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[Report by Vladimir Zhukov: "Kremlin Wins Victory in Western Russia. Admiral Yegorov Becomes Governor of Kaliningrad Oblast"] 





[FBIS Translated Text] 


On Sunday [19 November] the name of Kaliningrad Oblast's new governor became known.  As Kommersant imagined, Baltic Fleet Commander Admiral Vladimir Yegorov won the election on the results of the second round.





   According to experts' virtually unanimous opinions, Governor Leonid Gorbenko, who had been "condemned " by the Kremlin, had virtually no chance of winning in the second round.  And the dmiral's success was expected not only by local political analysts but also by foreign observers.  For nstance, the incumbent governor was not among the people invited to a reception at the Polish onsulate General to mark Polish Independence Day.  Yet Yegorov and his team were all present.





   According to the preliminary figures, the Baltic Fleet commander polled 56.34 percent of the vote as opposed to 33.83 percent for Governor Gorbenko.  This result was predicted in the event of the most favorable outcome for the admiral -- all the CPRF [Communist Party of the Russian Federation] electorate switching their votes to with him.  A great deal also hinged on the turnout.  CPRF candidate Vladimir Nikitin, who did not make it through to the second round, was about to urge his voters to vote against everyone or not vote at all, which effectively favored Gorbenko.  But on the eve of the second round CPRF leader Gennadiy Zyuganov spoke on local television and once again reaffirmed the Communists' hostility toward the governor.





   The result was not long in coming:  The turnout proved higher than all forecasts (47 percent) and the Communist vote passed almost in its entirety to Adm. Yegorov.  Some 8 percent voted against everyone -- just 1 percent up on the first round.  The elections took place without major irregularities and, as Oblast Electoral Commission Chairman Vasiliy Zyubanov said, there may only be minor changes to the results of the preliminary vote count.





   At the same time, according to contenders and observers, the campaign was the dirtiest in Kaliningrad Oblast's history.  "I knew that it would be very hard but I did not imagine that it would be so dirty," that was how the Baltic Fleet commander described his impression of the election.  He has already advised Gorbenko's team to find new work since he does not want to meet members of it "anywhere -- either in a managerial context or anywhere in life at all." 





   Adm. Yegorov is not the first and, by every indication, not the last high-ranking military officer to win a gubernatorial election.  The Kremlin attributes its support for his candidacy to the need to restore order in a strategically important region, which is cut off from the main Russian territory.





   Navy Commander in Chief Vladimir Kuroyedov and his colleagues were the first to congratulate the admiral on his victory.  The new governor said that his priority tasks are to ensure the legal and complete handover of business from the old oblast administration and prevent the possible destruction of documents.  After which he intends to conduct a comprehensive inspection of oblast budget implementation.
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[FBIS Excerpted Text]





Vladimir Yegorov was born on 26th November 1938 in Moscow.   In 1962 he graduated from the M.V.   Frunze Higher Naval School, then served as a unit commander of anti-submarine ships of the Northern and Baltic Fleets, a unit commander of a patrol warship, and a senior assistant commander of a large anti-submarine ship of the Baltic Fleet.





    In 1971, Vladimir Yegorov went through the full course of training at the Higher Special Classes for Naval Officers.   His subsequent career history is as follows:   senior assistant commander and then commander of a large anti-submarine ship; chief of staff - deputy commander of a brigade of guided missile warships, commander of a brigade of missile motor boats, commander of the Baltic Fleet's Baltiysk naval base, commander of a flotilla of the Black Sea Fleet, first deputy commander of the Baltic Fleet.





    In 1984 Vladimir Yegorov completed a correspondence course at the USSR Naval Academy, and in 1990 - an external course at the Military Academy of the General Staff of the USSR Armed Forces.





    In September 1991 Admiral Yegorov was appointed Commander of the RF Baltic Fleet and has been holding the post ever since.


