
N ATIO NAL SECU R IT Y COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 2.0506 

SE C R ET (C DS)
 
June 5, 1973
 

National Security Study Memorandum 185 

T O :	 The Secretary of State
 
The Acting Secretary of Defense
 
The Director of Central Intelligence
 

SUBJECT:	 Policy Towards Libya 

The P r e s i d e n t has directed that a study be made of U. S. policy toward 
Libya and of the options open to the United States in the light of Libyan 
attitudes toward the United States, international terrorism, the 
Arab - Israeli p r o b l em, subversion, international airspace, and the 
pet r o l eum industry. 

The stu dy shou ld begin with a discussion of U. S. interests in Libya
 
and the effect on them of current Libyan policies. Specifically, it
 
should:
 

Evaluate the political , e c o norru c and strategic importance 
of Libya to the United States. 

Describe the nature and impact of Libyan policies on U. S. 
interests in Libya, Africa and the Middle East. 

Assess the prospects for a change in Libyan policies affecting 
our interests, e i t h e r under Qadhafi or other Libyan leadership 
and as a re s u lt of the pos sible Egyptian- Libyan mer ger. 

The -s tudy should then ass es s U. S. options over the next year, giving 
particular attention to questions such as the f o llowing: 

The nature of our broad diplomatic relationship. 

The prospects	 for U. S. oil company operations. 

The U. S. military supply relationship with Libya. 

Libyan support for international terro r ism. 

-BE C R E 'F (CDS) 



S ECR E T (GDS) - 2 ­

This stud y s h o u ld be conducted by an ad h o c group corn.pr i s mg 
r epr e s e n ta tiv e s of the add r essees and t h e NSC staff , cha i r e d by 
the r e p r e s e n t a ti v e of the Secretary of State a nd s u bmitted by 
June 3 0 , 1973 for considerati on by the NSC Senior Review Gro u p . 
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