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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

April 10, 1969 
CONFIDENTIAL 

National Security Study Menwrandun1 38 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT:	 Po s t s V'ie tnarn Asian Policy 

The President has directed the preparation of a study of 
U. S. policy	 for East Asia and the Pacific following the V'ie trrarn War. 

This study should e xarn i ne the principal strategic policy 
approaches to this region available to the United ~tates in the 
1970s, in the light of U. S. objectives and c ornrn i trne nts , potential 
threats to our interests, and the role of othe r rna.jo r countries in 
the area. 

Two or three broad alternative outc orn e s to the V'i e triarn 
conflict should be as surne d, 

The study should explore the broad i.rnpl.i ca.tio ns of each 
of the strategic alternatives for U. S. policies with regard to: 

1.	 Current alliances and cornrnitrnent s in the region, 
both bilateral and multi.l ate r a.l (SEA TO, ANZ US). 

2.	 Regional organizations, both current and possible 
new a r r angements . 

3.	 Bilateral and rnultflate r al di.plornac y for and within 
the region. 

4.	 Military forces and de p l oyrne nt.s of both nuclear and 
general purpose forces (the rna te r ia l in the NSSM 3 
study should be drawn upon). 

5.	 U. S. overseas bases and strategic mobility (the regional 
rnate r ia.l in the world-wide base study should be drawn 
upon as well as the studies by the Political-Military 
Group directed by the Review Group). 
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6.	 Military grant aids and sales. 

7.	 Bilateral and rnul tila.te r a.l e coriorn i c as sistance. 

8.	 Budget and balance of payme nt s costs of alternative 
strategies. 

The President has requested that the Irite r depar trnenta.l 
Group for East Asia and the Pacific undertake this study and s ubrn i t it 
to the NSC Review Group by July 11, 1969. The Cha.ir man of the Group 
rnay invite representatives of other agencies to participate in the, 
study as appropriate. 

Subsequent papers will be requested exarnirririg in detail 
the i.rnpl.ic at ions and irnpl emeritation of the preferred strategic 
approach. 

The President has requested, in preparation for the visit 
of P'r ime Minister Gorton, an i.nte r irn analysis of U. S. objectives 
and interests in Southeast Asia, including alternatives. This study 
should also be prepared by the Irrte r depar trne nta.l Group for East 
Asia and the .Pa.c ific and s ubrnit te d to the NSC Review Group by 
April 25. 

I Henry A. Kissinger 

cc: The Cha i rrnan , Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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