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The increasing threa t t o U.S. nationa l interes t s in Cen tra l Jl...rner ica 
require s tha t we s t rengthen our diplomat ic a nd security e fforts i n 
the r egion . The consoli datio n of a Marxist - Len inis t r~gime in 
Nic a ragu a ; co~mitted to the ~xport of violence and t ota l i tar iani s m, 
pose s a s ignifi cant ri s k to t he stabili t y of Ce ntra l .Zune r i ca. Our 
abili t y to support democratic states in the region , a nd those on 
the path to democra c y , mus t b e visibly demon stra t e d by our mi li t ary 
force s. We mus t l ike wise e rilia nce cur r e n t e f f o rts t o p r o v ide a 
o e:mocrati c a l t ernat i ve to t he pe op l es of the r egion who are 
s ub ject ed to repr ession and totalitar i anism. Adequate U.S. support 
must also be provide d to the democratic resistance forces within 
Nicaragua in a n effort to e nsure that Nicar acrua ceases to be a 
Soviet/Cuban b ase and that t he government adheres to the principles 
that it agreed to in July 1979. (TS} 

The democratic states a£ Central Jl..merica must be assisted to the 
maximum degree possible in de fending themselves against externally 
supported subversion or hosti le neigr~ors. U.S. military 
activities in the region must be significantly increased to 
demonstrate our willingness t o defend our allies and to deter 
further Cuban and Soviet Bloc intervention. (S) 

To this end, the following measures are directed: 

' · 

• A program of expanded U.S. military activities and 
exercises both in the Caribbean Basin and on the Pacific 
coast of Central America will commence as soon as possible. 
Program details will be coordinated in the IG/SIG 
framework. (S} 

• Exercise AHAUS TARA II should begin on or about August 1, 
1983~ While the specific duration and scope of the exercise 
will be determined by the situation, plans should be made 
for the exercise to continue for four to six months. 
Program details developed by DOD will be coordinated in the 
IG/SIG framework. (TS) 

• 

·.,L 

Naval and carrier flight exercises will be conducted in the 
vicinity of Honduras, Grenada, Suriname, the Eastern 
Caribbean, and the Pacific side of Central America. 
Advanced fighter aircraft will not be introduced into or 
c:ver the Central ~er~can mainland wi t)iout_ P6~8rASS!AEO 1 -

~nteragency coord~nat1on. (TS/S) ('~~b~~ ~~-
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• In accordan ce with ex i sting pro cedures, other military 
e x erc i ses will be deve loped, as a ppropr i ate, to induce Cuba 
t o cu r b it s s upport f o r the vio len t ov e rth r ow of, a nd 
mi litary thr e at s to , demo c rati c gove:cnm,ent s. ('TS/ S ) 

The Defer:se Department wil l complete plans a ~ s oon as 
po s sible for the deve lopment of a U. S . naval and a i r 
f a cility i n Honduras . The s e plans should be d eveloped with 
existing resource s. (S ) 

Log ist i c packages and enhancements for Hondura n mil itary 
fa c ilities and inf rastructure , including airfields, 
roadways, corr~unications , and radar s sho~ld be ident ified 
a nd p r ovided . (S) 

The Secretary of Sta te and the Secretary of Defense will prepare a 
coordina t ed legislative, dip lomatic, and public affairs strategy 
that s upports these initiatives. A time-phased schedule s hould be 
an i ntegral part of this package. Imp lementation of these 
initiatives will be timed to take into account public affairs/ 
legislative factors. This implementation plan should be provided 
to the Assistant to t h e President for National Security Affairs for 
Presidential rev iew and approval by July 30, 1983. {S) 

The Secretary of Defense will prepare separate interagency 
coordinated plans for provicing assistance to the Director of 
Central Intelligence and contingency recommendations for · 
interdiction and quarantine. These proposals will be submitted to 
the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs by 
July 30, 1983 for approval, as necessary, by the President. {TS/S) 

The Secretary of Defense will review the military training 
requirements of El Salvador with a view to determining if the 
number of military trainers is adequate. If more are deemed 
necessary, the Departments of Defense and State will develop a 
credible anc defensible rationale and a legislative strategy 
designed to increase the n~~er to the appropri?te level. This 

· program will be reviewed by the Assistant to th4 President for 
National Security Affairs and approved by tt.e President prior to 
Congressional submission. This proposal should be provided by 
July 30, 1983. {S) 

The Secretary of Defense, b coordination with the Secretary of 
· State and the Director of the Office of Management and Budget will 
ensure that sufficient resources are available to carry out , the 
provisions of this Directive. (C) 

/ 

~~~ 
. f;_O_r.Y I li OE_}l_~OEI.ES 

TOP SECRET 

TOP SECRET · 
SENSITIVE A/5c_ 

·- --·-- -- - - ·-- - - - --------·-·- --- -- ----- --


