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 lSc{)pe Note: This paper \vas prepared at the request. oftר e DHS Acting UIן der Seerel:aryזס!
mysis. lt assesses the intcmatioM} tcrrorJst threat to ttle United States Md ךigence an.d AL נIntcl 

vorldwide by cittzcns of lran, Iruq, l .. ibya, Somatia, Sudat\, Syria, und Yemen. Cit.izens of \ 
13769 ). Seetion 3 of Executive Orci.er (fi.O 'גtbese sevcn countries \vcre impaeted b 

tr), into the {jnitoo States." 'rhe asst}$sment זEןg the Nation from Foreign Terrorist ןProteetiI " 
-onsm זustice press rcI.cases on tcr נunclassified information from Department of חסrelies 

act. Department of State \'isa ~ reiated cO(lvictions and terrorisf attuck perpetrotors killed in th 
hreat Assessment ofthc US Intelligence Comluunlty •. and tbe זststistics. fue 2016 Wor!dwide 

Departmcnt ofState Country Reports 011 Terrorism 2015. This paper does not assess the threat 
. of domestic terrorism 

Key Findings 

D1"J8 l&A assesses that country of cltizenship i5 unlikcly to be a reliable indi.cator of • 
1 2011. the ןlarc ~ st 3ctivit)'. Since the begirn)itlg ofthc S)frian conflic.t in חpotcntia! terro 

tcrrorist גזbom primarity US-based individuals \vho ""crc inspired by a foreig ~ foreis:n 
related activity \\'cre citizens of26 different ~ <Yrganization to participafe in. terronsln 

3.5 pereent of me forcign·bom ןcQu.ntries, \\'ith nO onc counlry rcpresenting more than 
. t(}t.al 

Relatively few citizens ofthe sevcn co\wtries imp3cted by E.O. 13769. compa:red to • 
. neighboring countries, tnaintain acces:s to tne United States 

Tcrrorist groups in lraq. Syria. and Yemen pose a ilireat or attacks in thc United St.ates • 
. wllile groups jn lran, Libya, Somalia. and Sudan rcmain rcgio.nal.ly focused 

orism זrUS-Based Te גםeeted by E.O. 13769 Rarely Implic:;a1ed זtCitizenj ofCountries A 

DHS J&A asscsscs that country of citizensbip is unlikely 10 be a re!jable indicator ofpotentia1 
ce t}lC bcginnjng oftbe S>'rian confiict in March 2011, at least 82 primarily תil.moris.t activity. S 

related ~ werc convicted of any tcrrorism זסUS-based individoo(s, who died in the pUfsuit of 
ucc<>rding to a DHS s.tudy of ח,federal offcnse inspired by a foreign terrorist organizatio 

ed in the ןcOl1victi.ons and terrorist attacK perpetrators kil חסDepartment of lusti.ce press releases 
bom United States ~ slightiy more than half\vere native יact. l '- Ofthe 82 individuaJ.s we identified 

ltries. \vith no one זסUC זeren זcitizens, Oftlle foreign·bom individuals. they camc from 26 dit 
. untry representing mote tban 13.5 percent. oftbe foreign·borl\ toial סc 

dividuals are: Pakistan (5). Soma1ia מThe top seven origin counlrics ofthe foreign .. bom i • 
.) 2 ( 3») and Baxlgla.desh, Cuba, Ethiopia. lraq, and UzbekisLan ( 

133B in זd undw 18 U.S.C. Chnptc ט:te to individuats prosec aUן ror tbe purposes of'rhi$ paper, we limited our d • 
 suppoזof or inspired by 11. F'oreign Tcrrorist Otgani.Zlttion t )הס(. We exc}uded traveling 01' uttempting to traveן

O and acnvitie.s unremted to FTOs, to include pureJy domestic terrorism. זoverseas to join a F 
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n, and ~ mn, Suda ז• ed above זis ןot חare זe sevcn eountries impacted by' E.O. 13769 tM (ןOf t • 
. Yemen 11ad 1 cach, and there \vc.re no ifldividuals from Sy'ria 

Limiteo Access to the United States by CiCizens ()f Impacte,d Countnes 

' E.O. 13769. cOJnp<tred to neighboring ~ Relatively fe\v citizeos of the SC\!CO cOLlntries impactcd b 
e seven countries aCCQU11t for more וlnitcd Slates. Nonc of t טai.ntain acccss to tbe רזו, countries 

~ antcd in their resion·- thc Middle East and North Africa or Sub זg7 percent of tbe US vi.sas .tIוan 
sa "2015ן Sahnra.n Africa- in Fiscal Year 2015, according to public!)' availablc Flsca.t Yeat 

t נג. t of State זוc Departmc ןce data from tl חIssua 

FV15 US Visas Granted as Percentage of Regional 
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mpacted Countries Ha,'e Terrorist Group1l that Tbreaten thc \Vest זc וtFe\v of t 

tlPS in Iraq, Syria, and Yenlen pose a threa1 of attacks in the United St(ltes, \vhile gזo error.ist ז
2016 ccording to the lג. and Sudan are regionally fOCllSCd יSomal.is וgroups in lran .• Libya 

d the Departrnent ofState .נmligence Community ןVorld\vide Threat Assessment ofthe US Intc \ 
. 2015 Terrorism חסReports ג:y C{)Unl 

relatcd ץ-continued its terroris נmerror1sm in 1984, lr זJran - Designated as a State Sponsor of 
and יactivity in 2015. including support for Hizba!iall, Palestiniro1 (error1st groups in Gaza 

try Reports on ו.m g to the CO ןgroups in (raq and throughotlt the Middle Easl, accordit שo שדv 
s-Qods Force (IROC-QF) to pזltionnry Guard CO ~ Terrorism 2015.4 lrnn used the Islamic Revol 

S, and create instability ןce operati.ol נimplement foreign policy goals. p:rov.ide cover tor inte[ligcI 

.iעs" igrant זזזfor botn Unmigran! and nOll-in1 גu. we have \,1$3 issuancc da זaf most re<:ent YC זt Fiscal Year 201 S is U 
1,0 sוגimmigranl visas were excluded from tnese ca!culano ן-A.l. A-2, A-3. C-2, NATO, 0-1. 0-2, 0·3, and 0·3 nCI 

. 13769 . il'l E.O וslstent witb $cction ){c חbc CO 
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i. 

""R~- ~~~".wW~"" M~it4'i%wi",,,,~+~~Wi~~ ~4tl ~'" "'v _",'t~m~ 

g וtar)' mechanism for cultivating and supporn ןu גthe MiddJe East. The IRGC.QF is Irnn's pr מi 
. sls abro8d חc.rrn ז

cnt ןזC the pree.mi ייl ecס d the Levanl (ISJL) has b 31ד # The lslatnic State ofIraq ~ lraq and S,'ria 
d ,תnbrnnches י'ip!13tc in Syria and lraq, it ןsl 1hreat because of its sclf-described ca חo rזtC 

in other c()ttntries, and tL<; inCre!15ing ability to direct and inspire attacks: י;cו. emerging branch 
d\vide 'r'meat ןe \\'or!d, accor(iing to the 20! 6 Wor ןd U מs arou זagainst a \'iide rallge oft.argc 

t() lraq and ןAssessmerlt.s JSIL' s narrative supports jihadist rec:ruiting, at(racts othets 10 trave 
Syria. draws i.ndividuals and groups to deciarc allegiance to ISIL. and justifies attacks across the 

• g1()bc 

ents illld affiliated armed ןזLibya - Libya has becn l()cked in civil \\'ar bet\veen two rivat govem.I 
er 2015 5igning סךDeeC11 דוo the 2016 WorJd\vide Threat Asses5.ment.6 Ttle זgr()ups, accordif18 

-cnt ofNati()nal Aecord resulted Lrom a year דa GO\·cm.I1 וזI [זסcnt to רof a UN-brokcred agreen 
W 'ח\g ·cjvil \Yar and reconcile Libya' .s ןught to cnd thc ongoiI סlong politieaJ diaiogue that s 
aunch ןorists havc cxploited the sccurit)' vacuum t() plan and rזs. Extremists and te ןgovemmen 

. Oughout the region 111ז attacks in Libya and 

O זSomalia - ln 2015. al-Shabaab continued to commit deadly atta.cks in Soma1ia. secking 
Government ofSomalia and weaken the political \vill of נreverse pr()gress mnde by the redera 

tזy rdin.g to the Coun ecס tries, a ןשthe Atncan Uni()n Mission in Somalia troop cont.ribu1ing cO 
 R.epoזs on tז err()rism 2015 .ד

Sudan . Sttdan was designated as a 5latc Spo!1sor ot"I"errorism i1'l 199) due tO COl1cems about 
rism 2015.$ In rnן n Te סrist groups, according to the C()untry Reports rnן tC וtiQnn ןarד: to inte tזsuppo 

vever, iJ1 .וas were allo\\'ed to raise funds, travel, and live in Sudan, HO 2014ג, members ofHan 
appeared t() nave declined. The IיS! c(l terrorist grOl זdesigna 12015ז the use ofSudan by Pa)estiniu 

. last known shipment \\'a5 interdicted by Israel i112014 

AI.Qa'ida in the Arabian PeniDsul.a remained a signifie.ant threat t() Yemen, tlle region, --מVemc 
and w the United Slates in 2015, as efforts t() counter the group were hatnpered by the ongoing 

amic State ןs ןferrori.snl 20) 5.9 The · חטaccording t() the C()tlntry Reports .tזy ln .זconflict in that cO 
q and the LC\'ant in Yemen also exploited the political and securit}' vacuum to sttengthen זaזof 

. its fOQthold inside the count:ry 

• errorism 1&1ז\ AN 17; DHS 11-01 31נ MAR ~ DO ;וRelated Activities Study; 16 FEB l ~ errorlsm 1ז DHS I&A; DHS I&A 
dy St1נ Rel()ted A.ctrvities: 

-Repor1 16ןAnnuaIReport!FY16Annua סs!fY2 (זuaIRepO ווווhttps:j !travel.state.gov!content!dam!visas/Statisti(:s/ A ג
ableXIV.pdf ז

-state.govlcont:ent!dam!visi)s!Statisti<:s/Non-lmmigrant ן.ttps:lltrave ןI) 

able.)(ls 20ד ~ ab!e5/f,{1.s%20NIv%20Detail זet3iI סStatistjcs/NIV 
520.htm 2ס 15/25ו. / https:llwww.state.gov!j!ctjrls!f:tt .. 
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