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Preface

ATP 4-46/MCRP 3-40G.3/NTTP 4-06/AFTTP 3-2.51 will serve as a single, ready reference that
complements Service components’ logistics, field service, and departmental manuals that support the
execution of deployed mortuary affairs operations. This publication provides updated content and nests with
all Services’ current operating concepts. For Army doctrine, this publication aligns with FM 3-0 and ADP
4-0.

The principal audience for this multi-Service tactics, techniques, and procedures manual is all Service
members of the profession of arms. Commanders and staffs of Service component headquarters serving as
joint task force or multinational headquarters should also refer to applicable joint or multinational doctrine
concerning the range of military operations and joint or multinational forces. Trainers and educators
throughout all the Services will also use this publication.

Commanders, staffs, and subordinates ensure their decisions and actions comply with applicable United
States, international, and in some cases, host nation laws and regulations. Commanders at all levels ensure
that their Service members operate in accordance with the law of armed conflict and applicable rules of
engagement (see FM 6-27/MCTP 11-10C).

This publication implements the following procedures in accordance with international agreements:
Allied Tactical Publication-92 Edition A, Version 1. 27 January 2016.

QSTAG 655 Edition 2. 5 September 1996.

STANAG 2070 Edition 5. 27 January 2016.

This publication uses joint terms where applicable. Selected joint and Army terms and definitions appear in
both the glossary and the text. Terms for which this publication is the proponent publication (the authority)
are in boldface type and italicized in the text and are marked with an asterisk (*) in the glossary. For other
definitions shown in the text, the term is italicized and the number of the proponent publication follows the
definition.

This publication applies to the Active Army, Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the United
States, United States Army Reserve, United States Marine Corps, United States Marine Corps Reserve,
United States Navy, United States Navy Reserve, United States Air Force, United States Air Force Reserve
and United States Air National Guard, and United States Space Force unless otherwise stated.

The proponent for this publication is the United States Army Quartermaster School. The preparing agency is
the Joint Mortuary Affairs Center, United States Army Quartermaster School. Send comments and
recommendations on DA Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications and Blank Forms) to
Commander, United States Army Quartermaster School, ATTN: ATSM-MA (ATP 4-46), 1840
Quartermaster Road, Fort Lee, VA 23801-1606; by e-mail to: usarmy.lee.tradoc.list.lee-gm-jmac-

web@mail.mil.

Send other military branch comments and future recommendations directly to—

United States Marine Corps

Commanding Officer

Marine Corps Logistics Operations Group

PSC Box 788400

Twentynine Palms, CA 92278-8305

Web site: https://www.marines.mil/News/Publications/MCPEL
Email: doctrine@usmc.mil
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Department of the United States Navy

Commander, Naval Warfare Development Command
ATTN: N5

1528 Piersey St., Building O-27

Norfolk, VA 23511-2699
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Introduction

The new publication title is Multi-Service Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for Mortuary Affairs in
Theaters of Operations. The content in ATP 4-46/MCRP 3-40G.3/NTTP 4-06/AFTTP 3-2.51 includes
updated terms and definitions that accurately reflect the audience and focus to enhance operational
effectiveness of the United States Armed Forces. This publication provides official advice and standardized
guidance on topics relevant to the employment of multi-Service forces. This serves as a planning and
operations guide for all personnel engaged in Mortuary Affairs (MA) within a theater. As defined in JP 4-0,
MA provides for the search, recovery, identification, preparation, disposition, and the handling of personal
effects of deceased personnel for whom the Services are responsible by status and executive order.

During large-scale combat operations, multi-Service commanders will be challenged to achieve superiority
across multiple domains while accounting for all of their losses and maintaining the morale and welfare of
the living. It is vital to the success of the campaign that MA tasks synchronize with sustainment warfighting
functions, posturing multi-Service MA capabilities for maximum efficiency in unified land operations.
Geographic combatant commanders should leverage multi-Service MA resources for MA staff planning and
Service-specific capabilities available to search for, recover, process, and evacuate deceased personnel from
the operational environment for the fullest possible accounting. In the event that evacuation is not possible,
planning considerations for temporary interment of Department of Defense-affiliated persons is the last resort
after exhausting all other courses of action.

The tactics, techniques, procedures, and guidance in this publication are authoritative. Personnel will follow
this publication except when, in the judgment of the commander, exceptional circumstances dictate
otherwise. If conflicts arise between the contents of this publication and the contents of Service publications,
the Service publication will take precedence. Commanders of forces should follow multinational doctrine
and procedures ratified by the United States when operating as part of a multinational (alliance or coalition)
military command. For doctrine and procedures not ratified by the United States, commanders should
evaluate and follow multinational doctrine and procedures where applicable and consistent with United States
law, regulations, and doctrine.

This publication includes several changes. One significant change is that each military Service has its own
Service-specific chapter and publication number. The chapters are arranged by common MA topics, MA staff
planning, Service capabilities sustaining the warfighter in a large-scale combat operations environment, and
the MA role in defense support of civil authorities.

This publication contains 13 chapters and 4 appendices:
Chapter 1 provides an overview of MA and related policy, roles, and responsibilities.

Chapter 2 explains MA staff planning for all Services, planning considerations, formal agreements,
operational contract support, MA planning roles and responsibilities, and Service command and support
relationships.

Chapter 3 discusses planning considerations for operations within a multi-domain extended battlefield.

Chapter 4 discusses search and recovery operations. It describes phases of search and recovery and includes
planning and procedures for immediate recovery of human remains and personal effects, unit non-MA
recovery team responsibilities, deliberate search and recovery operations, and evacuation from the recovery
site.

Chapter 5 discusses mortuary affairs collection point (MACP) operations, roles and responsibilities, mission
planning, capability and capacity, site selection and establishment, MACP protocols, mobile integrated
remains collection system, MA equipment, required support, and MACP techniques and procedures.

Chapter 6 discusses theater mortuary evacuation point operations, mission, roles and responsibilities,
capability, equipment, required support, site selection and establishment, and evacuation.
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Chapter 7 discusses multi-Service planning and execution related to personal effects processing in a theater.

Chapter 8 discusses temporary interment and disinterment operations including purpose, responsibilities,
site establishment, and burial at sea.

Chapter 9 discusses Department of the United States Army MA mission, staff planning echelons, force
structure, theater-level Army MA responsibilities, and MA in a large-scale combat operations environment.

Chapter 10 discusses the United States Marine Corps MA mission, organization, capability, Personnel
Retrieval and Processing company, MA training, and resiliency.

Chapter 11 discusses Department of the United States Navy MA mission, responsibilities, organization, and
capabilities.

Chapter 12 discusses Department of the United States Air Force and United States Space Force contingency
MA mission, equipment, search and recovery operations, aerial port operations, and re-icing procedures.

Chapter 13 discusses Department of Defense MA support within the United States and the response during
a defense support of civil authorities event.

Appendix A provides information on occupational health and safety guidelines, including resiliency
information for MA personnel.

Appendix B discusses the Mortuary Affairs Reporting and Tracking System.

Appendix C discusses MA forms, records, and reports, provides instructions for the MA forms used, and
establishes records necessary for MA case files and criteria necessary for filing reports in the theater.

Appendix D discusses religious ministry support to mortuary affairs.

The updated terms, definitions, and content reflect the multi-Service MA capability information from Army
MA, the Marine Corps Personnel Retrieval and Processing company, Navy morticians, and Air Force MA
contingency capabilities supporting the multi-domain extended battlefield. The focus of this publication is
on techniques used by Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, Airmen and Guardians, small unit leaders, civilians,
contractors, or host nation personnel physically responsible for handling, transporting, receiving, or storing
human remains and personal effects. Users should not view this publication as a sole source of information.
The reference section provides a list of other publications supporting this publication.

This publication contains new and/or modified terms to establish proponent terms and acronyms.

Introductory table-1. New terms

Term

Remarks

deliberate search and recovery
operations

ATP 4-46 is the proponent publication.

disassociated personal effects

ATP 4-46 is the proponent publication.

immediate recovery operations

ATP 4-46 is the proponent publication.

recovery sites

ATP 4-46 is the proponent publication.

unit recovery team

ATP 4-46 is the proponent publication.

Introductory table-2. New acronyms
Acronym Full Form
HR human remains
HRP human remains pouch
HRTC human remains transfer case
IHRTC insulated human remains transfer case
MAO mortuary affairs officer
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Chapter 1
Overview of Mortuary Affairs

This chapter provides an overview of mortuary affairs activities. The Department of
Defense mortuary affairs program covers the return of human remains across the
continuum of conflict. Commanders at all echelons will use this information for theater
of operations logistics staff planning, and personnel involved in military operations.

MORTUARY AFFAIRS PROGRAM

1-1. The Department of Defense (DOD) mortuary affairs (MA) program broadly provides for the care and
disposition of deceased personnel and the handling of their personal effects (PE) across a continuum of
conflict ranging from peace through war. This publication addresses the overarching conduct of MA logistics
for military operations outside the continental United States (OCONUS) with limited focus on continental
United States (CONUS) support. Subsequently, MA capabilities for processing remains at OCONUS
mortuary affairs collection points (MACPS) should not be used as a basis for planning factors in a defense
support of civil authorities (DSCA) mission under a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
mission assignment (see chapter 13 in this publication). For information on casualty operations and mortuary
facility operations refer to Service-specific regulations.

1-2. Military operations are increasingly trans-regional, multi-domain, and multifunctional in nature. These
operations may cut across multiple combatant commands (CCMDs) and across multiple domains. The
CCMDs and the Services provide MA support across the range of military operations to—

e Search for, recover, and evacuate DOD-affiliated or covered fatalities, consistent with applicable
laws and regulations, during military operations.

Note. This publication does not address the recovery of remains from past conflicts.

e Operate MA processing points during military operations. MA processing points include transfer
points, MACPs, theater mortuary evacuation points (TMEPS), mortuary affairs contaminated
remains mitigation sites (MACRMS), temporary interment sites, and PE depots.

e Collect, inventory, store, and process PE of deceased and missing DOD-affiliated or covered
persons.

1-3. MA personnel strive to avoid risk while returning human remains (HR) contaminated with biological,
chemical, or radioactive agents through routine MA channels unless mitigation of the contaminant is not
possible. Returning deceased personnel safely is a high priority. If mitigation to a safe level is not possible,
protecting the health of Service members and the public must take precedence over the rapid repatriation of
remains. Temporary interment of those contaminated remains that pose a threat to public health is the
recommended method of disposition until safe processing is possible with the approval of the geographic
combatant commander (GCC).

MORTUARY AFFAIRS POLICY

1-4. DODD 1300.22 provides overarching policy for DOD’s development of tactics, techniques, and
procedures (TTP) for mortuary affairs, including for joint operations. The DOD will recover, identify, and
return the remains of eligible personnel to their families as expeditiously as possible while maintaining the
dignity, respect, and care of the deceased, and protecting the safety of the living. The preservation of human
remains is a high priority, and every effort will be made to preserve the condition of the remains.
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1-5. In accordance with (IAW) DODI 1300.29, personnel will not photograph, film, or videotape human
remains except as authorized by the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System (AFMES), a military criminal
investigative organization, or federal investigative agency with jurisdiction.

1-6. MA personnel provide the remains of contractors authorized to accompany the force (CAAF), allied
and multinational force (MNF) partners, and host nation (HN) or other country nationals the same dignity
and respect afforded to United States (U.S.) personnel.

1-7. Personnel will handle and process enemy dead with the same respect afforded to friendly military dead.
In addition, DOD personnel must protect enemy dead from disrespectful or degrading acts. For further
information on the international law, requirements relating to the treatment of enemy dead (see the
Department of Defense Law of War Manual).

1-8. The transportation of fallen Service members and other DOD-affiliated personnel is a very sensitive
matter, and personnel must handle the movement of human remains with the reverence, care, priority, and
dignity befitting them and the circumstances, IAW DTR 4500-9R, Part VII.

1-9. Temporary interment should only be used as a last resort to protect unit health and safety, but only
after exploring all other courses of action. In an overseas location, authority for temporary interment in an
overseas location rests with the GCC for their respective area of responsibility (AOR). The GCC may not
delegate this responsibility to subordinate commanders. (See chapter 8 for further information.)

1-10. A ship’s captain may authorize committal at sea when a preservation capability is not available aboard
ship and transfer to shore is not operationally feasible. This authorization may be without the knowledge or
consent of the deceased’s family only when HR pose a health hazard. Prior to a committal at sea, commanding
officers should attempt to consult with the AFMES and the military criminal investigative organization that
has investigative jurisdiction IAW Title 10, United States Code (USC), Section 1471.

1-11. For DOD policy concerning cremation, refer to DODD 1300.22 and DODI 1300.29.

STAKEHOLDER RESPONSIBILITIES

1-12. The DOD assigns roles and responsibilities that contribute to the DOD MA program. Refer to DODI
1300.29 for additional information.

ARMED FORCES MEDICAL EXAMINER SYSTEM

1-13. IAW DODI 5154.30, the AFMES—

e Serves as the DOD scientific authority for the identification (ID) of human remains of DOD-
affiliated personnel spanning the full range of military operations.

e Conducts or reviews forensic pathology investigations, which may include autopsy examinations
of the deaths of Service members or other DOD-affiliated personnel. In some instances, it may
deploy medical examiners or medicolegal death investigators to conduct forensic investigation
within the AOR during military operations.

e Revises standard MA procedures to support the recovery and ID of human remains following
specific events or operations, if necessary.

MILITARY SERVICES

1-14. The military Services are responsible for the administration and support of the forces assigned or
attached to combatant commands.

1-15. Each Service should train, equip, fund, and organize to recover, tentatively identify, and transport
human remains spanning the full range of military operations.

1-16. Unit commanders who sustain losses in combat operations are responsible to coordinate and execute
recovery and evacuation of deceased personnel to the nearest MACP. DOD does not require an escort during
theater evacuation. (For more information, see chapter 4.)
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ARMY

1-17. In addition to the military Service recovery responsibilities, the Army must maintain a force structure
capable of providing theater-level MA coverage. The Army is responsible for establishing and operating
MACPs, TMEPs, and theater personal effects depots (TPEDs). When assigned, the Army will provide
general support (GS) or direct support (DS) to the other Services.

1-18. The Army also has the responsibility to conduct MACRMS operations. Today, there is no current
enduring capability to perform this mission. This capability gap has been addressed at the DOD level and
current interim solutions have been identified for low fatality single chemical events only. The DOD TTPs
for contaminated human remains are under development. (See JP 3-11 for the requirements for MA
mitigation procedures, personnel, equipment, and facilities in the event of a chemical, biological,
radiological, and nuclear [CBRN] incident.)

GEOGRAPHIC COMBATANT COMMANDER

1-19. The GCC gives direction and guidance on providing MA support to all assigned and attached forces
physically present in the AOR, with the exception of United States Northern Command (USNORTHCOM).
The USNORTHCOM AOR encompasses the 48 contiguous states and a portion of United States Alaskan
Command, making the military Services responsible for the administration and support of their mortuary
forces during peacetime. However, during DSCA and Homeland Defense operations in the USNORTHCOM
AOR, mortuary forces will most likely be assigned to the lead Service supporting USNORTHCOM. The
GCC ensures all guidance is IAW law, executive order, and DOD policy.

1-20. The GCC ensures accomplishment of the following tasks:

e Establish a joint mortuary affairs office (JMAO) to provide oversight of MA support within the
AOR. The GCC authorizes a theater mortuary affairs office (TMAO) when the JMAQO has an
extended area of operations (AO).

Note. The IMAO and TMAO are responsible for detailed MA planning, execution of the MA
support mission, guidance, and policy within the AOR.

e Designate a Service component to serve as the lead Service for the theater MA support program
for the AOR. When military operations are trans-regional, the GCC may designate a lead Service
at selected subordinate joint force commander levels and assign responsibilities, tasks, and assets.

Note. The lead Service may also have the responsibility for establishing a TMAO.

e Authorize temporary interment in an overseas location during large-scale combat operations when
the number of fatalities overwhelm immediate evacuation capabilities from the AOR.
e Review formal agreements for the release of DOD fatalities to U.S. control, evacuation, and return
of allied and coalition fatalities with those military partners. The GCC has the authority to institute
MNF agreements and acquisition and cross-servicing agreements (see CJCSI 2120.01D) for MA
during military operations including—
= QSTAG 655, which identifies shared procedures between the American, British, Canadian,
Australian, and New Zealand Armies.

=  NATO STANAG 2070 Ed: 5, and NATO Allied Tactical Publication ATP-92 Edition A,
Version 1, which establish procedures to use when evacuation of HR out of the CCMD is not
possible during contingency operations. (For more information, see NATO Allied Tactical
Publication-92.)

e Coordinate for release of HN fatalities. This task resides with the GCC in conjunction with the
Department of State through the American Embassy, the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the International Federation of Red Cross, and Red Crescent Societies, as appropriate.
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1-4

e Provide support to contractor personnel IAW military contracts. Account for this support to
facilitate reimbursement to the U.S. government. Designate eligibility for MA in contracts as
appropriate and identify MA processes requiring contractor compliance.

e Respond to requests from the Department of State, and when approved by the Secretary of
Defense; collect, inventory, store, and process the PE of U.S. citizens and others. When directed,
collect the PE of MNF partners, third-country national, local national, and adversary personnel.

1-21. The GCC should limit the use of HN or other country national support to general labor, administration,
transportation, or facility support. Commanders should only utilize DOD military, DOD civilian mortuary
officers, or DOD-contracted civilians, all of whom are U.S. citizens, to accomplish search, recovery, and
processing of U.S. human remains and the inventory of PE. If a negotiated agreement does not exist,
commanders should ensure personnel perform MA support under current U.S. military procedures.
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Chapter 2
Mortuary Affairs Planning

From the strategic to the tactical level, mortuary affairs staff planning requires
logistical problem solvers that can coordinate and synchronize efforts with the
evacuation of human remains and PE. Linking available movement assets with
elements that require mortuary affairs support will be the most challenging in multi-
domain and large-scale combat operations. As fatalities occur in the operational area,
mortuary affairs staff planners at all echelons work in unison to evacuate the human
remains and PE back to the aerial port of embarkation for onward movement to the
CONUS port mortuary for final disposition. Planners will make a collaborative effort
to work with multi-Service, interagency, and MNF partners, leveraging support
relationships with stakeholders throughout the operational area to identify risks and
assist commanders with decision making. At all levels, the reporting, tracking, and
processing of fatalities requires a partnership that combines support relationships with
all the Services, agencies, and commands in order to preserve, safeguard and
expeditiously evacuate the fallen.

OVERVIEW OF MORTUARY AFFAIRS STAFF PLANNING

2-1. The planning required for using MA assets during contingency or large-scale combat operations will
necessitate coordination between staff planners at all echelons including the JMAO at the GCC level and the
TMAO.

2-2. During contingency and combat operations, MA operations require considerable resources, are highly
complex, and receive extensive media and political attention. The JMAO and the TMAO must coordinate
the actions of the combatant command MA and transportation processes to evacuate all DOD-affiliated HR
in a timely manner. Overseas GCCs support the military departments in coordinating for the recovery,
tentative 1D, preparation, and evacuation of HR to a DOD mortuary.

2-3.  During multi-Service and multinational operations, MA staff planners must ensure that joint doctrine
takes precedence. Specifically, it is imperative that MA planners and MA personnel process all HR in the
same manner 1AW JP 4-0, appendix M, and all applicable international and cooperative agreements in the
specific theater. For more information, refer to chapter 5 in this publication on site selection, setup, layout,
maintenance, and any other planning requirements for MA operations.

SUPPORT PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

2-4. Providing adequately trained and sustainable MA support in a joint operations area (JOA) requires
effective planning and coordination. Proper planning across all functional areas of a CCMD staff allows for
a systematic examination of all relevant factors of an operation that support interoperability with other plans.
Planners should analyze the joint force’s mission, threat, fatality estimates, duration of the operation, HR
evacuation modes, availability of lift assets, and available MA assets. Planners should also assist with
determining the phasing and number of MA assets required during an operation.

2-5. The threat is a composite of ongoing enemy actions, characteristics of both friendly and enemy forces,
occupational, environmental, geographical, and meteorological conditions, and the possible employment of
weapons of mass destruction.
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2-6. The manpower and personnel directorate of a joint staff prepares a personnel estimate that should
contain fatality projections. In addition, each Service formulates fatality estimates according to individual
Service directives supporting operational planning and assessments, future force planning, and training.
Planning for MA support should be continuous and flexible to adjust for unexpected situations. Planners
should review and amend plans and orders as new facts become available, resources change, and other
variables become apparent.

2-7. Establishing evacuation routes for remains using defined logistics channels is critical to smooth MA
operations in the JOA. Transportation of HR from MA facilities is on a first in, first out basis. MA planners
should consider all modes of transportation for evacuating remains. MA personnel should evacuate HR as
quickly as possible using air transport (preferred mode) or retrograde convoys to the TMEP.

2-8. The GCC supports the military Services in coordinating for the recovery, tentative ID, processing, and
evacuation of HR. The MA concept of operations for a given mission supports the requirements of the forces
and agencies involved. The concept of operations may differ in scope, detail, objectives, and available
resources for specific operations. (For more information on concept of operations, see JP 3-0.)

2-9. Changes to the commander’s intent or the mission require the MA planner to update the concept of
operations ensuring continuity of MA support. When operations involve a declared conflict, there is generally
a need to establish theater MA facilities to include MACPs, TMEPs, and TPEDs. (For additional guidance
on the preparation of the concept of operations, see CJCS GDE 3130.)

INTEGRATION OF ASSIGNED MORTUARY AFFAIRS ASSETS

2-10. The military Services deploy MA capabilities throughout the entire JOA, which require proper
integration and support to carry out their mission successfully. Staff elements at all levels of command must
understand the importance of providing the proper required support for MA personnel. The commander must
ensure that adequate planning and support is in place to prevent mission failure. Military and political
objectives can hinge upon the success of the MA mission.

IMPACTS ON MORTUARY AFFAIRS MISSION

2-11. The consequences of a failed MA mission or disrespectful handling of HR can have a negative impact
in the following key areas:

e Morale within the losing unit.
National public support.

Coalition support.

Local national support.

Enemy treatment of HR or prisoners.

Strategic and Operational Level Integration

2-12. Cross-leveling strategic and operational MA planning is critical in the success of fully integrating MA
assets. The MA planners must follow several key steps to maximize the probability of MA mission success.
These processes are not linear and may occur simultaneously. Planners may enhance campaign operations
by requesting multi-Service MA assets to deploy, occupy, and execute tasks that support a GCC joint task
force. Additionally, the time-phased force and deployment data (TPFDD) is not static; real-world situations,
events, and competing priorities influence the scheduling of arriving units. Therefore, MA planners should
continually update and rework their portion of the operational plan:

e The first step is a thorough TPFDD scrub to ensure adequate allocation of MA resources to the
theater. Planners base this determination upon the operational plan analysis and casualty estimates
for all forces and civilians in the JOA.

e Next, the MA planner will allocate MA resources to specific units listed on the TPFDD. Based on
the operational plan analysis, planners allocate resources to ensure the proper positioning of
adequate MA resources supporting current and future operations. Planners must clearly identify
and articulate proper command relationships to subordinate units.
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e Following the allocation of MA resources to specific units, MA planners will ensure these assets
flow into the same aerial port of debarkation, seaport of debarkation, or staging area as the
supported unit. To expedite this integration, MA planners will ensure MA personnel arrive with,
or as close as possible to, the MA equipment.

e Once MA personnel and equipment arrive and link up, they must successfully integrate into their
supported unit. Successful integration of MA assets with the supported unit facilitates the
completion of the reception, staging, onward movement, and integration process and allows the
GCC to generate combat power.

Tactical Level Integration

2-13. Tactical units must ensure successful integration of their assigned MA equipment and personnel. The
logistics planners must execute several key steps to achieve this goal:

e Units will receive allocated MA assets from higher command. Once assigned, unit leadership must
make every effort to complete the integration process prior to the unit starting operations. If
successful integration is not possible, staff planners must inform commanders of the tactical and
political risks associated with conducting operations with no MA assets.

e Planners must develop and inform the supported unit of their command relationship with MA
assets. To facilitate the proper reporting and reassignment of MA assets, a clear understanding of
this relationship by all parties involved is imperative.

e All subordinate units must clearly understand the proper evacuation procedures for both HR and
PE. This includes the PE associated with the HR and the PE left in the unit areas. (See chapter 6
for more information on PE.)

2-14. Planners must ensure that all subordinate units understand the priorities of forward and rearward
movement of personnel and material. Evacuation of HR must always be of the utmost priority.

FORMAL AGREEMENTS

2-15. Formal agreements assist in establishing procedures for the release of U.S. human remains not
currently under U.S. control. Review formal agreements such as—

e North Atlantic Treaty Organization standardization agreements.
e Quadripartite standardization agreements.

e MNF agreements (mortuary).
[ ]

Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreements (see DODD 2010.09 and Title 10 USC 2341 and
2342).

e  Status-of-forces agreements.
e Defense security agreements.
2-16. In addition to formal agreements, international law including treaties, the law of armed conflict, the

Geneva Conventions, and customary international law may have an impact on procedures for the release of
U.S. remains not under U.S. control. See the DOD Law of War Manual for additional information.

2-17. The CCMD may enter into additional supplemental agreements with the HN to facilitate the transfer
of remains from the HN to U.S. control. These agreements may take various forms. The lead Service for the
MA program within the GCC should maintain copies of all such agreements. These agreements can
supplement the status-of-forces agreements or other overarching agreements in any of the following:

e Implementing agreements.

e Implementing instructions.

e Technical agreements.

e Exercise support agreements.

2-18. Establishing liaison with nongovernmental organizations (for example, International Committee of the
Red Cross or Red Crescent) is beneficial to support the MA mission for releasing HR of non-U.S. personnel.
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OPERATIONAL CONTRACT SUPPORT

2-4

2-19. Operational contract support (OCS) is the process of planning for and obtaining supplies, services, and
minor construction from commercial sources in support of GCC-directed operations. MA operations may
include OCS items such as ice, refrigerated storage, and the use of cadaver dogs to support search and
recovery (S&R) operations. Potential situations requiring this type of support would include mass fatality,
aircraft mishap, or a structural collapse.

2-20. OCS for the use of cadaver dogs to support S&R operations will include provisions for cadaver dog
health and welfare requirements, including veterinary care. Planning considerations may also include
protective gear, mitigation measures to reduce risk of hypothermia or hyperthermia, and facilities and
supplies for performing decontamination after exposure to threats and hazards, such as toxic industrial
chemicals or materials. Army Veterinary Service personnel can advise MA planners on these requirements.

2-21. The number of personnel in the JOA, its geographic size, and the specific location will have a large
impact on allocation, type of support, and placement of MA facilities.

2-22. The level of infrastructure development or availability (examples include facility location, lines of
communication, airfields, and other support facilities) may affect sustainment operations.

2-23. Availability of host-nation support for facilities and contract support items may affect logistical support
requirements.

2-24. To reduce the logistical footprint, MA planners should review OCS options to fulfill requirements for
equipment and supplies such as ice machines, additional refrigeration units, and vehicles.

Note. DOD MA operations must limit the use of HN support, local national support, or other
country national support to general labor, administration, transportation, and facility support. Only
allow U.S. military, United States Government (USG) civilians, and DOD-contracted civilians,
(all of whom are U.S. citizens) to accomplish search, recovery, processing, and evacuation of U.S.
human remains and PE.

2-25. For non-U.S. human remains and PE, follow current U.S. military procedures. Failure to negotiate an
agreement to provide MA services should be resolved by the JMAO at the GCC logistics directorate (J-4).

2-26. Personnel support contracts with commercial companies will identify the eligibility of contractor
personnel to receive DOD MA support in the event of a contractor fatality. Potential contractor fatalities may
significantly affect the size and scope of MA planning and operations. Additionally, MA operations must
account for the cost of military MA services rendered on behalf of contract personnel in order for contracting
officers to obtain appropriate reimbursement from the company.

2-27. Planning should include provisions to provide MA support to CAAF. The terms and conditions of the
contract between the DOD organization and the contractor dictate the level of authorized and provided MA
support, which is either on a reimbursable or non-reimbursable basis. Transport of contractor remains may
be subject to local HN laws and jurisdiction prior to arrival at a civilian aerial port of embarkation (APOE).
The company of the deceased contractor is generally responsible for notification of next of kin and transfer
of HR and PE. Companies may or may not be responsible for storage of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA)
samples to facilitate ID of the deceased.

2-28. Contracting officers will account for and facilitate reimbursement for costs of MA services provided
to contractors as appropriate.

2-29. HN and U.S. laws establish legal jurisdiction affecting release of human remains to U.S. control.

2-30. MA planners should consider the religious and faith associated beliefs of the deceased and local
populations that may affect MA operations and evacuation timelines. For additional information on this topic,
see appendix D and a list of religious references in this publication.

2-31. MA personnel may provide support to all DOD-affiliated personnel (including U.S. citizen CAAF on
a reimbursable basis) involved in an AO. This support can extend beyond U.S. citizens, employees of other
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USG departments and agencies, and CAAF who die OCONUS. The DOD may provide this service on a non-
reimbursable or a reimbursable basis. In addition, it can extend to unified action partners involved in a given
mission.

2-32. There are MA liaison personnel within sustainment organizations that will assist with evacuating
remains to the TMEP. The MA liaisons provide a conduit for coordination between DOD and outside
agencies as needed.

COMMUNICATIONS SUPPORT

2-33. An effective communications system is vital to planning and conducting successful MA programs. The
MA unit should be able to communicate directly with the casualty reporting personnel and the
communications system should be compatible with other Service and MNF systems.

2-34. Planners should specifically ensure the availability of an unclassified computer network and
unclassified DSN voice communication support at the MA facility location to enable continuous support for
the Mortuary Affairs Reporting and Tracking System (MARTS) and Defense Casualty Information
Processing System (DCIPS). Tactical communications, including secure computer and voice access, should
be available at the MA facility or as close as possible when regulations do not authorize access in the MA
facility. The MA personnel operating at the facility should possess the necessary security clearance to conduct
MA operations.

2-35. Efficient and effective MA support increasingly depends upon the DOD information network to fulfill
its role. Threats include state and non-state actors, criminals, insider threats, and the unwitting individuals
who intend no malice. A single vulnerability within this network can place units and operations at risk,
potentially resulting in mission failure. Every individual is responsible for compliance with the proper
practices and procedures for safeguarding information and information technology. (See FM 3-12, AR 25-2,
and the Service-specific cyberspace security publications.)

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

2-36. During military operations, fully protecting personnel, equipment, facilities, and the environment may
not always be possible. MA planners should specifically address—

e Occupational safety and health considerations.
Exposure control plan.

Work practice controls.

Other potentially infectious materials.
Regulated medical waste.

e Contaminated HR and associated PE.

2-37. For additional information, see TG 195A and 29 CFR 1910.

2-38. The DOD must anticipate a request for assistance to provide MA support for non-DOD affiliated
personnel within the JOA. Consequently, MA planners should review agreements, entitlements, laws, and
regulations for the provision of DOD MA services, eligibility for transportation, and consult with the staff
judge advocate as needed.

OTHER PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

2-39. Additional considerations for MA planning include—

e Command and control (C2) of the MA operation (reporting officials, chain of command,
communications equipment, and administrative requirements).

Number and location of MACPs, TMEPs, and TPEDSs required.

Location of major road networks, alternate routes, rail lines, airports, and seaports.
Time required for MA facilities to reach full operational capability.

Time required to call-up Reserve Component (RC) MA forces.
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The use of MA contractor support (only U.S. will handle U.S. human remains).
Coordination of intra-theater transportation requirements.

Capability of U.S. Transportation Command to provide assets for evacuating HR to the designated
CONUS port mortuary.

Coordination with mortuaries in and out of the AOR.

Any alliances or agreements with HN and MNF.

Climatic conditions.

Environment, safety, and sanitation.

Availability of HN facilities.

Threat evaluation plan for the joint security area (JSA).

Security used for personnel, equipment, sites, facilities, and convoys.

Coordination with public affairs, chaplain, legal, medical, and logistics points of contact.

Interface with nongovernmental organizations, intergovernmental organizations, embassy
officials, and other USG personnel as needed. (Important when coordinating temporary interment
locations as a last resort.)

e Establishing protocols for potential contaminated human remains.

2-40. During humanitarian assistance, DSCA, or homeland defense operations, the use of various
investigation teams has proven to be effective to support the MA mission. Investigative elements will
interview area personnel and conduct an on-site assessment to conduct recovery operations. Planners should
consider requesting the appropriate specialized assets to support MA investigative teams.

2-41. Theater-level MA planners should have available MA site surveys for countries within their AOR. The
MA site survey assesses MA infrastructure value for contingency operations. If a country survey is not
available or is not current, theater planners should request a survey be conducted by the logistics planners on
the ground. If there are no logistics planners available to conduct the survey, the theater planners conduct
one to determine refrigerated container and refrigerated facility support, morgues, embalming capabilities,
and identify current MA procedures already resident in the country that apply to U.S. forces.

2-42. The Office of the Secretary of Defense for public affairs has published strict guidelines regarding
release of information, photographing, and video recording of any type for deceased personnel, flag draped
transfer cases, and transportation ceremonies (see detailed guidance on these topics in DODI 1300.29). The
MA plan should support the commander’s communications strategy by addressing public affairs topics, such
as—

Handling casualty press releases.
Prohibited photography and video recording of the evacuation of human remains.
e Ensuring media requests are routed through the command public affairs office for—
=  Release authority and guidance on casualty and mortuary affairs.
= U.S. and multinational prisoner of war matters or missing in action.
= Enemy prisoner of war matters.

2-43. There are instances where embedded media and public affairs may interact with MA personnel and
facilities.

2-44. For additional information on public affairs and media support in the JOA, see JP 3-61 and consult the
command public affairs for the latest guidance from the DOD public affairs office.
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Mortuary Affairs and the Operational Environment

Multi-Service mortuary affairs in the extended multi-domain operational environment
must optimize combined operations. The U.S. Armed Forces must use technical
dominance, global power projection, and operations through the tactical, operational,
and strategic levels of war in support of national defense and the national military
strategy. Mortuary affairs must synchronize as a part of the sustainment warfighting
function across the Services for efficient execution of global mortuary affairs
operations throughout each prospective theater of operations. Services within the DOD
must provide full disclosure of mortuary affairs capacities and capabilities with
engaged multi-Service planning and collaboration to ensure projection of mortuary
affairs resources and personnel at scale to ensure deceased Service members and
associated PE are evacuated expeditiously from theaters of operations to their
designated family members.

MULTI-DOMAIN OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

3-1. The extended multi-domain operational environment (OE) will demand that Service members are
strategically-minded joint warfighters who think critically and creatively, and execute globally integrated
MA operations under conditions of disruptive change. Service members executing multi-Service MA
operations must utilize lethality, mobility, and protection to search and recover, process, and evacuate HR
and associated PE from theaters of operations.

3-2. The extended multi-domain OE provides peer adversaries with capability to contest the U.S. Armed
Forces in all domains with increased lethality and ever-increasing complexity. Multi-Service theater MA
operations must mitigate anti-access and area denial systems that create multiple layers of standoff. Multi-
Service theater MA personnel and equipment require external protection for effective execution of MA
operations. Multi-Service MACPs will require staffing to support two 12-hour shifts during 24-hour
operations due to the inherently high fatality rates associated with large-scale combat operations. As the battle
intensifies, planners must identify the multi-Service MA teams that will operate in a DS capacity to maneuver
elements throughout the JOA; these MA teams must rely on the supported unit for force protection.

3-3. In addition to providing multi-Service MA personnel and equipment, planners must ensure MA
capabilities in direct support of combat units are properly employed, with a presence in both designated
consolidation areas and remote areas. As maneuver units push and pull, retrograde, and refit, MA must extend
support through all available means. Multi-Service MA operations must synchronize MA processes to ensure
optimal utilization of assets. In large-scale combat operations, evacuation operations will require optimal
throughput of remains and associated PE from tactical areas to the CONUS port mortuary using established
sea and aerial ports in the JSA.

THEATERS OF OPERATION

3-4. The United States Africa, Central, European, Indo-Pacific, Northern, and Southern CCMDs control
and coordinate multi-Service MA operations within their operational theaters. Shaping the OE requires threat
and infrastructure assessments in order to designate logistics requirements for a theater to execute the GCC’s
intent. Operational theaters present inherent characteristics that determine operational plans for achieving
national objectives. Planning considerations for multi-Service theater MA operations must shape operational
environments with resources from all components of the U.S. Armed Forces to sustain major military
operations supporting large-scale combat operations.
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PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

3-5.  Multi-Service theater MA operations are simultaneous and geographically dispersed operations that
vary by environment. The Service component commands provide responsive support by synchronizing MA
resources in highly contested and lethal areas. The common operational picture for multi-Service theater MA
operations reflects the employment of MA assets throughout the strategic, operational, and tactical levels of
war. Planners must identify MA teams that require force protection and conditions for MA support.

3-6. Planners must establish throughput methods within their theater logistics overviews identifying flat
rack transfer points, aerial delivery locations, and available sustainment resources to increase evacuation of
HR and associated PE. Considerations for reconstitution of MA personnel and materiel will be critical during
large-scale combat operations. Designated distribution and retrograde channels may use additional
transportation nodes for remains and associated PE due to high fatality numbers during offensive operations.

3-7. Prepositioning of MA resources in prepositioned stocks and sustainment command warehouses will
contribute to the MA support and resupply of MA materiel during large-scale combat operations. Planning
processes must continuously consider multi-Service MA operations to consolidate gains. The execution of
MA operations throughout operational environments must support national strategic objectives. Multi-
Service MA personnel must understand, balance, and assume risk to ensure responsive MA support to
operational forces.

Integration

3-8. Service component staff planners should integrate MA assets and capabilities into operational plans.
This requires deliberate coordination and synchronization with component partners to achieve
complementary and reinforcing effects for the full continuum of mortuary affairs operations.

Anticipation

3-9. Planners must forecast support and throughput for high fatality numbers during large-scale combat
operations. They must utilize the experience and training of multi-Service MA personnel and staffs. Planners
must be able to visualize and identify necessary resources and capabilities providing MA support to theaters.
Planners must account for competing priorities for required external support. These deciding factors will
establish the theater multi-Service MA common operational picture for commanders.

Responsiveness

3-10. To reduce travel time and increase responsiveness, theater-level sustainment planners should
coordinate for MA support to be in position as close as possible to the tactical units prior to offensive
operations. Joint large-scale combat operations may require multi-Service MA augmentation capabilities to
support MACPs and TMEP evacuation operations. MA support should be resourced to provide the right
support in the right place at the right time. A detailed common operating picture will facilitate phased MA
support through each OE.

Simplicity

3-11. MA assets provide a full spectrum of MA support to U.S. Armed Forces and allies. The MA units must
be equipped, structured, and trained to execute sustainment missions in support of maneuver operations.
Personnel and equipment must be allocated to theaters of operations in relation to the number of forces
operating within the region.

Economy

3-12. MA planners ensure campaign plans identify theater logistics capabilities and shortfalls for more
efficient execution of operations. Staffs and units must have visibility of governmental organizations, allied
nations, and host-nation support available in theaters of operation.
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Survivability

3-13. Planners integrate air defense countermeasures into logistical consolidation areas to protect
sustainment forces. Because sustainment is often vulnerable to enemy attacks, sustainment survivability
depends on active and passive measures and maneuver forces for protection.

Continuity

3-14. Sustainment is dependent upon joint and strategic integration and planners meticulously coordinate
across echelons to ensure continuity in resourcing MA operations to reach the point of employment.

Improvisation

3-15. Planners must take into consideration that each OE is fluid, complex, ever changing, and require
flexible MA support for maneuver courses of action.

EXECUTION DURING MULTI-DOMAIN OPERATIONS

3-16. Multi-Service MA operations execute support during decisive action at the strategic, operational, and
tactical levels of war. MA operations at each echelon must provide responsive support during extended multi-
domain operations. MA support must be as close as possible to tactical units in order to reduce evacuation
travel time. Aerial delivery and additional modes of transportation are required to assist with the intra-theater
evacuation of deceased personnel and associated PE. Failure to provide efficient support during offensive
operations can cause tactical pauses, culminate offensive operations, and prevent consolidating gains.

Strategic

3-17. GCCs develop campaign and contingency plans that include using multi-Service MA to support joint
forces in the JOA. The JMAO in the J-4 joint logistics operations center works closely with the Service
component commands to identify MA assets. The GCC can task another Service as the lead Service in joint
operations. For example, the Department of the Air Force may be assigned as the joint task force commander.
The joint task force requires a force multiplier from the Army, such as MA units. These units would fall
under the C2 of an air expeditionary task force (AETF) and report up a non-Army Service component
command (ASCC) level chain of command.

Operational

3-18. A joint logistics element in the theater may be managed by either an Army assistant chief of staff for
logistics (G-4), theater sustainment command (TSC), Marine logistics group, Navy logistics readiness center,
or an Air Force A-1 AETF using force support squadron personnel, and all drawing MA expertise to operate
as the TMAO. The MA sustainment planner for the theater focuses on the operational sustainment
management responsible to synchronize with higher, adjacent, and joint enabling agencies that require MA
resources. It is imperative that the command and staff understand what each partner provides to support the
GCC and Service component command objectives. In most cases, the Army staff at the ASCC level manages
MA functions as the lead agent for MA operations and delegates this task to the TSC.

Tactical

3-19. During large-scale combat operations, the Service component command responsible for MA will
assign assets to the highest sustainment echelon in an AO, which simplifies how tactical commands will
receive MA augmentation support. MA specialists are assigned forward as MA teams, platoons, and units to
the highest sustainment echelon for employment with maneuver elements. These MA assets may require
consolidation for maximum MA support to recovery and evacuation operations.

SUSTAINMENT DURING EXTENDED MULTI-DOMAIN OPERATIONS

3-20. The TSC establishes C2 of operational-level logistics for MA operations by employing one or more
expeditionary sustainment commands (ESCs), which provide a rapidly deployable, regionally focused,
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forward-based C2 capability until a TSC can assume that function. When the Army is the predominant land
force operating within an AO, the TSC or ESC, at the discretion of the joint force commander, has the
capability to become a joint logistics headquarters providing logistics support to all joint forces within the
JOA. This is contingent upon the other Services, DOD agencies, and CCMDs providing the appropriate
augmentation of personnel and capabilities to support this joint mission. Even though the majority of MA
logistics capabilities are sourced from the RC, the Army and Marine Corps have MA common-user
equipment and adhere to the same processes that expedite the evacuation of remains and PE from the AOR.

3-21. Multi-Service MA liaison personnel synchronize efforts by communicating MA support requirements
through the joint force commander. This collaborative support is constantly challenged by tailoring the right
support for increased operating tempo and consolidating resources for the GCC’s air and surface theater
movement of remains and PE. The JIMAO, on behalf of the GCC, ensures continuity in the JOA in accordance
with the GCC’s overall priorities.

OPERATIONS DURING CONSOLIDATION OF GAINS

3-4

3-22. The execution of multi-Service MA operations during consolidation of gains will contribute to
achieving the GCC end state. Emphasis will shift from supporting maneuver units defeating threat forces to
transferring responsibility from multi-Service MA personnel to HN government, interagency partners, and
other organizations. Multi-Service MA operations transitioning to humanitarian relief for HN populations, in
coordination with unified action partners, can add value to any Service sustainment package. As maneuver
operations defeat enemy forces, logistics formations can expand the MA footprint, which also facilitates
increased throughput of remains and associated PE from the tactical areas to the JSA.
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Search and Recovery Operations

Commanders of all Services have the responsibility to care for deceased personnel
within their AO. The search and recovery of human remains is the first step in the care
and handling of deceased personnel. A search and recovery operation is the systematic
process of searching for and recovering HR and PE, plotting and recording locations,
and evacuating the HR and PE to the nearest MA facility. Commanders must make
every reasonable effort to successfully search for, recover, and evacuate all human
remains within the AO. When a unit is unable to recover its own deceased personnel,
the unit will coordinate with the appropriate higher headquarters to request search and
recovery support from MA personnel through the TMAO.

SECTION | - SEARCH AND RECOVERY OVERVIEW

4-1. Each Military Service is responsible for the search, recovery, and tentative ID of deceased personnel
when possible in the AOR. Commanders at all levels are responsible for recovery.

4-2. Deceased personnel that are assigned and attached (military, DOD civilian and covered contractors)
are evacuated from the incident site to their nearest MA facility. For personnel accountability, commanders
are also responsible for S&R operations for deceased personnel of other nations and Services within their
AO. Units can contact the TMAO or the lead Service for MA within the AOR for further guidance on
recovering deceased personnel from allied or MNF partners, or other Services. (See JP 4-0, appendix M for
additional information.)

4-3. S&R is the first step in the MA process on the battlefield. Commanders must make every reasonable
effort to successfully recover and evacuate all deceased personnel in their AO. Daylight hours are the normal
S&R periods. However, commanders may direct recovery operations during hours of darkness to move a
fatality to the unit casualty collection point (CCP). Prior to deployment, the unit commander identifies those
personnel to train and equip as part of the unit recovery team to conduct the recovery tasks.

4-4. When a unit suffers a loss, leaders must initiate a DA Form 1156, Casualty Feeder Card (for Army
personnel) or the parent Service-specific form for reporting a fatality. Units send the casualty feeder form to
the higher headquarters (HQ) personnel office or casualty liaison team. This will assist commanders and
casualty liaison teams in producing the initial casualty report in DCIPS.

4-5. If possible, commanders will ensure a unit representative accompanies the deceased to the MACP to
establish tentative ID. In addition to the associated PE found on the remains, all individual combat clothing
and equipment stays on the deceased and travels with the remains for forensic examination by the AFMES.
When a unit is unable to recover its own deceased personnel, the unit coordinates with the appropriate higher
HQ to request S&R support from MA personnel. During the handling of HR, personnel must take care to
avoid exposure to blood or body fluids IAW universal precautions as outlined in TG 195A.

4-6. The command will use the unit recovery team to conduct the initial search and recovery. Unit recovery
teams are non-mortuary affairs personnel available to conduct immediate recovery operations.
Mortuary affairs personnel do not normally staff these teams. MA liaison personnel may accompany the team
to provide guidance if available, and if doing so does not impact MA operations.

4-7. There are three distinct phases of search and recovery: combat, post-combat, and area clearance. The
S&R phases describe the actions that occur during the two types of recovery operations.
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4-8. There are two types of search and recovery operations:

e Immediate recovery operations are performed by the unit recovery team to search for and
recover human remains and personal effects during the combat phase when the tactical
situation permits a recovery with the forces at hand without detailed planning or
coordination.

e Deliberate search and recovery operations are performed during the post-combat and area
clearance phases, when enemy threat is minimal, and adequate time is available to use all
the detailed techniques.

COMBAT PHASE

4-9. The combat phase of S&R begins with immediate recovery operations. During military operations, the
unit commander is responsible for the initial search and recovery of all human remains within their AO. It is
important for personnel making the initial recovery to not remove any clothing, individual equipment, and
PE found on the remains, document the site location, and report this information to the MACP or closest MA
facility. MA-trained personnel will use this information to conduct a site closure or area clearance phase
search. If remains are not recovered due to the movement of organizational elements, lack of sufficient
personnel, or tactical or logistical conditions, specific location of remains and all pertinent facts must be
reported by the commander to the next higher-level HQ for appropriate action to effect recovery and
evacuation at the earliest time.

POST-COMBAT PHASE

4-10. The purpose of the post-combat phase is to locate remains that were not recovered prior to the
movement of combat elements from the battle area as soon as it is practical. This phase immediately
supplements initial immediate recovery operations and is accomplished by the unit recovery team or MA and
additional personnel as needed. The higher-level HQ assigns a plan for deliberate S&R operations to
supplement the immediate S&R operations. The MA personnel from the closest supporting logistics
command may be tasked to assist with the deliberate S&R operations; however, removing MA personnel
from an MACP should be a last resort as it will degrade the MACP capability to process and evacuate HR
and PE. Commanders must make every effort to recover their deceased personnel during this phase,
documenting the location of the search area and providing this information to the higher-level HQ who will
assist with the site closure or area clearance phase.

AREA CLEARANCE PHASE

4-11. The area clearance phase represents a final thorough deliberate search and recovery of each area where
military forces were engaged in combat. The purpose of this search is to locate and recover all remains not
recovered during combat or post-combat phases, and to ascertain that no recoverable remains are in the area.
GCCs should conduct area clearance operations using MA personnel to recover and account for deceased or
missing personnel immediately after fighting has ceased.

4-12. The Defense Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Accounting Agency will conduct search and recovery
for past conflicts as outlined in 10 U.S. Code § 1509 (a). This agency’s mission is to achieve the fullest
possible accounting of all Americans missing as a result of the nation's past conflicts, and has site closure
responsibility for past conflicts.

SECTION Il - UNIT RECOVERY TEAM

4-13. This section describes the unit recovery team and its associated duties and training. Commanders
appoint personnel to a unit recovery team on official written orders, ensuring that they maintain the assigned
recovery equipment and receive adequate training to conduct immediate recovery operations. Non-MA unit
personnel will follow guidance in this chapter for search and recovery operations. Commanders should ensure
multiple teams receive training and are available if required for mass fatality recovery operations, as in large-
scale combat operations.
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UNIT RECOVERY TEAM OVERVIEW

4-14. The commander is responsible for the conduct and safety of the unit recovery team. The team consists
of at least five personnel, with a minimum of one noncommissioned officer (NCO) assigned as the team
leader. Unit commanders will ensure the following:

Commanders should integrate unit recovery team training into the training schedule semiannually,
for all contingency operations, and during deployments.

Unit leaders must ensure the unit recovery team has medical and occupational health support
available to support the team’s immediate medical needs, provide health and wellness checks to
monitor injury or illness, and respond to exposure to bio-hazardous blood and body fluids IAW
TG 195A.

Unit leaders must ensure that all appointed unit recovery team members receive the high-risk
occupation immunizations required by their Service medical regulation (for example, AR 40-562).
Commanders may request additional MA guidance from the MA Officer or NCO on staff at their
supporting logistics command, or as a last resort, the supporting MA facility (Navy, refer to
NAVMEDCOMINST 5360.1).

MA personnel responsible for training the recovery team will ensure the appropriate equipment
and location is available to support the training or rehearsal.

4-15. In order to adequately resupply unit recovery team operations, logistics units that own supply support
activity warehouses will stock human remains pouches (HRPs) at 25% strength of all units within their
designated support area. The Air Mobility Command (AMC), Defense Logistics Agency, and appropriate
depot-level supply source will stock HRPs and human remains transfer cases (HRTCs) or the insulated human
remains transfer case (IHRTC) for theater resupply to MA operations. The JMAO will monitor theater
stockage levels and request additional stocks from the TMAO.

Note. Units that stock HRPs should track and monitor their storage and shelf life (60 months). MA
planners will track and report stockage and consumption rates through support operations (SPO)
channels.

UNIT RECOVERY TEAM TRAINING

4-16. Non-MA unit recovery team training includes—

S&R training on immediate recovery operations (minimum semiannually).
Instruction on safeguarding and accounting for PE recovered at the incident site.
Familiarization with the individual and team equipment, including applicable S&R forms.

Training from occupational health on blood-borne pathogens, the donning and doffing of personal
protective equipment (PPE), and medical requirements to handle HR (see appendix A).

Training on operational public health and safety, preservation of HR awaiting transport and in
temporary storage, and proper disposal of bio-hazardous material.

Training from qualified MA personnel:
= Army: Logistics command staff MA NCO.

= United States Marine Corps (USMC): Personnel Retrieval and Processing (PRP) company or
Marine logistics group MA staff officer or NCO.

= United States Navy (USN): Supply corps personnel officer or a PRP company representative.

= United States Air Force (USAF): Force Support personnel such as Prime Readiness in Base
Services (RIBS).

4-17. Requests for training support should go through command channels when the logistics command
cannot provide a qualified trainer for non-MA unit personnel.
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UNIT RECOVERY TEAM LEADER

4-18. The unit recovery team leader must ensure—
e The team searches the whole area completely using strict search discipline (see figures 4-1 and 4-
2 on page 4-10).
e All site-related hazardous waste is disposed of IAW TG195A and reports any blood-borne
pathogens exposure to the medical treatment facility.
e HR are transported in a covered vehicle to provide proper dignity by concealing from view.

HR are carried on a litter feet first and face up, keeping the HR shrouded at all times, and evacuated
to the CCP for movement to the nearest MACP.

e The team conducts S&R operations properly and completes the proper reports IAW the Service-
specific format. If HR are irretrievable or incomplete (missing major portions), initiate the proper
reports. (See appendix C in this publication for additional information.)

Note. Army personnel see FM 6-99 for U.S. Army report and message formats.

4-19. The unit recovery team leader is also responsible for team member work site safety and health, and
ensures that—
e The team leader trains and rehearses with the unit recovery team training (minimum
semiannually).
e The team receives PPE, proper wear training, and has sufficient MA supplies to sustain the unit
recovery team mission.
o Wellness checks are performed upon mission completion.

4-20. The unit recovery team leader is responsible for ensuring the required MA supplies are on hand and
serviceable. Prior to deployment, the unit should maintain quantities of MA supplies required to accomplish
HR recovery (HRP, PE bags, footlockers for PE) based upon 10% percent of the unit's strength. Contact the
higher HQ MA staff NCO for resupply.

UNIT RECOVERY TEAM MEMBERS

4-21. Non-MA unit recovery team members must be appointed on orders by the commander, ready with the
proper fitting PPE, and participate in unit recovery team training at a minimum of twice per year. Team
members must plainly understand the unique security requirements and demands encountered when dealing
with HR. They should also maintain individual and recovery team equipment and MA supplies for mission
readiness.

4-22. Team members should be medically screened and receive the appropriate immunizations to perform
MA functions. They should also have access to spiritual support and behavioral health as needed.

IMMEDIATE RECOVERY OPERATIONS

4-4

4-23. Immediate recovery operations are initiated when the threat of enemy attack is high, and time to recover
sensitive items, remains, portions, and PE is limited. Unit personnel develop a plan to provide security of the
recovery site to accomplish the recovery of remains, portions, and sensitive items as a priority. Recovery sites
are areas where human remains or other material evidence have been deposited, or are believed to
have been deposited. Remains, portions, and sensitive items have first priority for recovery over PE due to
the evolving enemy threat. Conditions do not allow time for a thorough detailed grid search of the incident
site.

4-24. Also known as hasty recovery, these techniques are used when active combat operations are still
ongoing, enemy threat is high, or very limited time is available to conduct S&R to reduce risk to troops (for
example, downed aircraft). Hasty recovery sites may always be followed up by a deliberate search and
recovery when conditions allow. However, some technology must be destroyed in place to prevent
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compromise if it cannot be recovered. In these cases, a hasty recovery should be conducted if commanders
determine conditions allow.

4-25. During the combat phase, non-MA units should make every effort possible to safely recover deceased
personnel with the wounded. If the HR cannot be recovered safely, unit leaders must report the grid
coordinates and the condition of unrecovered HR to the unit commander. The unit commander will plan to
initiate a deliberate S&R mission as soon as tactical conditions allow or during the post-combat phase. Units
should make every attempt to conduct S&R operations during daylight hours.

Note. Exception to this guidance is for immediate recovery operations occurring during hours of
darkness. Tactical use of the cover of darkness to move a fatality to the CCP will be at the
discretion of the commander.

4-26. For non-MA unit recovery teams, the minimum equipment it should carry to conduct immediate
recovery operations includes—

Covered vehicle (for evacuation).

PPE (latex-free disposable gloves, eye protection, and N-95/Single-Use Protective Mask).
Litter (recover and evacuate fatalities).

HRP, National Stock Number (NSN) 9930-01-331-6244.

DD Form 1380 (Tactical Combat Casualty Care Card) if attended by a medical provider.
Global Positioning System (GPS) devices.

PE Bags.

HEALTH AND SANITATION

4-27. One of the basic dangers of S&R operations is the sustained contact with HR. Proper personal health
and sanitation practices are vitally important as handling HR in various stages of decomposition can result in
both medical and biological hazards. Infectious organisms may be associated with the HR and the areas where
the HR are found or processed. Personnel may be exposed to a number of pathogens that can cause infection
when they perform MA operations. When a person dies, the human body undergoes a series of biological
changes, collectively referred to as decomposition. These changes stem from two key factors: the cessation
of biological functions within the body and the spread and activity of bacteria after death. However, this does
not happen immediately, and the transmission of an infectious agent from a deceased human to a living person
can occur.

4-28. Therefore, each person involved in recovery, evacuation, or processing of HR must ensure successful
implementation of safety and health procedures. (For more information on health and safety information for
MA personnel, see appendix A in this publication and refer to TG 195A.)

RECOVERY TEAM PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

4-29. Table 4-1 on page 4-6 shows the recommended personal protection equipment for conducting MA
tasks. Unit recovery teams and MA personnel use the prescribed PPE identified below and IAW TG195A.
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Table 4-1. Personal protective equipment for mortuary affairs tasks

N95 Mask®/
Eyewear | or Surgical
L Goggles/ Mask?!/ AT Head | Shoe
Task or Activity Gloves . Protective
Face Single-Use Clothin Cover | Cover
Shield Protective 9
Mask?
Extracting human remains from Yes Yes? Yes Yes Yes® Yes
wreckage
Extracting personal effects from Yes Yes? Yes Yes Yes® Yes
wreckage
Handling human remains Yes Yes Yes Yes No*5 Yes
Handling human remains contained in Yes Yes No Yes No No
human remains pouch
Handling (non-CBRN) contaminated Yes No* No* Yes No* Yes*
clothing and personal effects
Collecting blood, body fluids, tissues Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
X-raying human remains contained in Yes No No Yes No No
human remains pouch
Cleaning Mobile Integrated Remains Yes No* No* Yes No No*5
Collection System or work area floors
Cleaning Mobile Integrated Remains Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
Collection System or work instruments/
equipment
Cleaning Mobile Integrated Remains Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes
Collection System or work area tables
and surfaces
Disposing of regulated medical waste Yes No Yes No® No No
Legend:
CBRN = chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear.
1 = Surgical masks are not respirators, unless approved as a surgical N95 respirator by Food and Drug
Administration and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.
2 = Should be both splash and impact protective.
3 = Extrication from wreckage may require personnel to utilize hardhats and impact resistant eye protection.
4 = Unless splashing is likely or a mist/aerosol/particulate can be generated.
5 = Unless soiling is likely.
6 = N-95 National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health Respirator Mask.

SECTION Ill - SEARCH AND RECOVERY PLANNING

4-30. The tasked unit commander or designated team leader is responsible for preparing, training, and
resourcing the unit recovery team. Information affecting safety, threat situation, and the recovery is in the
planning estimate and the analysis of mission variables. Specialized personnel may be required to conduct
the S&R mission.

4-31. When planning for a S&R, it is important to gather all pertinent data on—
e Mission (hostile or non-hostile).
e Fatalities.
e Appropriate equipment (for example, engineer).
e MA supplies required.
e Specialized personnel required.

4-32. Analysis of the mission variables will greatly influence different missions, S&R teams, and MA
capabilities available to respond to a mass fatality incident. Planning may require coordination with several
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different outside agencies or units for security, logistics (including transportation), and augmentation of MA
personnel. The mission variables consist of—

Mission.

Enemy.

Terrain and weather.

Troops (or Service members) and support available.
Time available.

Civil considerations.

SPECIALIZED PERSONNEL

4-33. It is essential to mission success that personnel who are familiar with the people, equipment, and
munitions located at the S&R site are present. Some specialized personnel include—

CBRN personnel.

Explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) personnel.

Security personnel.

Linguists.

Medical personnel.

AFMES staff (medicolegal death investigator or forensic pathologist).
Engineer support personnel.

Transportation personnel.

Other required personnel (for example, losing unit or other Service personnel).
MA personnel (pending availability, mission dictated).

UNIT COMMANDER ACTIONS

4-34. The unit commander must execute the following actions for a theater death:

Report the fatality to higher HQ via telephonic status report and message format, initiating the
initial fatality report for DCIPS.

Activate the unit recovery team to conduct S&R, and resource the team to the maximum extent
possible.

Return all government property (maps, weapons, sensitive items, or equipment) issued to or found
with the deceased to the unit supply section. These items do not accompany the remains to the
MACP.

Ensure the deceased being recovered is transported to the nearest MA facility with all protective
equipment (body armor and helmet included) for the AFMES forensic examination.

Coordinate for a person (unit leaders, first-line supervisor, roommate, or close friend), if available,
to do the visual recognition of the deceased on DD Form 565 (Statement of Recognition of
Deceased).

Ensure all PE found on the remains at the time of the recovery are transported to the MACP.
Refer to the Service-specific regulation on MA for unit commander actions concerning a fatality
(Army personnel see AR 638-2 and DA PAM 638-2).

Initiate a DA Form 1156 (or parent Service form) and notify higher HQ.

Ensure the appointed summary courts-martial officer (SCMO) or summary courts officer (SCO)
is available for the inventory of PE remaining in the unit area per Title 10 USC 816 and Manual
for Courts-Martial United States Rule 1301(a). The Summary Courts Martial Convening
Authority appoints SCMOs and SCOs (see chapter 7 and respective Service publications for more
information).
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SECTION IV - SEARCH AND RECOVERY TECHNIQUES

4-35. This section describes and outlines the techniques used by all military Services for MA search and
recovery operations in a theater. Personnel and equipment requirements are identified in this section.

DELIBERATE SEARCH AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS

4-36. When it is suspected that HR or portions have been left on the battlefield during the combat phase,
commanders should begin planning for deliberate S&R operations using the unit recovery team.

Note. Marine Corps commanders should report potentially unrecovered HR to higher HQ so the
Personnel Retrieval Platoon can be tasked to conduct the deliberate S&R. See chapter 10 for more
information on Marine Corps MA.

4-37. MA personnel should be used as a last resort as to not degrade the theater's capability to process and
evacuate HR. The following rules apply:

e The team leader for the deliberate S&R mission will follow all priorities listed in this chapter.
e Conduct S&R operations during daylight hours.

Note. Moving a fatality to the unit CCP during hours of darkness is executed at the discretion of
the commander.

e When recovering HR, the team will immediately transport to the unit CCP, the nearest MACP, or
MA facility, whichever is closest.

e If a unit cannot recover a member of their unit, the unit commander must request MA support
from their higher HQ as quickly as possible to recover the unaccounted HR.

e For reporting fatality incidents, complete and forward a Human Remains Search and Recovery
Status Report (REMAINSARSTAT) to higher HQ (See appendix C for a sample). For other than
Army, the military Service that suffers the loss will initiate a casualty report IAW Service-specific
regulatory guidance.

USE OF ADDITIONAL SPECIAL SKILLS PERSONNEL

4-38. In the post-combat phase, it is more likely to have a greater availability of specialized personnel to
assist during deliberate S&R operations. These personnel may include, but are not limited to—

e Linguists.

e Life support technicians.

e EOD.

e CBRN.

e Additional MA personnel.

e Medical personnel, including behavioral health and preventive medicine personnel.
e AFMES staff (for example, forensic pathologist, medicolegal death investigator).
e Canine search teams (non-DOD asset).

e Anthropologists.

DELIBERATE SEARCH AND RECOVERY EQUIPMENT
4-39. The recommended equipment items for conducting deliberate S&R operations include, but are not
limited to—
e Proper PPE for the MA task, (see table 4-1 on page 4-6).

e Additional PPE (M-40 or M-50 protective masks, or full-face respirators to protect against
depleted uranium, asbestos fibers, carbon fibers, and other associated hazards).
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e Required minimum S&R forms (depending on the situation, the unit may complete forms at the
MACP, if necessary):

= DD Form 565 (Statement of Recognition of Deceased).

= DD Form 567 (Record of Search and Recovery).

= DD Form 1074 (Questionnaire of Local Inhabitants).

= DD Form 1076 (Record of Personal Effects of Believed to Be [BTB] Deceased).
Empty large footlocker to fill with mission supplies.

Mission-specific transportation (covered vehicle) and security equipment.
Communications.

Litter (to recover and evacuate fatalities).

GPS devices.

Maps of the identified search location.

Lensatic compass and protractor.

Tape measure, preferably in meters (50 meters).

Rope or strong cord (50 meters or 150 feet equivalent, for suspected explosive device).

Multi-colored pin flags (for marking locations of HR, disassociated personal effects, and explosive
ordnance).

S&R mission journal.

Sketch and overlay paper.

Blank manila tags.

Permanent marker, pens, pencils, and manila folders.
Clip boards.

Metal security seals.

Clear, sealed zip-closure bags.

Red biohazard bags.

Wood stake bundles (preferably 18 to 24 inches).
DD Form 1380 (if attended by a medical provider).
Human remains pouch.

Axe, machete, or hatchet to remove vegetation or clear an area prior to a search.

CONDUCTING DELIBERATE SEARCH AND RECOVERY

4-40. When conducting a deliberate S&R mission, the S&R team arrives at the dismount point and receives
instructions from the team leader. The team follows a systematic method (see figures 4-1 and figure 4-2 on
page 4-10) to allow team members to cover the entire established search area thoroughly. At a minimum,
each team should consist of a team leader, two flankers, and enough people to cover the search area
adequately, but team composition can vary depending on the mission requirements. The team leader should
have predesignated duties for each member and perform pre-combat inspections on individual and team
equipment prior to departing for the site.
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Figure 4-2. Example of a straight-line box search

ATP 4-46/MCRP 3-40G.3/NTTP 4-06/AFTTP 3-2.51

03 August 2022




Search and Recovery Operations

LEADERS ACTIONS

4-41. Prior to executing S&R missions, the leader conducts reconnaissance to assess the site and determine
if there are any additional personnel or resources required. Teams use this assessment to establish boundaries,
identify danger areas, coordinate security, and determine the search methodology to use. This assessment
may need to be coordinated with the logistics command for aerial reconnaissance of the recovery site search
area. Army personnel should use TC 3-25.26, and other Service personnel should use their appropriate
Service reference for land navigation information when conducting S&R operations. In preparation for S&R
operations, the team leader—

®  Assesses the search area to determine the best search method to use: open or closed search pattern:

= Open search formation (double-arm interval) is used for open or sparsely vegetated areas.

= Closed search formation (single-arm or close interval) is used for densely vegetated areas or
difficult terrain with limited visibility.

e Equips the recovery team with the necessary equipment (for example, GPS, compasses, sketch
map paper, map overlays), appropriate PPE (minimum of gloves, goggles, and masks to protect
against depleted uranium, asbestos fibers, carbon fibers, and other associated hazards), and a
machete or hand ax, if required, to clear ground brush.

e Ensures adequate security personnel stay at the dismount point to relay communications.

4-42. For established S&R responses where an incident commander, military criminal investigation
organization, or other investigative agency is present, the MA team leader should consult with this on-site
representative to determine the evidence to document and collect. The focus of the MA team's recovery
should be for associated and disassociated personal effects and evidence on or in vicinity of the human
remains. For S&R responses where no incident command or external agency structure is established, the MA
team should consult with the TMAO for further guidance and distinction.

4-43. During deliberate S&R operations, the team should consider HR and PE as armed with improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) or unexploded ordnance (UXO) until determined otherwise. Teams should take
proper precautions prior to handling any HR, portions, or PE. Teams can check small portions and PE for
possible IEDs by close visual examination prior to searching the site. If IEDs or UXO are present, halt
operations, move away from the incident, and request EOD support.

4-44. After the EOD checks have been completed, the team should move single file, with the team leader
and communications operator in the center of the formation. Once the team leader has determined the team
is within approximately 100 meters of the given recovery site location, the team either will assemble into an
open or closed formation.

4-45. Based upon available resources and the defined search area, teams may employ several search
methods:

e Strip or line search for covering large or open areas.

Zone or sector search assists a team to divide a larger search area into zones or sectors.
Point-to-point search method for small, confined areas.

Spiral or circular search for outdoor sites with one to two personnel conducting the search.

Clockwise search and counterclockwise search are inside search patterns with two personnel
conducting the search.

Note: Search methods are shown in figure 4-1 on page 4-10.

4-46. The fields of view of the adjacent searchers should overlap. The team should then use the straight-line
box search method (see figure 4-2 on page 4-10) with the team leader in the rear-center of the formation:

e The S&R team will search in a slow and steady pattern, searching side-to-side for items pertaining
to the operation and potential recovery site.

e The team leader should ensure the team maintains proper intervals, moves in the direction of the
potential recovery site, and always stays on line.
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4-47. Time and threat level permitting, team members may observe an item that may be relevant to the
search. The team will use a predetermined verbal or hand-and-arm signal to alert the team to halt for—

The team leader to examine the items, and if the item is deemed to be HR, portions of HR, or
disassociated personal effects. Disassociated personal effects are personal effects not found on
the human remains or cannot be associated at the time of recovery.

The team leader to mark the item with a predetermined color pin flag or other suitable marking
method.

The team leader to mark any item that could be associated with the event. Collect and return these
items to the MACP for forwarding to the AFMES for examination when in doubt.

Annotation of the S&R number assigned to the item and a description in a field notebook and site
sketch.

Note. An R number (for example, R-1) will be assigned to any item found that constitutes more
than 50 percent of a human body that is intact and includes a majority of the torso. The team leader
will make this determination. If there are no items representing more than 50 percent, all portions
will receive a sequential P number (examples of this would be P-1, P-2, and P-3). A torso will be
marked as HR. Body regions such as an isolated head or legs, even if attached at the pelvis, will

be marked as a portion.

4-48. This search and marking method will continue until the team has reached a point at least 100 meters
past the last marked item:

The team leader will halt the team and direct either the left or right flanker to face about, depending
on which direction the search will proceed.

The remaining team members will pivot around the flanker, remaining online until the team is
facing in the opposite direction.

This search should extend 100 meters past the last recovery item found in each direction. If deemed
necessary, the team leader may expand the limits of the search area.

The team leader directs the team to search until they find all HR or until there are no portions of
HR in the area.

4-49. Team members must be aware of areas where HR may be located:

The team should search unusual ground disturbances that may be due to temporary interments,
collapsed bunkers, hasty burials, isolated interments, or fighting positions.

The team should be aware of unusual odors, and congregations of insects, scavenger birds, or
animals. All these are indicators that may lead to finding hidden HR.

RECOVERY PRECAUTIONS

4-12

4-50. All personnel handling HR, portions, or PE must wear the proper PPE (see table 4-1 on page 4-6),
based on the exposure potential stemming from—

The probability of contact with blood and other potentially infectious materials.
The likely amount of contact.
The expected duration of contact.

4-51. Once the entire area has been searched and all relevant items marked, the recovery team will begin the
documentation and recovery process:

During combat, recovery teams should consider HR and disassociated personal effects as
potentially having an explosive device.

Recovery teams should always take proper precautions prior to handling any HR, portions, or PE.

For small portions and disassociated personal effects, check for possible IED traps by close
examination prior to handling.
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e If the recovery team discovers an IED or UXO, the team should immediately request EOD
assistance to clear the area of any additional explosive threats and conduct a blast analysis on the
HR.

e Once the EOD specialist or team has determined the area is clear of explosive threats, the recovery
team will continue the collection of the HR, to include fragmentation of the HR or PE that
disassociated from the HR because of the explosion.

e Teams should place the PE items in an HRP with the HR, as the teams already marked all
preexisting disassociated evidence.

WARNING POSSIBLE EXPLOSIVE DEVICES

HR represent a higher probability of having a suspected explosive
device, so visual inspection may not always locate the presence
of these devices.

4-52. Team members should complete the following tasks:

e Designate personnel to document and safeguard PE. This should be the first personnel to encounter
the HR after IED/UXO checks are complete. These personnel must thoroughly check the entire
HR for PE, including the hands, neck, pockets, boots, and load-bearing vest.

e Designate a two-person team (or multiple teams if large amounts of PE are identified) to document
and safeguard PE. One person maintains clean-hands and writes data on forms, PE bags, and clear
sealed zip-closure bags. The second person handles remains, portions, and soiled PE
(biohazardous items) to expose data needed for documentation and packages for transportation.

Note. Pay particularly close attention to locating the ID tags and the ID card. Leave ID tags or ID
cards in place on the HR. Use official ID media found as a basis for establishing tentative ID.
Leave all ID media, PE, clothing, and organizational equipment on the HR for forensic analysis.
Inventory the PE and record these items on DD Form 1076.

e Place the PE in a clear, sealed zip-closure bag, and then place in a PE bag.
Secure the PE bag to the left wrist of the HR if possible. If not, securely attach the PE bags to
another location on the HR.
Sign DD Form 1076. This becomes the chain of custody document for PE.

e Place DD Form 1076 in a clear sealed zip-closure bag with PE.

Ensure the team uses proper S&R techniques and submits the proper report REMAINSARSTAT
(FM 6-99) or the military Service-specific format to report a fatality. (See appendix C for a
sample.)

e Initiate the proper reports (Report of Unrecovered Remains and Report of Unrecovered/Missing
Portions) if HR are irretrievable or incomplete (missing major portions). (See appendix C for a
sample format of these memorandums.)

e Document the completed S&R mission, which should include DD Form 567, DD Form 565, DD
Form 10786, site sketch, and a log of coordinates. When applicable, teams should generate a DD
Form 1074. (See appendix C for more information on these forms.)

Field Site Notebook

4-53. During recovery operations, the team leader should keep a detailed record of every aspect of the
recovery operation in a field site notebook. The field site notebook should—

e Include site sketch and detailed sequence of events on TTPs used to conduct the S&R mission.
e Include the team leader’s information, date of recovery, and signature on the last page.

e Be forwarded with the HR as evidence to the MA facility and onward to the AFMES. If the team
does not find any HR, or if the team must suspend operations for tactical reasons, the team leader
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will report this information and the extent of the search to higher HQ. The team leader includes as
much detailed information as possible to aid any future S&R missions.

Note. If the team cannot complete any forms at the recovery site, the team will complete the
necessary forms at the CCP or nearest MA facility. Contact the MA NCO at the supporting
logistics command or see appendix C in this publication for completing the MA forms.

Recording Identification Media

4-54. Personnel designated to locate and record items of official ID media should—
e Check the HR thoroughly, in all areas, for clothing and equipment like uniform nametape, laundry
markings, helmet band marks, and uniform and equipment sizes.
e Look for any items or markings such as serial numbers and markings on items of unit-issued
equipment.
e Annotate U.S. Government ID Card, ID tags, rank insignia, and uniform patches on DD Form 567.

Note. Do not annotate PE items on DD Form 567.

4-55. All equipment is transported with the HR, including body armor, and the information is recorded on
DD Form 567 minus (weapons, ordnance, sensitive items, or unit-essential equipment)—
e Ensure not to remove the body armor from the deceased. The body armor and helmet will stay on
the HR until the remains arrive at the AFMES location for forensic examination.
e Remove all weapons, ammunition, and explosive ordnance from the HR. Record serial numbers
for weapons and return these items to the unit.

Obtaining Statement of Recognition of Deceased

4-56. When there are S&R team members or other personnel in the recovery area who can visually identify
the HR, a designated team member should complete DD Form 565. The S&R team member completing the
form will annotate as much information as possible using information provided by the acquaintance out of
sight of the HR. Once these blocks are completed, after verifying the HR are identifiable, the team member
will escort the acquaintance to the HR and determine if the HR can be visually recognized.

4-57. During the viewing, the team will note in the remarks block of DD Form 565 any discrepancies they
find with the descriptions previously provided.

Note. HR will not be washed or have clothing removed to aid the recognition process.

4-58. The team must complete all remaining blocks on the form and the acquaintance must sign in the
appropriate block (see appendix C for more information on DD Form 565). The team member completing
the form will sign in the witness block.

4-59. As the unit recovery team conducts the recovery, it is important to—

e Document the site location (at minimum the grid coordinates) and identify major landmarks and
terrain features.

Create a map overlay and site sketch, if possible, in case another team must return to the site.

Report this information to the MA NCO serving on the logistics command staff. Teams may use
this information to conduct a post-combat phase S&R or area clearance.

e Complete a REMAINSARSTAT (or parent Service) report. (See appendix C for a sample.)
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Questioning Local Inhabitants

4-60. During search or recovery operations, if teams encounter local civilians that may have information
pertaining to the loss, a designated team member should attempt to complete DD Form 1074 and the
following actions (teams may need linguists or interpreters to accomplish tasks):
e Teams should attempt to gain information on other unrecovered HR in the area.
e The teams then forwards this report to the JIMAO or TMAO with other documents, even if the
team finds no HR.

COMPLETING TAGS FOR HUMAN REMAINS, PORTIONS, AND
DISASSOCIATED PERSONAL EFFECTS

4-61. The designated (clean hand) team member should prepare two S&R tags for each remains, and one tag
for each portion and disassociated personal effects. Attach one S&R tag to the center of each HR and the
other to the zipper tab of the HRP.

4-62. The S&R tags for HR should have the S&R number on one side that consists of the mission number,
the branch of Service of the recovering unit, the unit designation, and the number assigned to the HR. See
figure 4-3.

Front Side Back Side

(Blank)

Deliberate Search and Recovery Mission
15t mission for the Army 387" QM Company

S&R Tag is for the 4t human remains recovered of 6 total.
Reverse side leave blank.

Figure 4-3. Multiple human remains ground

Note. 015/AR 387" QM/40f6 would be the S&R number. The tag would represent the 15" S&R
mission for the Army 387" quartermaster (QM) company. These HR would be the fourth of six
HR recovered on this mission, or R-4 for HR.

4-63. Figure 4-4 on page 4-16 is an example of a tag for deliberate S&R number, Marine Corps PRP company
on the 10" S&R mission recovering the fourth HR of 12 HR at a multiple HR ground recovery site. Leave
the reverse side blank.
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Front Side Back Side

MC PRP Colaofi2 (Blank)

010/

Deliberate Search and Recovery (S&R) Mission

10% mission for the Marine Corps Personnel Retrieval and Processing Company
Search and Recovery (S&R) Tag is for the 4" human remains recovered of 12 total.
Reverse side leave blank.

Figure 4-4. Search and recovery tag — multiple human remains ground

4-64. Figure 4-5 is an example of a tag for deliberate S&R number, Army 54" quartermaster (QM) company
on the ninth S&R mission, and the fifth of five remains recovered at a multiple HR aircraft, or vehicle
recovery site that may potentially have some hazardous advanced composite materials. Reverse side has the
initials, ACM.

Front Side Back Side

Deliberate Search and Recovery (S&R) Mission

9th mission for the Army 54" QM Company.
Search and Recovery (S&R) Tag is for the 5" human remains recovered of 5 total.

Reverse side marked, ACM for advanced composite materials from an aircraft or vehicle.

Figure 4-5. Search and recovery tag — multiple human remains aircraft

AIRCRAFT AND VEHICLE RECOVERY

Leave the reverse side of the S&R tag blank, except for HR recovered
from aircraft crashes or vehicles. For HR from aircraft crashes, annotate
ACM (advanced composite materials) on the reverse side of the tag, see
figure 4-5. This marking will alert receiving MA personnel the HR may
contain hazardous residue and may warrant special handling
precautions.
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DEPLETED URANIUM

For HR recovered from any vehicle suspected to contain depleted
uranium, teams should mark DU (depleted uranium) on the reverse side
of the S&R tags as a precaution, see figure 4-6.

4-65. Figure 4-6 is an example of a tag for an immediate S&R number, Army B Company, 2" Battalion, 3™
Brigade Combat Team (BCT), 1%t Armored Division on the first S&R mission, and the second HR of three
remains recovered at a suspected depleted uranium vehicle recovery site that may potentially have some
hazardous advanced composite materials. Reverse side contains the initials DU.

Front Side Back Side

f3
2-3BCT 1 ARMORED pIV/20

001/AR B- DU

Immediate Search and Recovery Mission
1stmission for the Army B Company, 2"d Battalion, 3" Brigade Combat Team, 1stArmored Division
S&R Tag is for the 2" human remains recovered of 3 total.
Reverse side marked “DU” for depleted uranium as a precaution from suspected vehicle.

Figure 4-6. Search and recovery tag — human remains depleted uranium

4-66. For HR portions, teams should annotate the number assigned to the item on one side of the S&R tags
and leave the reverse side blank. Figure 4-7 provides an example.

Front Side Back Side

(Blank)

Search and Recovery Mission
Search and Recovery Tag is for marking any human remains portions recovered at an incident.
Reverse side leave blank.

Figure 4-7. Search and recovery tag — portions of human remains
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4-67. Portions recovered from the same general location should not be individually bagged, unless instructed
to do so by an AFMES official. The recovery location for each portion is critical to conducting an
investigation. When at all possible, maintain skeletal integrity and keep skeletal HR together. Place the
portions in an HRP for evacuation.

4-68. Never combine portions recovered from different S&R sites or missions in the same HRP or transfer
case.

4-69. If the team suspects commingling, place the portions together in an HRP. The AFMES staff will
examine and sort.

4-70. Mark the outside of the HRP to indicate portions. Place the tag or automated identification technology
device inside a clear, sealed zip-closure bag or in a sealed, watertight container. Place the zip-closure bag or
watertight container inside the HRP or attach it to the outside of the HRP.

4-71. See figure 4-8 for an example of S&R tags for disassociated personal effects. These tags should have
the number assigned to the effects annotated on one side and the reverse side should be blank.

Front Side Back Side

(Blank)

Search and Recovery (S&R) Mission
Search and Recovery (S&R) Tag is for marking any disassociated personal effects recovered at an incident.
Reverse side leave blank.

Figure 4-8. Search and recovery tag — disassociated personal effects

4-72. Place any disassociated personal effects recovered in an HRP for evacuation. Mark the outside of the
HRP as effects. Place a tag or automated identification technology device (if available) inside the HRP or
attach it to the outside of the HRP.

DEeEceASED CASE FILE FORMS

4-73. After completing all information on the MA forms (DD Forms 1076, 565, 567, and 1074), the team
leader will designate a team member to ensure custody of the forms and to keep them dry.

4-74. Place the MA forms inside a sealed, watertight container or clear sealed zip-closure bag and place the
bag inside the proper HRP.

4-75. Place the documents prepared for each HR, portions, or PE into a sealed watertight container or slide
interlocking sealed (clear plastic) bag and place the bag inside the proper HRP.

EVACUATION FROM THE RECOVERY SITE
4-76. Use distribution backhaul to evacuate remains to the higher HQ consolidation area or nearest MA
facility. When evacuating HR, the S&R team should—
e Treat the deceased with dignity, honor, reverence, and respect.
e Place the HR into an HRP.
e Always keep the HR shrouded (or covered) prior to moving when an HRP is not available.
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e Ensure the S&R tags are properly attached and marked:
= One tag is attached to each HR.
=  One tag is attached to the zipper tab on the HRP.

e Carry the remains on a litter feet first, face up. This is mandatory for reverence and respect to the
deceased.

Transporting Human Remains

4-77. Load feet-first towards the front of the covered vehicle for ground transportation and the same on a
rotary-wing aircraft.

4-78. Load head-first toward the nose of the fixed-wing aircraft.

Moving Human Remains

4-79. CAAF personnel may assist in carrying and transporting HR on the battlefield:

e U.S. deceased personnel will be accompanied by DOD-affiliated personnel to the nearest MA
facility (for example, MACP or TMEP).

e The S&R team will coordinate with the respective area MA NCO for transportation of the HR
from the CCP to the nearest MACP or MA facility (whichever is closer).

4-80. When evacuating large numbers of fatalities during large-scale combat operations, HR will be
transported using all available means as quickly as possible, since refrigeration will not be as readily available
as during smaller-scale operations. Leadership will request transportation assets and movement control
personnel to accommodate fatalities as needed.

Closing the Site

4-81. Prior to evacuation, the team leader will conduct two final searches of the site to ensure no further
evacuation items are located. This process will continue until no further evacuation items are found. The
team will process any additional evacuation items as outlined above.

SECTION V — AREA CLEARANCE OPERATIONS

4-82. Area clearance is a final and thorough S&R for all remains and PE not previously recovered during
either the combat or the post-combat phase. Immediately after a conflict, MA units should conduct area
clearance operations to recover or account for deceased or missing personnel from all known recovery
sites. The Defense Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Accounting Agency is the lead agency for
conducting area clearance operations of all Americans missing as a result of the nation's past conflicts.

4-83. The methodology employed can vary dependent on the lead stakeholder, which may be an investigative
agency, scientific identification authority, or GCC representative. These lead stakeholders will exercise best
judgement to maintain provenience, maintain integrity of evidence, and facilitate scientific identification.
The discovery, excavation, and documentation techniques explained below are common and proven
operating practices. However, any and all of these processes may be conducted differently if any of the lead
stakeholders determine a more suitable methodology should take precedence.

GRIDDING THE RECOVERY SITE

4-84. Recording coordinates with GPS technology is the preferred method of site documentation and
recovery. When this technology is not available, and circumstances call for a more thorough and lengthier
search, the gridding of a recovery site may be exercised. Using the union grid system will ensure a more
thorough and accurate documentation of the recovery site. The recovery site is an area where human
remains or other material evidence have been deposited, or are believed to have been deposited.

4-85. Once the area has been searched and all items marked, a permanent point of reference or datum is
selected. This datum should be in the southwest corner of the defined recovery site. There should be no
known HR, portions, or disassociated personal effects located to the south or west of this position.
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Before excavating HR from the recovery site, the datum should be marked to be easily located in
the future. This can be done in several ways, such as by driving a metal stake into the ground or
even by stacking rocks. If the southwest corner has a prominent object that can be used as a datum,
mark it so that it is easily distinguishable from other like items in the area.

The line from the datum running due north (0 degrees) is called the meridian line. This line extends
in uniformed increments (meters) until it surpasses the northernmost marked item in the recovery
area.

Note. The smaller the increments, the more accurately the site will be documented.

Wood or metal stakes are placed at the proper increments in a direct line from the datum to the
northernmost boundary of the recovery area.

The line from the datum running due east (90 degrees) is called the baseline. This line extends in
the same increments as the meridian line until it surpasses the easternmost marked item in the
recovery area.

Note. The length of the baseline is rarely the same as the length of the meridian line.

To build the grid interior, start with the meridian and base line. Once the meridian and baselines
have been emplaced, a measuring tape or rod is extended north from the first stake east of the
datum on the baseline and east from the first stake north of the datum on the meridian line. An
additional stake is placed at the point where these two devices intersect. This process is continued
northward until the end of the meridian line is reached. The devices are moved over one stake to
the east and the process repeated. This process is continued until the entire recovery area is
gridded. This process will create a graph-like appearance comprised of small boxes, which are
called units. Twine or engineer tape can be strung between the stakes to better define these units.

The Pythagorean Theorem is used to check the accuracy of square of the units. The square of the
hypotenuse of a right triangle is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides. The units
are measured diagonally and the theorem A2 + B2 = C?is used. Example: A 4-meter (m) x 4m unit
measured diagonally should be 5.657m.

The numbering system used to define each unit within the recovery site begins with the datum.
The datum should always be numbered for example, N500/E500. The numbers for each unit north
and east of the datum will ascend in the increments the units were emplaced. For example, if each
unit is 2m x 2m, then the first stake north of the datum on the meridian line will be numbered
N502/E500, since it is 2m north and Om east of the datum. Likewise, the first stake east of the
datum on the meridian line will be numbered N500/E502 since the unit is 2m east and Om north
of the datum. The unit to which these numbers correspond will be the unit directly north and east
of the stake.

Each unit is comprised of four individual quadrants: northwest, northeast, southwest, and
southeast. Indicating in which quadrant of a particular unit an item was found will make
documentation of the recovery more accurate. For example, if an item found was noted that item
P-7 was found in N512/E504 on a recovery site comprised of 2m x 2m units, the variance of
marking the location during a site recreation would be 2m. However, if it were noted that item P-7
was found in the SW quadrant of N512/E504, the variance would be reduced to only 1m.

EXCAVATING THE RECOVERY SITE

4-86. In order to recover HR from interment sites, collapsed bunkers, and especially aircraft mishaps,
excavation of soil within the recovery site may be required. During aircraft mishaps or military criminal
investigations, the S&R team leader must coordinate with the lead for the investigating organization to ensure
S&R does not interfere with the investigation and vice versa. The equipment used for excavation can vary
from large earth-moving machines to small hand trowels and horsehair brushes. It is important to always
recover as much of the HR as possible. With modern technological and scientific methods, it may be possible
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to make a scientific ID using a small portion of soft tissue, or hard tissue found amongst thousands of
fragments from several different individuals.

4-87. During catastrophic events, there may be an abundance of minuscule pieces of HR. Sometimes these
portions can be present as scattered surface materials or buried at a depth of several feet interspersed with
aircraft debris, foliage, and soil. Excavation of these types of recovery sites usually employ the methods of
archaeology and are often very slow, standard S&R operations. If the tactical situation permits, all
recoverable HR and portions of HR should be recovered and evacuated to help ensure ID and proper
repatriation of all individuals involved in the loss.

4-88. Excavation and recovery operations employ several types of strategies, methods, and techniques. Basic
excavation strategies employed on a recovery site must be flexible and adaptable to investigative,
environmental, cultural, and physical challenges. There are two types of excavation strategies: strategy-
discovery and strategy-recovery.
e Strategy-discovery is used when the exact location of remains within a defined perimeter is
unknown. The excavation methods used are usually trenching and large-scale testing.
e Strategy-recovery is used when available information points to a specific location within the
recovery site. The preferred excavation method is block-excavation.

4-89. Teams determine which excavation method to employ within a recovery site by the circumstances of
the loss and relevant information gathered. There are four basic excavation methods: large-scale testing,
trenching, block-excavation, and collection.
e The large-scale testing excavation method consists of excavating alternate same-sized units
throughout the recovery site by the use of a random numbering system. These test pits are usually
50 centimeters (cm) x 50 cm and dug to a depth determined by the team leader or recovery leader.
e The trenching excavation method consists of digging long, linear units parallel to each other.
Teams can examine large areas of the recovery site for soil profiles and material evidence. The
unexcavated areas between rows, or balks, should be uniform in width, usually no more than 50
cm, and be removed from areas where HR or other materials are found.

e Block-excavation is the preferred excavation method and consists of excavating contiguous units
within the recovery site. Dig all units down to a sterile depth. Sterile soil is the soil that is
undisturbed and free of HR, artifacts, or other material evidence.

e The collection excavation method is employed whenever no soil is present and all HR, artifacts,
and material evidence are located on the surface, such as on a rock-slope.

4-90. Teams employ three basic types of excavation techniques on a recovery site: fine-scale, coarse-scale,
and mechanical collection.

e The fine-scale excavation technique consists of the use of hand tools including, but not limited to,
hand trowels, toothbrushes, dental picks, paintbrushes, and bamboo picks. It is usually used when
remains or other material evidence are located and adjacent soil must be removed.

e The coarse-scale excavation technique consists of the use of hand tools such as picks and shovels.
It is the most common technique for excavating recovery sites and is used when teams must
remove and screen large amounts of soil. Teams sometimes combine fine-scale excavation when
HR or soil disturbances exist.

e The mechanical excavation technique consists of the use of mechanical equipment including, but
not limited to, bulldozers, belly scrapers, and front-end loaders. Teams normally employ this
method when it is necessary to remove large amounts of overburden (soil that has been deposited
on top of the recovery site).

4-91. Basic recovery techniques are the methods used to recover HR and other material evidence during

excavations. There are three types of basic recovery techniques: collection, dry-screening, and wet-screening.

e The collection recovery technique is employed when no soil needs to be excavated and all HR,
artifacts, and material are present on the surface, such as on a rock-slope.

e The dry-screening recovery technique is employed when conditions permit the conveyance of

excavated soil to a location outside of the recovery site. The soil is placed into ¥%-inch wire meshed

screens in an attempt to locate HR, artifacts, or other material evidence. The soil passes through
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the screen by shaking or pressing by hand. Place all material evidence in a clear plastic bag. Check
periodically or prior to closing the unit.

e The wet-screening recovery technique is employed when conditions will not allow soil to pass
through the screen without assistance. Soil from the recovery site is conveyed to an outside area,
placed in a screen, and water pressure is used to degrade the soil to a point where it will pass
through the screen leaving behind any material evidence and organic matter larger than the
diameter of the wire mesh.

DOCUMENTING THE RECOVERY SITE

4-92. Itis vital to document all aspects of the recovery operation. This documentation provides a spatial and
contextual reference as to where HR, artifacts, and other material evidence are found within the recovery site.
Documenting the recovery operation is done using maps, field notebooks, and photos. Photographs are not
authorized unless the military authority having jurisdiction grants approval for official use only.

4-93. ATP 3-90.15 provides techniques and procedures for documenting sites, detecting, collecting,
analyzing, and disseminating forensic and biometric information.

MAPPING AND RECORDING THE RECOVERY SITE

4-94. Making accurate maps of every recovery site is essential. GPS technology allows for the most accurate
record of S&R and plotting on a map. A map of the recovery site showing the locations of HR, portions, and
any disassociated personal effects in relation to the datum. This information will be useful for future
excavations and re-creation of the recovery site (see figure 4-9).

Team Leader:
John Doe, O3

iz ® | 3
A Co, J07"" Inf Bn,
9 IBCT

Recovery Date:
21 April 2014

Unit Size: T4 g o 428
Im X 4m Ve B e 0¥
/[ Datum | i i 1 T
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I
Item : Unit Unit Quadrant
R-1 N512/E500 NW “—
P-1 N512/E500 NE -
pP-2 N512/5504 Sw
R-2 N508/E508 NE .
V- “- - .y -
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Figure 4-9. Sample recovery site map

4-95. The detailed recovery site map should include—
e Dates of recovery operation, units conducting the recovery, and team leader information.
e X marking the location and description of the datum in the southwest corner with grid coordinates
(indicate if using a GPS).
e Codes for each HR, portions, and PE recovered.
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An attached log with exact coordinates for each item recovered.
Individual grid units, size of grids, and quadrants for each item recovered.
Vehicle and aircraft ID numbers, if applicable.

AREA CLEARANCE REPORT

4-96. Upon completion of the recovery, the team generates a detailed clearance report and provides it to the
TMAO, which forwards it to the IMAO, normally within 30 days. (See appendix C for a sample report.) This
report summarizes the mission and may include the following information:

Recovery team background including—

=  Team member biographical data.

= Dates and times of movements.

= Method of transportation.

Recovery site location including—

= GPS coordinates.

= Nearest town.

=  Prominent features.

Recovery site environmental and physical characteristics including—
= Type (for example, weather conditions, climate).

=  Slope.

=  Boundaries.

= Soil composition (loose, rocky, sandy, compacted).
= Vegetation.

Recovery site information including—

=  Photo log (if directed by the AFMES or Service law enforcement agency).
= Search pattern.

= Location and type of all evidence.

= Evacuation numbers.

Team leader daily notes including —

=  Brief detailed observations.

= Chronological order of events.

= Coordination log.

= Personnel present.

Additional information including—

= Witness interviews.

= Number of personnel and logistical requirements.
= Recommendations for further investigation.

Field Site Notebook

4-97. For this operation, a field site notebook will be required. See paragraph 4-53 in the previous section
for more information on this topic.

References for Further S&R Guidance

4-98. Further guidance on planning, coordinating, and executing S&R operations may be referenced in Army
STP 10-92M15 and DAFH 34-102.
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Chapter 5
Mortuary Affairs Collection Point Operations

MACPs provide a key service within the sustainment function of logistics. The Army,
Marines, and Air and Space Forces provide around-the-clock mortuary affairs support
for the GCC’s mortuary affairs program. This program consists of direct or general
support for MACP operations in the receiving, establishing chain of custody, and
evacuating human remains and PE.

SECTION | -ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

5-1. MACPs may be employed in either a DS or GS role. They require proper placement and
synchronization within theater logistics channels during major combat operations.

5-2. MACPs may support S&R and interment operations, but must maintain sufficient personnel at the
MACP to continue the primary mission of receiving, processing, and evacuating remains to the TMEP. (See
chapter 8 for temporary interment and disinterment operations.)

5-3. The core functions of the MACP are to—

Provide dignity, honor, reverence, and respect.

Receive and safeguard HR and PE.

Initiate or continue chain of custody.

Establish tentative ID (name association).

Store and evacuate HR and PE.

Complete required documentation and initiate MARTS case entry.

5-4.  All HR will undergo processing within 4 hours of arrival at the MACP. Augmentation personnel may
be required for handling or moving the remains, but MACP personnel are the only authorized persons to do
the processing. Remains should be evacuated as quickly as possible using air transport (preferred mode of
transport when available) or backhaul convoys to the TMEP. The TMEP is usually located in a secure area
on or near an APOE. Inform the TMAOQ immediately of any delays in evacuating HR.

FORWARD (DIRECT SUPPORT) MISSION

5-5. MACPs are designed to be highly mobile, tailorable, and located in forward logistics support areas.
MACPs are established at the consolidated support areas of Army BCTs or Marine air-ground task forces
(MAGTFs) and provide DS for these maneuver elements within their tactical footprint. Forward MACPs
receive and process HR and PE, establish a chain of custody, establish tentative 1D, and evacuate to the
nearest MA facility (Main MACP or TMEP) depending on the threat situation.

5-6. The forward MACP will quickly evacuate HR to the main MACP located at the division support area
(DSA), resupply, and return to the forward consolidated support area. The MACP secondary mission is to
conduct deliberate post-combat S&R missions. The appropriate higher HQ generates the tasking for
deliberate post-combat S&R missions when the supported unit has exceeded its capability to safely recover
fatalities. (See chapter 4 for more information on S&R support.)

5-7. MACPs may require augmentation during prolonged conflict, large-scale combat operations, or as the
threat or adversary situation escalates. These MACPs may require additional MA collection teams and
equipment to sustain continuous operations. Additional MA teams will increase throughput capacity and
allow for a larger number of remains to be processed and evacuated, reducing backlog.
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MAIN (GENERAL SUPPORT) MISSION

5-8. Main MACPs provide GS to a given area or major command, are larger, and have a more stable
structure than forward MACPs. Main MACPs serve as evacuation hubs or intermediate collection points for
MACPs that are positioned forward with maneuver elements. These MACPs move with the supported
command logistics base and may be task-organized with increased receiving and processing capability. U.S.
Air and Space Forces Force Support Squadron enlisted personnel with an Air Force Specialty Code 3F1X1
may augment MACP locations that have aerial port capabilities.

5-9. Depending on the evacuation support plan in place and transportation available, HR may have to be
evacuated through several MACPs serving as intermediate transit points before arrival at a TMEP. Although
not staffed to process PE containers, MACPs can be used as a transfer point to account for received PE
containers (not individual items of PE). When not employed, MA teams may conduct or assist in limited
temporary interment operations, even though not specifically designed or resourced for this function. The
GCC, through the JIMAO, is the approving authority for interment operations. (See chapter 8 for information
on temporary interment operations.)

SECTION Il - PLANNING, CAPABILITY, AND CAPACITY

5-10. The employment of MACPs depends on the GCC’s MA program for the AOR. The JMAO provides
recommendations for the development and implementation of the combatant commander’s MA plan. The
JMAO also prepares the MA annex that recommends the Service that has sufficient resources for the mission
in the AOR. Depending on the available support infrastructure, the Service operating the MACPs will rely
on the guidance issued from the TMAO as they converge through the reception, staging, onward-movement,
and integration in the theater.

MORTUARY AFFAIRS COLLECTION POINT CAPABILITIES

5-11. Most military Services are required to maintain an organizational MACP capability to support their
individual Service needs:

e The Army has two Active Component (AC) and six Reserve Component (RC) MA companies.
Each company has MA platoons with MACP capability:

= Each Army MA platoon consists of four MA collection teams.

= Each MA collection team consists of six MA personnel, military operational specialty (MOS)
92M, resourced to provide DS or GS support to logistics commands supporting maneuver
elements.

= See chapter 9 for more details on Army capabilities.

e The Marine Corps maintains an RC MA capability with its PRP company. Once activated, the
PRP company can establish an MACP and conduct S&R support for a Marine expeditionary force
or MAGTF:

=  The PRP company maintains four operational platoons with three squads in each platoon.

=  The PRP company contains Marine Corps MOS 0471 personnel to provide DS or GS MA
support to a Marine expeditionary force.

= See chapter 10 for more specifics on the Marine Corps MACP capability.
e Air Force MACP capability is limited based on mission requirements:
= |t may augment theater MACPs in a GS role.

= Air Force MA capabilities include 3F1X1 personnel working in both the USAF and the U.S.
Space Force.
= See chapter 12 for more information on USAF capabilities.
e The Navy does not have an MACP capability. (See chapter 11 for details on Navy MA
capabilities.)

5-12. Assigned and available resources determine each Service’s ability to establish MACPs. A MACP is
composed of at least six MA personnel and has three basic sections: receiving, processing, and evacuation.
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During large-scale combat operations, the minimum personnel requirement doubles to 12 MA personnel.
Each MACP should be staffed, equipped, and trained to support theater MA operations based on GCC or
Service-level MA requirements.

5-13. HR processing capabilities also vary between Services. Many factors will affect MACP design and
processing throughput, including factors affecting the morale and well-being of MACP personnel. (See
appendix A for more information on physical and mental well-being of MA specialists.)

5-14. Some factors for commanders to consider when planning for MACP operations are—
e Size of supported operational forces.

Number of required MACPs for the operational area.

Number of required MA personnel to staff MACPs.

Fatality estimates.

MACP processing time per HR (2 hours per HR).

Total number of remains processed per day (up to 20 HR per 24-hour period).

Processing throughput reductions due to available manpower and resources.

Storage capacity at each MACP.

SITE SELECTION

5-15. MACP site selection depends on the type of support mission performed and available MACP structure.
A MACRP structured to provide DS to a forward maneuver element will be located within the brigade support
area (BSA) and requires protection while processing and evacuating remains. Depending on the situation and
threat level, an MACP may operate out of a Mobile Integrated Remains Collection System (MIRCS). A site
selection plan should choose a site that restricts access and view of MA operations, considers area camouflage
requirements, and provides cover for protection. The main MACP (GS) will follow the same guidelines as
the DS MACP, but will provide additional support to increase evacuation capabilities.

5-16. Commanders should consider the following when selecting a DS MACP site:
e Integrated with supported unit protection assets.
Provides adequate space to setup a MIRCS with additional space for overflow shelter tents.
Close to a main supply route to facilitate delivery and evacuation.
Easily recognizable to combat units.
Close in proximity to life support, personnel services, and medical treatment facilities, but out of
sight of medical treatment, and morale, welfare, and recreation facilities.
e Away from any water sources, shower and laundry facilities, dining facilities, and if possible,
downwind from living areas.

5-17. In addition to the DS MACP considerations, the GS MACP site selection should be based upon the
following:

e Large enough for anticipated needs and future expansion.

Structured to support the forward MACPSs and the higher-echelon command in the vicinity.
Ability to build a road network on site or use an existing road network.

Ability to build a helipad on site or use an existing helipad, landing strip, or airport.
Proximity to engineer support for construction or maintenance of a road network and helipad.
Proximity to a landing strip, airport, or helipad (if available).

Away from banks of streams, rock formations, swampy lands, and dwellings.

Adequate drainage.

Proximity to tactical communications support with internet access (for radio, combat service

support automated information systems interface, and MARTS).

e Ability to write data to radio frequency identification (RFID) tags or other approved advanced
information technology devices.

e Ability to utilize natural screening or screening material.
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e Potential to utilize the terrain as a temporary interment site.
e Ability to accommodate additional refrigerated storage, mobile refrigeration containers, or trucks.

PRIORITIES OF WORK

5-18. The MACP noncommissioned officer in charge (NCOIC) is responsible for initiating MACP
operations. After arriving and establishing the MACP at a new location, the NCOIC will notify both the
supported unit and the MA higher HQ once the MACP is ready to receive HR.

5-19. The NCOIC is responsible for ensuring completion of the following MACP priorities of work:
e  Establish site security.

Establish communication.

Coordinate administrative, life, personnel, and medical support.

Establish a habitual transportation link (for example, transport remains from the medical treatment
facility to the TMEP).

Establish or create signs to identify the MA facility.

Coordinate engineer support for road network preparation and other mission requirements.
Prepare refrigeration and remains shelter (overflow).

Construct munitions holding area per EOD guidance.

Ensure shielding of MA facilities from public view using latrine screen, overhead camouflage
screening materials, or fence with canvas attached for privacy.

Establish work rest cycles for personnel that facilitate 24-hour operations.
e Prepare to receive HR.

RESTRICTED ACCESS TO MORTUARY AFFAIRS FACILITIES

5-20. Access restrictions to MACPs should be included in theater MA support plans and standard operating
procedures and circulated to all supported ground forces in the MACP operational area. Closely monitor
reporters and media embedded with fighting forces or in close proximity to MA facilities to prevent
unauthorized photography of HR. This also includes unauthorized photography using any other electronic
device, including cell phones.

5-21. Refer media questions regarding DOD S&R efforts or any other fatality inquiries to the CCMD public
affairs officer. Send all Service component news releases and samples of media coverage to the CCMD public
affairs for review.

PROTOCOLS

5-4

5-22. MA personnel perform a delicate mission in caring for the HR of DOD and affiliated persons during
military operations. Commanders at all levels established protective measures for MACP site security and
access control. All MA facilities should maintain appropriate protocols and an official access roster to prevent
unauthorized personnel from disclosing sensitive details. Access to MACP facilities is normally limited to—

e Unit personnel escorting HR to the MACP for processing.

e Medical personnel supporting MACP operations and personnel.

e Law enforcement agencies performing investigative duties.

e PE inventory officer while delivering PE for shipment to the Joint Personal Effects Depot (JPED).

e Religious support team (RST)/religious ministry team (RMT) offering appropriate religious
ministry support.

e Behavioral health personnel providing support to MA personnel.

e MACP direct chain of command (limited to administrative area) while processing HR.

e Other authorized personnel designated by the theater sustainment command or TMAO.

e Personnel authorized for HR transfer to the International Committee of the Red Cross or

equivalent.
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5-23. MACPs will follow the required protocols listed below while conducting operations:

Operate 24 hours per day, seven days a week to process fatalities for evacuation.

Observe dignity, reverence, and respect at all times in vicinity of the MACP.

Implement and enforce strict access restrictions. Only personnel that conduct business with the
MACP are permitted, which ensures privacy and respect for the deceased. The MACP will
generate a specific list of authorized personnel.

Require visitors (any personnel not assigned to the MACP) to complete an entry on the MACP or
TMEP access log with their printed name, Department of Defense identification (DOD ID)
number, unit of assignment, date of visit, time entered, reason for visit, and signature as a record
of personnel access to the MACP.

Prohibit photography of any kind (including electronic devices) in and around the MACP, unless
authorized by the AFMES, a military criminal investigative organization, or federal investigative
agency with jurisdiction.

Implement a no hat, no salute area within vicinity of the MACP location due to possible health
and cleanliness incident risks for biohazard, work interruption, and respect for the deceased inside
the MACP.

Enforce covering or shrouding of HR at all times when outside of refrigeration, especially when
there is no processing taking place or HR is awaiting evacuation.

Ensure every effort is made, when time and personnel are available, to assist personnel responsible
for the PE inventory, in-theater SCMO or SCO duties, or turning in personal property to MACP.

Prohibit access of reporters and media in and around the MACP and contact the command public
affairs office for additional guidance.

Prohibit MA personnel from retrieving fatalities from the medical treatment facility except when
no other means of transportation is available and the MACP has no HR on hand.

Ensure all MA facilities have required internet and voice communications for processing fatalities
in MARTS and coordinating evacuation of HR.

Shield MACP from public view to protect morale, prevent unnecessary interruptions during
processing, and show respect for the deceased.

FORWARD LAYOUT (DIRECT SUPPORT)

5-24. A MACP is composed of three basic sections: receiving, processing, and evacuation. The facility
layout is based upon the type of structure used and the support mission. Forward MACPs will have
refrigeration capabilities available to slow decomposition for the HR on hand.

5-25. The movement of the supported unit affects the MACP’s ability to establish a temporary facility. The
MACP layout must be flexible and based on the current tactical situation. This flexibility allows the MACP
to operate from a MIRCS, a refrigeration container, the back of a vehicle, inside a frame or modular tent, or
even a designated area on the ground. The MACP may be in a remote area and not always in the same forward
area as the supported maneuver units.

5-26. A forward MACP may not have the time or support required to conduct full standard processing
operations. If this is the case, the MACP transitions to processing the HR with minimal procedures and
evacuating to the TMEP. This would most likely be the case for large-scale combat operations.

MAIN LAYOUT (GENERAL SUPPORT)

5-27. Main MACP operations are larger scale than forward MACP operations, with additional personnel,
MA supplies, and equipment available to accomplish normal processing procedures.

5-28. Once the site selection is complete, the MACP should—

Tailor the facility layout to blend in with the geographic and manmade features of the area.

Construct a perimeter to prevent unauthorized personnel, including news media, from entering the
area.
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e Establish a road network, if possible, with a designated parking area and construct directional
signs to reduce congestion and confusion associated with heavy traffic flow.

e Erect screening material at the earliest possible moment to prevent the operations of the MACP
from being viewed by the public.

Arrange engineer support to establish or improve a road network and perimeter for the point.
Coordinate engineer support to construct a helipad near the MACP if one does not already exist.

e Establish separate areas within the MA facility for each section (receiving, processing, and
evacuation) to avoid confusion.

MOBILE INTEGRATED REMAINS COLLECTION SYSTEM

5-29. The MACP may operate out of a MIRCS. These refrigerated containers are used for processing,
conditioning, and storing remains (see figures 5-1 and 5-2). Currently, Army MA companies assign each MA
collection team with this equipment (see chapter 9 for more information). The Marine Corps PRP company
has begun the MIRCS acquisition process. Future Marine Corps operations may utilize this system.

5-30. The MIRCS has a footprint of approximately 6,219 cubic feet, a 1-hour setup and 1-hour tear down
time, and provides all terrain mobility. The MIRCS is a self-contained, soft shelter canvas, expandable unit
housed within an International Organization for Standardization container frame. This container is an
intermodal container that is manufactured according to the specifications outlined by the International
Organization for Standardization. These containers are suitable for ship, rail, and truck and can be used in a
mobile or stationary capacity.

5-31. For planning purposes, the MIRCS has provisions to condition 15 intact HR in refrigerated storage.
During transport, the 5kW refrigeration generator maintains an optimal temperature for transport.

Note 1. Does not provide necessary cover. The MIRCS has administrative and processing area
platforms whose soft walls provide no protection from direct or indirect fire.

Note 2. Provides no protection from a CBRN exposure. Its soft walls make decontamination of
the system impossible.

5-32. The MIRCS contains a 5-kilowat (kW) refrigeration unit to condition stored HR. An integrated diesel
engine powers the refrigeration unit. An onboard fuel tank supplies JP-8 fuel for the engine.

5-33. There is also a 15-kW advanced medium mobile power sources generator set, MEP-1050, which is a
self-contained, skid mounted, portable unit. It is equipped with controls, instruments, and accessories
necessary for operation. The generator set consists of a diesel engine, brushless generator, excitation system,
speed governing system, fuel system, 24 VDC starting system, control system, and fault system. The
generator set can be used with any equipment requiring a medium source of alternating-current power. An
external electrical source or the on-board 15-kW, MEP-804B or MEP-1050 can power the refrigeration unit.
The generator set also supplies power to the MIRCS environmental control unit, on-board lighting, and water
supply systems.

5-34. The MIRCS is capable of continuous HR storage in the transportation mode and MA processing
operations on ground and at trailer level. The MIRCS is transported with a heavy expanded mobile tactical
truck with load handling system. The MIRCS was designed with the capability to store up to 16 HR in
refrigeration, but the refrigerated storage unit compartment on the top right tray is obstructed by the
refrigeration unit and cannot fit an intact HR with combat gear. The obstructed compartment is typically used
for smaller items such as portions, disassociated personal effects, or forensic evidence being preserved for
the AFMES forensic examination.
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HEMMT-LHS

TQG

Legend:

HEMMT-LHS - Heavy Expanded Mobile Tactical Truck with Load Handling System
ISO Frame - international organization for standardization

MIRCS - Mobile Integrated Remains Collection System

RU - refrigeration unit

TQG - tactical quiet generator

Figure 5-1. Mobile integrated remains collection system with M1120A4, truck palletized, load
handling system

Adenenistration IS0 Frame
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Legend:

ISO-International Organization for
Standardization (1ISO) Frame

RSU-remains storage unit

RU- refrigeration unit

UHMW-ultra high molecular weight

\
ot \;;- Source: Technical Manual 10-4110-263-10, Operator Manual for MIRCS

Figure 5-2. Mobile integrated remains collection system inside view
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5-35. When refrigerating HR—

e Maintain temperature in the refrigeration unit between 34 to 40 degrees Fahrenheit or 1.1 to 4.4
degrees Celsius to prevent freezing or advance decomposition.

Ensure evaporative fan-coil unit is not overflowing and not dripping water on the floor.
Keep temperature gauge clean and visible.

Follow sanitation guidelines outlined in TG 195A.

e Conduct preventive maintenance checks and services IAW TM 10-4110-263-10.

5-36. The environmentally controlled system can operate in extreme temperatures. Air changes 12 times per
hour in the work areas to protect personnel from airborne pathogens. An on-board 15-kW generator provides
power to run all onboard systems. An onboard fuel tank allows for self-sustaining operations for 24 to 72
hours. The MIRCS and its associated equipment provide a more sanitary environment for MA teams.

5-37. The MIRCS provides running hot and cold water, pumped from external sources, for use in sanitizing
personnel and equipment. The system has the capability to store wastewater in four 10-gallon bio-waste
containers. The MACP should coordinate with the supported logistics command MA NCO to properly
dispose of biohazard wastewater with operational public health or preventive medicine. The system includes
four separate, unrefrigerated, external, collapsible temporary HR holding shelters that provide an overflow
capacity of 24 hours (see figure 5-3). These shelters can protect HR from the elements as they await
processing or evacuation, but does not offer refrigeration.

5-38. Dependent on the availability of evacuation and refrigeration assets, place a higher priority on
evacuation. For preservation purposes, refrigerate HR awaiting processing or the arrival of evacuation assets.

|
COVERED
FLAPS — * | POCKETS
P /
—— SIDE OPENING
2 COMPARTMENTS
[ l ‘ SHELTER
\ = ., CARRYING
/ \ < POUCH
VENT SCREEN ERD WALL
}

Figure 5-3. Mobile integrated remains collection system overflow temporary human remains

collapsible shelter tent

5-39. Table 5-1 shows the MACP refrigeration planning figures. These operational characteristics will assist
logisticians for required MA support.
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Table 5-1. Mortuary affairs collection point refrigeration planning figures

Mobile Integrated Remains Collection System Operational Characteristics
Human Remains Storage Capacity 15 HR
Temporary Human Remains Shelter Holding Capacity 24 HR
Storage Rack Weight Capacity (Tray and HR) 300Ibs.
Water Consumption / HR 2-1/2 gal
Water Consumption / Day 60 gal
Wastewater Holding Capacity 40 gal
Fuel Tank Capacity (Onboard Tank) 50 gal
Fuel Tank Capacity (Tactical Quiet Generator) 8.61 gal
Fuel Consumption / Day (Transport Mode) 18 gal
Fuel Consumption / Day (Set-up Mode) 54 gal
Legend:

HR = human remains Ibs. = pounds gal = gallons

5-40. The MACP should not relocate until processing and evacuation of all HR is completed. However, when
the MACP is operating out of a MIRCS, the MACP may relocate prior to evacuation of the HR if 15 or less
are on board. Army MA companies have the MIRCS as part of their authorized common user equipment.
Figure 5-4 contains an overhead view of the MIRCS and the recommended dimensions for setup.

03 August 2022
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Figure 5-4. Mobile integrated remains collection system overhead view

ATP 4-46/MCRP 3-40G.3/NTTP 4-06/AFTTP 3-2.51



Chapter 5

5-41. The MIRCS tasks chart listed in table 5-2 is a quick reference chart; however, this chart does not
replace the requirement to conduct the prescribed preventive maintenance checks and services IAW TM 10-
4110-263-10 for MIRCS operators.

Table 5-2. Mobile integrated remains collection system tasks chart

TASK Maximum Operating Time
Throughput
Set up N/A 1 hour
Tear-down N/A 1 hour
Process human remains 20 human 24 hours (two 12-hour shifts)
remains every 24
hours
Maintenance N/A Two hours per shift for cleaning and maintenance
Storing human remains (15 15 remains every | As required, up to 24 hours
human remains for planning, 24 hours
plus portions)
Provide electrical power (on N/A 24 hours
board generator)
Provide refrigerated storage N/A 24 hours
(34-40° F) deployed mode
Provide refrigerated storage N/A 2 hours
(34-40° F) transport mode
(optimal temperature)
Provide environmental control | N/A 24 hours
to enclosed work area
Sanitize system N/A Every 10 hours of operation (two 10-hour shifts,
with 2 hours for maintenance and cleaning per
shift)

REQUIRED SUPPORT
5-42. MACP teams will require the following additional support:

5-10

Class I—bulk potable water for hygiene and sanitation of the MIRCS (see Table 5-1 on page 5-
9).
Class II—administrative supplies, organizational tool sets, and kits for signs.

Class I11—fuel, oil, hydraulic fluid for the onboard generators, and refrigerant for the refrigerator
unit.

Class IV—carpenter materials and wood, sign making material for the MACP location road signs
and for the interment site.

Class V—ammunition for crew-served and individual weapons.

Class VIl—vehicle, van, box truck, or other military or contracted vehicle in a mechanical and
visual condition that provides dignity and honor while moving HR in transfer cases between flight
line and MACP.

Class VIlII—medical equipment and supplies, resupply PPE (gloves, goggles, masks, and aprons),
HRP, and IHRTC.

Operational public health—gray water, biohazard waste removal from the MIRCS hazardous
material containers, and regulated or medical waste disposal.

Life support—personnel administration, rations, sleep quarters, medical, and Uniform Code of
Military Justice (including staff judge advocate) support.

Maintenance contact team and MIRCS tier 1l and I11 support.

Communications support and internet capability to access DCIPS, process in MARTS, and write
RFID tags.

Behavioral health and religious ministry support for extensive exposure to HR and PE.
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e Laundry and shower support for MACP team hygiene.
e  Engineer support for carpentry and masonry work.

EXTERNAL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS

5-43. MACPs require the following external support:
e CBRN.
Security.
EOD.
Ground transportation.
Air support.
Heavy equipment.
Communications support.
Health service support and force health protection.
Host-nation support, when applicable.
Preventive medicine.
Operational contract support.
Religious ministry support (see appendix D).
Unit personnel escorting HR to the MACP for processing.
Law enforcement agencies in the performance of their investigative duties.
Behavioral health personnel providing support to the MA personnel.
Other authorized personnel designated by TSC or TMAO in performance of their duties.
International Committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

5-44. Prior to deployment, the MA company stocks the MA platoons with equipment and supplies to perform
the collection point mission. The GCC’s lead Service for MA will be responsible for replacing MACP MA
supplies and equipment as required by the theater mission.

5-45. Forward MACPs providing DS require the following basic equipment and supplies:
e Armored, covered transportation with ring mounts.

Crew-served weapons.

Tactical radio communications.

GPS device.

Compass.

Maps.

Nitrile gloves.

Additional PPE (nitrile gloves, masks, and aprons) provided by theater stock.

HRPs.

Litters (recommend 6 to 10).

Litter stands (2 per litter).

Blank tags, manila (minimum 3 boxes).

Metal detector.

Pens, pencils, permanent markers.

MA blank DD forms—

= DD Form 565 (Statement of Recognition of Deceased).

= DD Form 567 (Record of Search and Recovery).

= DD Form 1074 (Questionnaire of Local Inhabitants).
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= DD Form 1075 (Chain of Custody for Transportation of Remains and Personal Effects of
Deceased Personnel).

= DD Form 1076 (Record of Personal Effects of Believed to Be [BTB] Deceased).
= DD Form 1077 (Collection Point Register of Deceased Personnel).
= GCC Temporary Interment Site Register (JMAO guidance).

5-46. Main MACPs require the following equipment and supplies in addition to the basic load listed in the
previous paragraph:
e Processing tent (or other private facility).
Light set.
Camouflage netting.
Razor wire.
Litter stands (12 each).
Field desks.
Phone or radio.
Refrigerated container, mobile.
Footlockers or tough boxes (minimum 10).
File folders (minimum three boxes).
Slide interlocking sealed closure bags (clear plastic).
Metal Security seals.
Weight scale.

SECTION Ill - MORTUARY AFFAIRS COLLECTION POINT PROCEDURES

5-47. This section describes the procedures used within the different sections of the MACP. It also
establishes protocols that are consistent with processing remains in the theater as specified by the AFMES.

5-48. Handling or working around HR in various stages of decomposition requires enforcement of strict
health and sanitation procedures to ensure the safety of all personnel involved. The potential for infection
and the spread of contagious disease is always present.

5-49. MACP personnel handling HR or other personnel working in areas where HR have been, should always
be aware of sanitation hazards and keep themselves and their work areas clean. Personnel should wear PPE
described in table 4-1 on page 4-5.

5-50. MACPs are not resourced to pick up remains from any medical treatment facility (MTF) or unit areas.
Coordination should be made through logistics channels to secure covered vehicle transportation to the
nearest MACP. The MTFs will coordinate with their assigned logistics assets for the movement of deceased
personnel from the MTF to the MACP. Medical evacuation vehicles will not be used to evacuate HR to the
MACP.

5-51. The use of computers, when available at the MACP, will help expedite processing of HR throughout
the theater using MARTS. Recommend preparing blank case files (for example, forms, security seals, blank
manila tags, and slide closure bags for PE) for rapid processing. Prefabricated case files will ensure original
and duplicate case files are prepared and ready to prevent unnecessary delays. Initiate original and duplicate
case files in the event MARTS automated files cannot be accessed. MACP personnel will always be in the
appropriate PPE when handling, processing, and evacuating HR.

RECEIVING SECTION

5-52. MACP receiving personnel will—

e Inspectall HR and PE for UXO, IED, and other hazardous items immediately prior to entering the
receiving area. MACP receiving personnel must verify these steps.
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e Notify EOD personnel immediately if there are any UXO items found. Cease all processing until
the HR are cleared. For their safety, MACP personnel should take further instructions from EOD
personnel.

e Confirm the actual number of HR being delivered. The HR should come with only the PE found
on the HR and basic information to begin establishing chain of custody.

o Check the HR for recovery tags, DD Form 1380, and any other accompanying paperwork. If
recovery tags or DD Form 1380 are present, remove and place in the case file folder. If no
information is available, do what is necessary to obtain the missing information. Do not delay
processing and evacuation for lack of information.

DANGER RECEIVING AMMUNITION AND EXPLOSIVES

Be aware of any items brought into the MACP receiving area, as

part of an HR fighting load may appear undamaged but still pose a
threat due to potential heat and impact damage sustained as part
of the fatality-producing incident.

e Initiate an original and duplicate case file. The top portion of the file should have believed to be
name, rank, last four digits of the Social Security number (SSN) or DOD ID number, seal number,
and evacuation number. Store the duplicate case file at the MACP as a quick reference for
questions about HR transitioning through the MACP.

e Initiate a case file in MARTS by accepting the HR into the system. Prepare all MA documents in
MARTS if available. If MARTS is not operational, follow the guidance for preparation of paper
forms. (See appendix C in this publication for information on completing hard copy paper forms.)

e Annotate required information on DD Form 1077 for all unidentified, believed to be HR, and
portions of HR received at the MACP. Obtain this information from the transport driver, S&R
team leader, or DD Form 567:

=  The DD Form 1077 is a daily log of HR received at the MACP, whether unidentified, believed
to be, or portions.

= Prepare a new register each day the MACP is in operation. The reporting period starts at 0001
and ends at 2400 (local time).

= Retain a copy of all registers at the MACP for internal records until that MACP is required to
archive records, per direction of the IMAO.

= Upon arrival of HR, MACP personnel record all required information on DD Form 1077.
Confirm the actual number of HR delivered.

5-53. If no documents accompany the HR, gather information to annotate on DD Form 565. The MACP
personnel will—

e Interview the unit representative and complete the information on the DD Form 565.

e Conduct the interview away from the deceased, and then allow the person to visually identify the
deceased.

e Ensure the original accompanies the HR. Retain a copy in the MACP case file.

BUILDING AN EVACUATION NUMBER

5-54. Assign an evacuation number to the HR. See figure 5-5 on page 5-14 for the components of an
evacuation number and sample evacuation tag.

5-55. Complete two evacuation tags for each believed to be HR:

e Front side—Record the last name, first name, middle initial, and the DOD ID number or last four
digits of the SSN.

e Reverse side—Record the evacuation and security seal numbers:
e Attach one tag to the HR.
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e Attach the second tag to the HRP.

5-56. Evacuation numbers are sequentially issued in MARTS or created manually based on the evacuation
item received (HR or PE). When manually building an evacuation tag, place a letter before the sequential
number to identify the type of evacuation item:

e R:represents believed to be or unidentified HR.

e P:represents a portion of HR.

e E: represents PE and disassociated personal effects.

e T: represents transfer of items through an additional MACP during the current calendar year.

Note: The following rules apply. The receiving MACP will not assign a new evacuation number
when receiving a transfer item. The receiving MACP will receive the item and evacuate the item
utilizing the current evacuation number. Place a T before the evacuation number on DD Form
1077 to designate that it is a transfer item from another MACP to avoid double counting the item.

Front Side Back Side

EVAcy

R09-
9-19 /AR1019th Qm Co/B
agra
Seal# 5744

The evacuationnumber has four parts: Legend:
1. Aletter code R=human remains, P=portions of human remains, AR = Army

E=personal effects or disassociated personal effects, or BTB = Believedto be

T=transit (MACP transferring item for evacuation). DOD ID No = Department of Defense Identification Number
2. Sequential number of the calendar year. EVAC# = Evacuation number
3. Branch of service and unit operating the collection point. HR = Human remains
4. Collection point identifier (number or location). HRP = Human remains pouch

MACP = Mortuary Affairs Collection Point Name or Number

Note: Annotate below the EVAC#, the Seal # used to secure the HRP. QM CO = Quartermaster Company

SSN = Social Security number, last four digits
This example EVAC# R09-19represents the ninth HR evacuated in

calendar year 2019, by the Army unit 1019" QM CO, MACP in Bagram.

Figure 5-5. Evacuation tag for human remains

5-57. For unidentified HR—
e Front side of evacuation tag: Write “UNIDENTIFIED” (see figure 5-6).

e Reverse side: Record the HR evacuation number. The number should match the information on
DD Form 1077.

e Below the evacuation number, annotate the number from seal on the HRP:
= Attach one tag to the HR.
= Attach the second tag to the HRP.
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Front Side Back Side

This example EVAC# R02-19 represents the unidentified LEGEND:

human remains from the second evacuation in calendar EVAC#= Evacuation number )
year 2019 evacuated by the MC PRP CO in Camp MACE =Mortuary “Adfairs Gollection Boink. v
Bastion MC PRP CO = Marine Corps Personnel Retrieval and Processing Company

Figure 5-6. Sample of unidentified evacuation tag

5-58. When MACP personnel receive portions of HR, the evacuation tag is completed as follows:

e Per the AFMES guidance, portions recovered from the same general location should not be
individually bagged, unless instructed to do so by an AFMES official. The recovery location is
critical for each portion to an investigation. Maintain anatomical integrity of all HR and portions
whenever possible.

e In the case of skeletal remains, consolidate all skeletal remains found in concentration in the same
bag, as to preserve provenience of the skeletal assemblage. Place the HR, portions, or skeletal
remains in an HRP for evacuation.

e Annotate “PORTIONS” on one side of the tag. Beneath “PORTIONS” annotate the sequential P
number of portions.

Complete the reverse side in the same manner as an HR tag.

e When portions recovered are from the same incident site, do not individually bag each portion,
place all the portions into as few clear plastic bags as possible within an HRP. Each individual bag
will be tagged; do not attempt to associate any portions. All positive ID will be done with the
AFMES at the Dover port mortuary. Information for each portion is critical to the forensic
investigation.

e Ensure the HRP has an evacuation tag on the front, annotated with the word “PORTIONS”.
Beneath that, annotate the total number of portions inside the HRP as shown in figure 5-7.

Bag portions recovered from geographically or incidentally distinct areas separately.

e Place HRPs with tagged and sealed portions inside a second HRP to consolidate them for transport.
This means there would be a second protective HRP, into which the first sealed HRP containing
the packaged portions would be placed.

e The evacuation tag would be marked on the front “PORTIONS”, and beneath it, the total number
of portions contained in the HRP from both internal pouches. The back of the tag is completed the
same as for portions (see figure 5-7 on page 5-16).

Note. An R number will be assigned to any item found that constitutes more than 50 percent of a
human body and includes a majority of the torso. The team leader will make this determination.
Classify items not representing more than 50 percent as a portion and the item will receive a
sequential P number. A torso will be marked as HR. Body regions such as an isolated head or legs,
even if attached at the pelvis, will be marked as portions.
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There are seven portions of human remains.

This example EVAC# P01-20represents the portions of human remains, LEGEND:
from the first evacuation in calendar year 2020, evacuated by the Army
673d QM CO MACP in Balad.

Front Side Back Side

EVAC# = Evacuation number
MACP = Mortuary Affairs Collection Point
QM CO = Quartermaster Company

Figure 5-7. Sample of portions of human remains evacuation tag

DO NOT PHYSICALLY ASSOCIATE ANY PORTIONS
WITH HUMAN REMAINS

A HRP can contain unidentified HR, believed to be HR, or portions of

HR. Comingling of these categories in an HRP is not authorized. For
example:

A HRP may not contain both a believed to be HR and portions.
A HRP may not contain both an unidentified HR and portions.

A HRP may not contain both an unidentified HR and a believed to be
human remains.

PROCESSING DISASSOCIATED PERSONAL EFFECTS

5-16

5-59. When receiving disassociated personal effects at an MACP, do not attempt to associate them with any
particular HR. Request a memorandum for record (with contact information) from the person delivering the
disassociated personal effects containing as much detail as possible about the recovery. The information in
the memorandum will be critical for the JJED SCMO to potentially associate an item to a particular HR.
Maintain item integrity during transit (for example, if a backpack arrives at the MACP, return all items within
the backpack. Then, place the items into a plastic bag with a slide interlocking seal or biohazard bag to
prevent comingling with other PE). When receiving disassociated personal effects, MACP personnel will—

Open a file in MARTS for the disassociated personal effects. Create a file using the DD Form
1076.

Generate two disassociated personal effects tags (see figure 5-8):

= Front side—Write the words “DISASSOCIATED PERSONAL EFFECTS” and assign a
sequential E number.

=  Backside: Record the evacuation and security seal numbers.

Place the disassociated personal effects with one copy of the DD Form 1076 and the tag in a plastic
bag with slide interlocking seal. If there are multiple disassociated personal effects items from an

incident site, each piece of disassociated PE will have an E-number (for example, E-1 of 2, E-2 of
2):
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= For transportation to the AFMES, store in one or more PE bags (depending on the size of the
PE) or an opaque plastic bag, as needed.
=  Place the other tag on the PE bag.

The disassociated personal effects will have their own evacuation number. The disassociated
personal effects are treated as a separate item when evacuating with other HR from the MACP.

Retain a copy of the DD Form 1076 at the MACP as a file copy in the case file.

Manually record the item on the DD Form 1077, ensure the evacuation number matches the
disassociated personal effects tag for that item.

This example EVAC# E13-19represents the disassociated personal LEGEND:
effects fromthe 13" evacuation in calendar year 2019, evacuated by EVAC# = Evacuation number
the Army 111" QM CO MACP in Kandahar, Afghanistan. KAF = Kandahar, Afghanistan

Front Side Back Side

MACP = Mortuary Affairs Collection Point
QM CO = Quartermaster Company

Figure 5-8. Sample of disassociated personal effects evacuation tag

5-60. Based on the workload, move the HR and PE to the processing area. If a backlog is keeping the HR
from further processing, move the HR to a refrigerated holding area. Once the backlog is gone, retrieve the
HR from the holding area and move to the processing area to continue processing.

PROCESSING SECTION

5-61. MACP normal processing includes the following procedures:

Continue to check for any ammunition, explosives, weapons, or classified material:

= Return unused ammunition, explosives, and weapons to unit.

= Turn in classified material to the unit intelligence or operations section for disposition.

Keep the HR covered or shrouded when not undergoing processing.

Examine the state of the HR to ensure they are intact:

= Check to see if there are any recovery tags for HR or portions.

= If HR are missing major portions, ensure there is documentation from the unit recovery team
that they searched for the missing portions.

= |f there is insufficient documentation for the missing major portions, attempt to contact the
unit for a report.

= After exhausting all attempts to recover major missing portions, generate a memorandum
certificate of non-recoverability of missing major portions. Include this in the case file (see
appendix C for a sample memorandum.)

Note. Do not delay the evacuation of the recovered HR to search for missing portions.
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= If any information on the missing portions is received after the evacuation of the recovered
HR, prepare a message stating all pertinent information and forward through higher HQ to
the TMAO and JMAO.

e Examine all documents accompanying the HR received in the MACP case file for:
= DD Form 1380 (Tactical Combat Casualty Care Card).
=  SF 600 (Chronological Record of Medical Care).

= DD Form 2064 (Certificate of Death Overseas). Certified medical authority will pronounce
death and complete DD Form 2064 or other appropriate documents for transport of the HR
back to a designated military mortuary. On the death certificate, list the cause of death as
Pending Armed Forces Medical Examiner Determination.

Update the deceased individual case file folder with any documents received.
Continue the automated processing of the MARTS file using the HR and PE data.
Complete any missing information on the DD Form 1077.

Prepare evacuation tags according to believed to be HR, unidentified, or portions (if not created
in the receiving section).

Attach evacuation tag to the HR wrist or another extremity (if not already attached).
e Place the HR in an HRP.

Store HR awaiting further processing or transportation in a refrigerated container when space is
available and no processing is taking place.

e Document the inventory of PE on DD Form 1076:

=  Maintain two-person control while conducting a PE inventory and establishing chain of
custody.

= |dentify, inspect, and record all official military and personal ID media, personal clothing,
and personal items on DD Form 1076.

= Search all personal equipment, clothing, pockets, and the areas around the neck, wrists, and
fingers for PE.

= Minimize handling of PE to preserve physical and biological evidence. Exercise care not to
contaminate or destroy any forensic evidence.

=  Take care when checking items in pockets to record the contents found.

= Leave all items found on remains in place, even if the item is protruding from the remains
(for example, medical equipment or shrapnel), as these items are a part of the forensic
examination and not recorded as PE on the DD Form 1076.

= Use official ID media found as a basis for establishing tentative ID.

= Leave all ID media, PE, clothing, and organizational equipment worn on the HR for forensic
analysis by the AFMES.

= Secure all loose PE found on remains and place in a clear sealed zip-closure bag along with a
copy of the DD Form 1076.

Note. To prevent bodily fluids from damaging the PE, place the clear sealed zip-closure bag inside
a PE bag. Secure the PE bag to the wrist of the HR.

= Remove only sensitive items and other organizational unit property and equipment not worn
on the HR and keep it segregated from the PE.

=  Forward all serviceable organizational equipment to the appropriate supply activity or the unit
concerned, if available, and obtain a hand receipt for the items.

Note. If the remains arrive at the MACP without any combat gear, ensure to contact the unit or the
MTF that cared for the deceased. AFMES insists that the helmet and body armor (combat gear) is
included as a part of the forensic examination.
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Attach an evacuation tag to the outside zipper of the HRP.

e Annotate information from numbered security seal on evacuation tags and case file documents
before placing numbered metal security seal inside the case file.

Place the HR in the refrigeration container while awaiting transportation.
Inspect original case file that will travel with the deceased to the TMEP.

e Prepare a duplicate case file to keep at the MACP until determination of further disposition by the
TMAO or JMAO for archiving.

e Verify forms in the case file (original case file accompanies the HR):

= DD Form 565 (prepare an original for the original case file and a copy for the MACP file) if
possible.

= DD Form 567 (if MA personnel performed the S&R mission).

= Any recovery site sketch, map overlay, or information on deceased’s recovery.

= DD Form 1074 (if MA personnel performed the recovery and if applicable).

= DD Form 1076 (ensure there are three copies).

= DD Form 1380 and SF 600 (if provided to the MACP by the MTF or unit), if available.
= DD Form 2064 (provided by the MTF).

5-62. In cases when neither the DD Form 2064, DD Form 1380, nor SF 600 documents are present, attempt
to coordinate with a medical officer to complete a certificate of death, if feasible. Do not delay the evacuation
of HR to obtain a certificate of death.

5-63. When using a transfer case, complete the following:
e Secure metal security seals to HRP, head, and foot of transfer case.
e Place the original case file inside a clear sealed zip-closure bag and lay it in the documents drawer
(if using an IHRTC).
e Retain a duplicate case file at the MACP.

5-64. Normal processing at an MACP is dependent on workload, available MA personnel and equipment,
and operational constraints. The MACP will comply with the theater standard operating procedures and the
GCC regulation or memorandum of instruction for MA. GCC and Service component operational orders will
identify support available to evacuate remains from theater.

STORAGE/EVACUATION SECTION

5-65. If possible, keep HR awaiting evacuation in refrigeration. Maintain the temperature of the refrigeration
container between 34-40 degrees Fahrenheit (1.1-4.4 degrees Celsius). Holding HR in a refrigeration
container will slow decompaosition. Do not allow HR to freeze under any circumstances. Ensure the
temperature is monitored at periodic intervals. Additionally, perform the required maintenance checks and
services as prescribed in the applicable technical manual.

5-66. When possible, use RFID tags or other available automated identification at the MACP to track HR
and PE. Using RFID for in-transit visibility will provide better accountability of HR and PE. The MA
personnel in the storage and evacuation sections will following these procedures:

e Prepare the required information and input into MARTS to include tracking information such as
a barcode tag or RFID tag prior to loading and evacuation of HR and PE.

Write and activate RFID tags prior to evacuation using the appropriate equipment.

e Coordinate with higher HQ for transportation to evacuate the HR. When using vehicles, ensure
they have a covered cargo area. Utilize aircraft as the preferred mode of transportation for
evacuating HR, when possible.

e Coordinate with SPO for movement of HR in the tactical area utilizing normal distribution
backhaul from the CCP to the MACP, when possible.

5-67. MACP evacuation personnel will perform the following procedures:
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Use the first received/first evacuated process when coordinating for the arrival of transportation

assets.

Secure the case file with all pertinent documents for evacuation.

Coordinate transportation assets through the supported logistics unit’s MA NCO:

= |f HRTCs or IHRTCs are available, ensure the transfer cases are sanitized and record the
transfer case numbers in the case files and MARTS.

= Coordinate for ice support through the supported unit logistics officer (S4) or the logistics
supply operations.

=  To assist with preservation, place 7 bags of crushed wet ice (approximately 9 to 10 pounds
[Ibs.] each) on the bottom tray of the transfer case. Two additional bags of crushed wet ice
are placed on top of the HRP once the remains are placed in the transfer case. Double or triple
bag the ice to prevent condensation.

= Use approximately 60 to 90 Ibs. of crushed wet ice. Ensure bagged ice does not come into
direct contact with the HR per the AFMES guidance.

= Place the ice inside the transfer case (see chapter 6 for the recommended placement of ice).

= Complete the Mortuary Affairs Evacuation Ice Worksheet MACP entries, including the
departure temperature as indicated on the transfer case temperature gauge, upon loading the
transfer vehicle.

= Place the HRP with the remains zipped up at the head inside the transfer case according to the
label (head and foot). See chapter 6 for instructions on securing an HR inside a transfer case.

Ensure the transport operator is a DOD-affiliated military, civilian, or contractor authorized to

transport HR onboard:

=  Ground transportation—Ensure use of a covered vehicle (for example, military cargo vehicle
or commercial box truck).

= Air transport (rotary wing)—Load the HR with the head towards the tail of the aircraft.

= Air transport (fixed wing)—Load the HR with the head towards the nose of the aircraft.

Initiate a DD Form 1075. List all the HR being evacuated from the MACP at the same time on the

same DD Form 1075 if space is available. (See appendix C for form instructions.)

Load the HR on the covered transport vehicle. Ensure HR are handled with dignity, reverence,

and respect at all times when loading HR onto a covered vehicle. Always carry HR feet first and

face up. Position the HR in such a manner as to prevent stacking. Secure the HR in such a manner

as to prevent shifting during transport.

Ensure the driver signs a DD Form 1075 listing all the HR on their vehicle.

Give the original signed copy of DD Form 1075 to the driver. Maintain a duplicate copy at the

MACP for internal records. Annotate the evacuation location for the HR on the appropriate DD
Form 1077.

Ensure all documents in the deceased case file are uploaded to MARTS as a permanent historical
record.

MINIMUM PROCESSING

5-68. This occurs during large-scale combat operations or mass fatality incidents when the MACP exceeds
its capability and capacity to perform standard processing of HR. The NCOIC will contact the TMAO for
authorization to conduct minimum processing for rapid evacuation. If the MACP has no communications
with the TMAO, the MACP NCOIC may request authorization from the local commander on the ground to
switch to minimum processing but must continue to try and relay this information to the TMEP and TMAO.

5-69. No DD Form 1076 will be completed during minimum processing since the priority will be to record
tentative ID media (SSN or DOD ID number) for a rapid evacuation on DD Forms 1075 and 1077. Relay this
information to the TMEP, and the TMAO will issue further guidance if the DD Form 1076 is required.

5-70. The MACP minimum processing procedures are as follows:

5-20

Search remains for any ID media (for example, common access card, driver license, or ID tags).
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Remove any ammunition, explosives, and weapons from HR.
e Create an evacuation tag number with remains believed to be information.

Create an individual deceased case file that travels with the HR. Label the top portion of the file
with the believed to be name, rank, last four SSN or DOD ID number (if available), metal security
seal number for HRP, and evacuation number.

Complete a DD Form 565, (only if situation permits and a unit member is present to sign the form).
Complete DD Form 1077 for an MACP permanent record.

Complete DD Form 1075 for evacuation and create a duplicate copy for the MACP.

Forward any documents accompanying the remains in the case file to travel to the TMEP:

= Check for recovery tags.

= Check for DD Form 1380.

= Check for DD Form 2064 (signed by a medical authority).

= Check for SF 600.

= Place HR in an HRP (if not already in one) with PE bag (if required).

e Attach an evacuation tag to the outside zipper of the HRP.

Place the case file with all documents inside a slide interlocking sealed plastic bag for evacuation
with the HR. Secure this plastic bag inside the HRP, awaiting evacuation.

e Place the HR in the refrigeration container while awaiting transportation (omit this step if ready
to evacuate).

e Load the HR on the transportation vehicle for evacuation.
Obtain the driver signature on DD Form 1075. Retain a copy for MACP permanent record.

Upon arrival at the TMEP, remains will be processed using standard procedures using MARTS
unless situation does not allow before evacuation.

5-71. Refer to figure 5-9 for a pictorial layout of MACPs in the AO. (See FM 1-02.1 and FM 1-02.2 for
additional information on operational terms and military symbols.)

. LEGEND: TP ———
" = mortuary affairs officer
et =  drecton of evacuaton chimnels MEF =US Mar?ﬂ‘e expeditionary force
(DRGANIC) 2> =alternate direction of evacuation channels MSO = mort i o i i
JMAD 8Os WA COMPANY ASCC =Army Service component command oPS - mo utary aialrs oflicer
(DRsAc) OPS Seznion BCT = brigade combat team Soperains
(ATTacHED) BSA = brigade support area PRP = Personnel Retrieval and Processing
XX FWD = forward SUST = sustainment
NA Lo Sence Y - forward SPT = support
{Drganic) S GCC =geographic combatant commander

TMAQ = theater mortuary affairs officer
TMEP = theater mortuary evacuation point
TPED = theater personal effects depot

JMAOQ = joint mortuary affairs officer
MA = mortuary affairs

(1]

OFs | MA COMPANY
{ 0PS Secnow
(Amracten)

NOTE: Notional allocation and distribution of MA assets

in the joint operations area; one Army Corps, three mwe
Divisions, and nine BCTs supported by two Army MA

units, and one Marine PRP MA platoon supporting a MEF.

Actual allocation can vary as the situation evolves.

Figure 5-9. Operational employment of mortuary affairs units
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DISPOSITION OF FILES

5-72. The IMAO and TMAO establish MACP locations in theater to support the JOA. As MA teams rotate,
the teams must exchange information and review the MACP and TMAO standard operating procedures
(SOPs) as a part of the incoming MA team’s integration into the theater. In order for the outgoing team to
redeploy, the incoming team and associated equipment must be in place and ready to assume responsibility
for the mission. All MACP files will also transfer to the new MA team in accordance with the TMAO SOP.
The TMAO will notify the IMAO when the relief in place occurs with a new MA team.

5-73. As the IMAO closes MACP locations within the theater, forward the MACP case files to the TMAO
for disposition. The original case file travels with the deceased inside the transfer case to the AFMES for
final disposition. Contact the TMAO for guidance on case files for HR that have a destination other than
AFMES. Upon deactivation of the MACP, the files are transferred to the TMAO for forwarding to the GCC
JMAQO for archiving. Once the TMAO terminates operations and returns to the current death program, files
are transferred to the JMAO for archiving.

5-74. GCCs will establish a formal process for the archiving of all documents prepared or obtained in the
disposition of all human remains processing, to include documents relating to recovery, presumptive
identification preparation, temporary interment, and transportation from their geographic area of
responsibility pursuant to DODI 5015.02.

TRANSIT COLLECTION POINT OPERATIONS

5-75. Theater-level MA operations may require logistics support that spans multiple countries. In such cases,
an MACP can also act as a transit point. Do not assign a new evacuation number to HR that arrive at a second
MACP in transit to the TMEP. Instead, place a T before the original evacuation number on supporting
documentation (DD Form 1077 and on the evacuation tags) to signify a transit item. This will assist with
avoiding the duplicate counting of HR and PE items. An example of a transit number for HR is
TR7-19/AR54thQMCO/MACP1.

5-76. MACP personnel will not remove any numbered security seals or further process the HR and PE when
at a transit location. If a numbered security seal is broken in transit, the receiving MACP notifies the TMEP,
TMAO, JMAO, and the appropriate investigative agency, as required. Before replacing a broken security
seal, annotate the new numbered security seal information on the case file and evacuation tags.

5-77. Upon arrival at the MACP, make a note of the transfer case temperature gauge reading. Ensure the
Mortuary Affairs Evacuation Ice Worksheet MACP entries are completed, including the temperature noted
at arrival, and the departure temperature as indicated on the transfer case temperature gauge upon loading
onto the transfer vehicle for onward movement.

5-78. To complete the DD Form 1077, enter T in block 6, enter the evacuation number, enter the security
seal number in block 7a, and complete blocks 12 and 13.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR HANDLING HUMAN REMAINS

5-79. Contact the TMAO for special conditions and procedures on handling HR that are local nationals,
MNF partners, detainees, and civilian internees. These categories of deceased personnel have specific
requirements for processing and evacuation. Contact the AFMES for further guidance and disposition
instructions in the event there is a commingling of these categories of remains with U.S. DOD-affiliated
personnel. Contact the JMAO for coordination instructions on repatriating any of these above categories to
an appropriate location.

5-80. There is a requirement to report all suspected law of war violations and detainee deaths to the servicing
judge advocate or legal advisor. Make timely reports to higher HQ and military criminal investigatory
agencies as required IAW the Department of Defense Law of War Manual and FM 3-63.
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PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING LocAL NATIONAL HUMAN REMAINS

5-81. The MACP coordinates with the TMAO and the TMEP for the return of local national HR and PE to
the host nation government. Enemy combatant and host nation HR processing is performed with the same
care and respect afforded United States or partner nation remains. If possible, store local national HR in a
separate refrigerated container not used for U.S. remains or partner nation HR. Encourage the utilization of
international agencies for coordinating the repatriation of host nation HR back to local control (for example,
International Committee of the Red Cross or equivalent).

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING MULTINATIONAL FORCE PARTNER HUMAN REMAINS

5-82. Accomplish handling of MNF partner HR according to current international agreements,
standardization agreements, or contracts (for third-country nationals). If no agreements or policies are in
place, then use U.S. policies and procedures for handling the HR. Afford MNF partner remains the same care
and respect given to U.S. remains. The MACP coordinates through the TMEP, TMAO or JMAO, and
embassies for processing guidance and repatriation of MNF partner HR to their country of origin.

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING DETAINEE HUMAN REMAINS

5-83. The investigative agency representative accompanies the detainee HR to the nearest MACP facility for
transport and evacuation IAW the GCC’s regulations and procedures. The AFMES will determine
requirements for an autopsy. Do not release detainee HR from U.S. custody without authorization from the
AFMES and the responsible commander. Place the detainee HR in an HRP with a security seal and prepare
for movement. The MA personnel at an MACP or TMEP will assign an evacuation number and prepare
appropriate shipping documents and a case file in MARTS. The JMAO will coordinate through the TMAO
for movement of the detainee HR.

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING CIVILIAN INTERNEE HUMAN REMAINS

5-84. The U.S. commander of the facility or U.S. unit exercising custody over the HR shall report the death
to the responsible investigative agency and TMAO or IMAO. The TMAO or IMAO and investigative agency
will contact the AFMES to coordinate disposition. The AFMES will determine the requirement for an
autopsy. Do not release civilian internee HR from U.S. custody without authorization from the AFMES and
the responsible commander.

5-85. The investigative agency representative accompanies the civilian internee HR to the nearest MACP
for transport and evacuation according to the GCC’s regulations and policies. Place the civilian internee HR
in an HRP with a security seal and prepare for movement. The MA personnel will assign an evacuation
number, prepare appropriate shipping documents, and create a case file in MARTS. Procedures for handling
and disposition of civilian internee HR will be IAW FM 3-63, GCC MA Support Regulation or Memorandum
or Letter of Instruction for MA Operations, and the AFMES authority.

MILITARY WORKING DOGS

5-86. The following references establish guidance for the DOD Military Working Dog (MWD) Program:
e DODD 5200.31E.
e DODD 6400.04E.
e AR 40-905/SECNAVINST 6401.1B/AFI 48-131.
e TB Med 283.

5-87. MA personnel will provide very limited assistance when requested, as human remains take precedence.
Initially, it is the responsibility of the supporting Army veterinary services personnel to manage deceased
MWD remains after recovery and find temporary refrigeration if the postmortem cannot be performed
immediately. Refer to the GCC theater guidance on MWD remains within the AOR.

5-88. If brought to the MACP, place the MWD remains and all PE in a designated area separate from HR
and contact the supporting veterinary services asset. Place the MWD remains in a marked (military working
dog name, tattoo number, and unit) HRP and place in a designated area of cold storage (if available). If an
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HRP is unavailable, a leak-proof bag with a marked overlay such as a poncho, blanket, or wet weather gear
may be used. The MA personnel may need to assist the owning unit or veterinary unit with supplies or by
arranging transportation of the MWD remains to the closest Army veterinary asset for postmortem
examination. The MWD may be covered in a U.S. Flag during transportation.

5-89. If comingled with human remains, evacuate the MWD remains with the HR to Dover Air Force Base
for the AFMES examination and for DNA and separation. Contact the Joint Pathology Center Veterinary
Pathology Services for further collaborative assistance.

5-90. If supporting veterinary services assets do not have temporary refrigeration capability, MACPs,
transfer points, or TMEPs with refrigeration capabilities can temporarily store MWD remains, if space is
available, until transportation can be arranged for postmortem examination. Isolate the MWD remains in a
separate, clearly marked area from the human remains. Treat the MWDs with dignity, reverence, and respect.

5-91. After postmortem examination, coordinate transportation of MWD remains with the MWD-owning
unit commander or the U.S. Forces that the MWD team was attached to, or operating with, if death occurs in
a deployed location. Options for disposition of remains may include clean cremation or medical incineration
followed by return to the MWD parent organization
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Theater Mortuary Evacuation Point Operations

The TMEP provides mortuary affairs processing, tentative identification, and storage
and evacuation of HR not processed at a mortuary affairs collection point. The TMEP
is task-organized to perform quality assurance checks on existing documentation,
provide refrigeration capability for HR awaiting transportation, and coordinate
available airlift for evacuation to the designated mortuary for forensic examination and
final disposition. When required, all Services may augment the TMEP operation with
mortuary affairs personnel in order to facilitate the processing and expedite the
evacuation of all DOD-affiliated HR and accompanying PE.

SECTION | — MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITIES

6-1. The TMEP has the primary mission of evacuating all HR and PE to a military mortuary. The TMEP
also has the responsibility to initiate required movement control documents, provide storage, and coordinate
the evacuation of HR and PE from the theater to either the port mortuary or as indicated by the AFMES. The
Army is tasked with the theater-level mission to operate a TMEP.

6-2. The TMEP is task-organized to—
e Receive HR and PE from any theater location.

e Perform quality assurance checks on existing documentation or initiate, complete, or obtain
required processing documentation. It can receive HR in MARTS or initiate documentation in
MARTS if a file does not exist.

e Prepare the HR for evacuation and refrigerate the remains while arranging transportation out of
theater if possible.

Coordinate for aircraft and initiate all required shipping and special handling documents.

e Load, palletize, tie down transfer cases, and transport pallets to the AMC cargo special handling
area if required.

6-3. The TMEP can operate a theater PE transfer point (see chapter 7) as a secondary mission and is
organized to—

e Receive pre-inventoried and packaged PE from either the SCMO, SCO, or personal effects
inventory officer (PEIO) in theater.

e Store and safeguard PE until transportation is coordinated.

e Load, palletize, tie down PE tri-walls, and transport pallets to the AMC cargo holding area for
shipment to the CONUS JPED.

6-4. The TMEP is responsible for initiating any missing required documentation. Evacuation will not be
delayed awaiting documentation from the unit. It is paramount to preserve forensic evidence to the maximum
extent possible for the forensic pathology investigation.

6-5. When feasible, the TMEP is responsible for processing, tentative ID, storage, and evacuation when
minimum processing procedures were used at an evacuating MACP.

SECTION Il - CAPABILITIES, PLANNING, AND LAYOUT

6-6. A TMEP consists of one Army MA platoon and contains four sections: receiving, processing,
administrative, and evacuation. The TMEP minimum staffing requirement is 28 personnel, which can be
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augmented with additional Army MA platoons and multi-Service MA personnel. During large-scale combat
operations, the TMEP requires two to four platoons depending on surge requirements.

6-7. TMEP capabilities —

e Process up to 250 HR a day per one Army MA platoon.

e Move a transfer case in excess of 4501bs using a four to six-person team.
e Conduct continuous 24-hour operations.
[

Maintain a stock of 500 HRTCs or IHRTCs. (The HRTCs and IHRTCs, as well as HRPs, PPE,
and sanitation cleaning materials, are replenished by the MA lead Service with MA supplies.)

6-8. The minimum recommended composition of personnel required to operate a TMEP includes—
e One TMEP officer in charge (OIC) (MARTS and DCIPS access).

One MA NCO (MOS 92M); TMEP NCOIC supervisor (MARTS and DCIPS access).

Four MA NCOs (MOS 92M); TMEP section/team leader (MARTS and DCIPS access).

Four MA NCOs (MQOS 92M); each operate in a section (MARTS access).

Sixteen MA specialists (MOS 92M); divided into the four sections as receiving, processing,
administrative, and evacuation specialists (at least eight personnel with MARTS access).

e Support personnel: MOS 91C, Utilities Equipment Repairer (one per four MIRCS). Additional
refrigeration requires more refrigeration mechanics than the aforementioned 1:4 ratio. This
requirement is based on maximum use for 24 hours. Additionally, a 92M MA specialist is required
as a dedicated driver.

6-9. The TMEP is responsible for ensuring quality control for each section:

e The receiving section receives HR and PE into the TMEP from the main, transfer, and forward
MACPs. It may also receive HR and PE directly from local units that have sustained fatalities.

e The processing section processes HR and PE from the receiving section in the TMEP.
The administrative section either prepares or updates the original individual deceased case file,
creates the TMEP file copy, and conducts all associated administrative actions that support the
TMEP.

e The evacuation section prepares and conducts quality assurance checks on the HR and PE for
transport, coordinates transportation, and evacuates the HR and PE to the designated mortuary.

ASSIGNMENT AND ALLOCATION

6-10. The TMEP mission is assigned to the Army. The quartermaster (QM) MA companies execute this
mission with multifunctional MA platoons. The MA company is more versatile during a full company
deployment, capable of assigning any MA collective task to any of the platoons. A MA company can support
a force of 165,000 personnel while assigning missions to separate MA platoons. When tasked to establish
and operate a TMEP, the MA platoon should operate in within the JSA. In cases where multiple MA
companies must deploy to support large-scale combat operations, the ASCC or the Service component
command lead for MA will call forward those MA units to backfill or go forward to support maneuver units.
(See chapter 9 in this publication for more information on the Army MA company.)

6-11. The JIMAQ determines the employment of MA capabilities along with the ASCC or the MA lead
Service that manages the TMAO. The ASCC or the Service component command lead for MA submits the
TPFDD for an MA company (or more) to deploy by separate standard requirement code to fill theater MA
authorizations. Throughout the requirements selection process, the assigned MA unit will establish and
operate the TMEP. Other MA platoons will move forward to support the JOA as the theater is set. Once
coordination is complete and unit placement is determined, the TMEP will contact the TMAO to publish the
TMEP location to all units within the JOA.

6-12. The TMAO will direct all Services operating in the JOA to evacuate remains through the TMEP. The
location of the TMEP in the JSA supports MA teams and units evacuating HR and PE all the way from the
forward area to the theater rear for onward movement to the CONUS port mortuary. The TMEP will submit
updates and reports to the TMAO and facilitate the distribution of correspondence throughout the JOA on
behalf of the TMEP.
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6-13. All TMEP personnel, equipment utilization, and theater MA supply status reports and updates
submitted to the TSC are also reportable to the ASCC or Service component command lead for MA. Daily
reports and updates contain information on HR and PE processed, evacuated, and backlogged in refrigerated
storage awaiting transportation. This data helps provide the GCC a common operational picture of the status
of MA support across the theater and helps identify increased requirements for equipment and supply support.
It also helps forecast surge planning estimates, unit rotation timelines, and assets required to reinforce the
theater.

6-14. When established, the MA platoon operating the PE depot will be co-located with the TMEP. If assets
are available, a separate MA platoon will initiate TPED operations (see chapter 7).

SITE SELECTION

6-15. The TMEP should be located in the JSA, adjacent to a major air or sea port of embarkation (POE). The
TMEP personnel must coordinate with the area commander prior to selecting a site to ensure the proposed
site will not interfere with any ongoing flight line (if APOE) or base operations. The area needs to be secure
and segregated from the living, but do not compromise site security by completely isolating the TMEP.

6-16. Additional TMEPs may be established at other APOE throughout the theater based on the following
factors:

e The geographical size, population, and location of units in the theater.
e The projected number of HR and the availability of aircraft to evacuate them.
e The operational concept and scheme of maneuver for all units in the theater.

6-17. Location of the TMEP is key to the overall success of its mission. Choose a site based on the following
factors:

e Quick, easy access to and from all flight lines.
e Quick, easy access to AMC operations, transportation, and cargo or special handling areas.

e Ability to use existing facilities, and build or install temporary fixed facilities with trailers,
additional refrigeration vans (40 or 53 foot), and cold storage units.

Avrea to set up multiple MIRCS or other refrigerated containers.

Wash rack area (for cleaning and disinfecting transfer cases, vehicles, misc. equipment).

Large space to store bulk quantities of transfer cases, HRPs, and MA PPE.

Ability to use an existing road network or build one to handle and regulate large traffic flow.
Ability to use existing or install cooling and ventilation systems, electrical lines, additional phone
lines, and water lines.

e Ability to access the internet, government email (non-classified), MARTS, and DCIPS, and write
data to RFID tags or other approved advanced in-transit visibility devices.

6-18. The suggested organizational and facility layout is a guide and will vary based on the size of the
operating area. When developing a facility layout, consider the following:

e Vehicle and helicopter traffic flow, including parking.
Space for additional contracted refrigeration containers (for example, 40 or 53-foot trailers).
Electrical power source or generators.

Bulk water and ice delivery support.

Fuel pod.

Communications.

Connex space.

Waste disposal (regular and biohazard).

Ordnance disposal area.

Supply, equipment, and publication storage.

Laundry and personal hygiene facilities.

Dining, and morale, welfare, and recreation facilities.
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e Ability for future expansion to meet potential mission requirements.

6-19. When establishing the actual layout for the TMEP, structure the facility in a manner that minimizes
the manual lifting of HR (see appendix A for ergonomics information). Figure 6-1 illustrates a suggested
TMEP layout, however, operational constraints may warrant other layouts.

280 ft
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Figure 6-1. Suggested layout for theater mortuary evacuation point

REQUIRED SUPPORT

6-20. Required support considerations for the TMEP include—
e Contracted refrigeration support.
Electrical power source or generators.
Environmental control units (for work and living area tents).
Water support.

Communications (Contingency plan for degraded or denied communications in a contested
environment).

Waste disposal (regular and hazardous).

EOD support.

Automation and information technology (internet capability) server support.

Laundry and personal hygiene facility support.

Morale, welfare, and recreation support.

Commercial vehicle (box truck) and warehouse material handling equipment with drivers.
Bagged crushed ice delivery or equipment to produce wet ice.

Maintenance personnel (for example, refrigeration, power generation equipment, and wheeled
vehicle mechanics).

Aircraft cargo loading specialists or laborers.
e Religious ministry support (see appendix D).
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EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

6-21. Required items of equipment and supply to operate a TMEP include —
Covered cargo vehicles or box trucks.

Computers with monitor equipment (minimum 4).

MA PPE (masks, gloves, goggles, surgical gowns and aprons, foot protective booties).
Nitrile gloves.

Surgical face shields.

Serializable processing tables.

Printers.

Wet ice, crushed when feasible.

Mass refrigeration equipment.

Transfer cases.

Security seals.

Metal detectors.

Litters.

Multiple NATO dolly litters.

Office supplies.

Bulk HRPs—

NSN 9930-00-451-1231 Pouch, Human Remains (type Il pouch, self-contained, military
unique). This depot-stocked HRP is marked with NSN, nomenclature and U.S. directly on
each individual pouch.

NSN 9930-01-331-6244 Pouch, Human Remains (type Ila pouch, self-contained) is a
commercial (depot stocked) item and will be the standard item of issue HRP for all military.
This NSN is marked with NSN and nomenclature directly on each individual pouch (the
marking U.S. does not appear on individual pouch).

NSN 9930-01-592-0095 Pouch, Human Remains (Bag, Litter, Sea Recovery, Pole-less, Non-
rigid, GREEN), local purchase.

NSN 9930-01-597-1336 Pouch, Human Remains (odor-absorbing, leak-resistant, BLACK)
local purchase at this time.

NSN 9930-01-632-0180 Pouch, Human Remains (infectious disease, fluid-resistant, heavy-
duty, SILVER) local purchase at this time.

NSN 9930-01-632-4256 Pouch, Human Remains (infectious disease, fluid-resistant, heavy-
duty, WHITE color) depot stocked.

Human Remains Transfer Cases—

NSN 9930-00-823-9805 Case, Human Transfer (HRTC). Item coded AAC Y / terminal status.
This item is being replaced by NSN 9930-01-581-5643. The current model HRTC is 125lbs
empty for planning purposes. The DOD is in the process of phasing out this HRTC. Use this
version until exhausted.

NSN 9930-01-581-5643 Case, Transfer, Human Remains, Insulated (IHRTC). Includes
temperature indicator, drain port, improved document holder, and the RFID number tag
bracket. This new model transfer case is insulated, stackable, and weighs 160lbs. The IHRTC
is depicted with its dimensions in figure 6-6 on page 6-13. Use this reusable IHRTC for
transfer of HR in situations where local field mortuary facilities are absent.

If overseas, transport the HR to the Dover Port Mortuary or an AFMES-designated mortuary
for forensic examination. Other related mortuary items can be located through the Defense
Logistics Agency.

6-22. Consider the supplies and services that an HN can provide when establishing and equipping a TMEP.
Depending on the AO and contractual agreements, the HN might be in a better position to provide support.
Supplies and services often available through HN support include—
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Office, communications, and publication supplies and equipment.
Medical and sanitation supplies and equipment.

Sanitation and waste disposal treatment and removal.

Refrigeration vans or trucks.

Commercial vehicles and material handling equipment with drivers.
Bagged crushed ice delivery or equipment to produce ice.
Maintenance personnel.

Aircraft cargo loading specialists or laborers.

Note. TMEP personnel must remember the overall sensitivity of their mission when they use HN
labor.

ICE-MAKING CAPABILITY AND PROCUREMENT

6-23. When operating out of permanent, hard standing facilities (such as with past counterinsurgency and
stability operations), attempt to acquire access to ice making equipment. Procure ice-making machines
capable of producing large quantities of ice. When required, use operational contract support to locate
vendors that make large quantities of ice for preserving HR for transport. Use all possible capabilities without
degrading operations that support the living (for example, dining or recreation facilities).

6-24. During large-scale combat operations, the large number of fatalities may outpace the ability to create
ice. Plan for and establish an alternate storage mechanism. This may be a container, refrigerated if possible,
but not required. MA activities may improvise ice-making capabilities, providing that the ice bottles or other
devices can be secured in the transfer case and do not pose a threat to damage or inflict more harm to the
remains.

6-25. When ice is available, ice the HR immediately prior to sealing the transfer case for evacuation.
Recommend double or triple-bagging with approximately 60-90Ibs bags of ice around the outside of the HRP
(AFMES guidance for icing remains listed in paragraph 6-35).

Note. Ice, ice-water, or melted ice used in MA must not be re-used for consumption or cooling of
class I (food or water for consumption).

FORMS AND REPORTS

6-26. See appendix C for the following shipping documents used by the TMEP in the return of HR, portions,
and disassociated PE:

e DD Form 565 (Statement of Recognition of Deceased).

e DD Form 1075 (Chain of Custody for Transportation of Remains and Personal Effects of
Deceased Personnel).

DD Form 1076 (Record of Personal Effects of Believed to Be (BTB) Deceased).
DD Form 1077 (Collection Point Register of Deceased Personnel).

DD Form 1384 (Transportation Control and Movement Document [TCMD]).
DD Form 1387 (Military Shipment Label).

DD Form 1387-2 (Special Handling Data/Certification).

DD Form 2855 (U.S. Military Customs and Border Clearance Program).

DD Form 2890 (DOD Multimodal Dangerous Goods Declaration).

6-27. See appendix C for preparing the following MA reports in memorandum format as needed:
e Report of atrocity.
e Report of unrecoverable remains.
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e Report of incident.
e Report of area clearance.
e Report of non-recoverability of major missing portions.

SECTION Ill - THEATER MORTUARY EVACUATION POINT TECHNIQUES

6-28. The TMEP uses a four-section system to process HR, portions, and disassociated personal effects. The
TMEP sections are receiving, processing, administrative, and evacuation. (See chapter 5 for non-U.S. human
remains and PE handling techniques.)

RECEIVING SECTION

6-29. The receiving section will—
e Meet the delivering driver outside in the reception area and obtain DD Form 1075.

e Check HR for UXO using a handheld metal detector at a safe standoff distance from the area. If
UXO is discovered, clear the area around the HR, take cover, and call for EOD support. (Refer to
ATP 4-32 for proper EOD support procedures.)

e Verify HR, portions, and PE are safe for transportation. Ensure seals are untampered prior to
signing the receipt on DD Form 1075.

e Move remains into the TMEP receiving area or staging area. Make a note of the transfer case
temperature gauge reading upon arrival at the TMEP.

e Ensure the Mortuary Affairs Evacuation Ice Worksheet entries are completed for the TMEP
including the temperature noted at arrival.

e Create a TMEP case file and copy forms found in the MACP case file, if present. Initiating a case
file in MARTS will automatically generate a new evacuation number (refer to chapter 5 for
instructions on manually creating an evacuation number).

Remove MACP evacuation tags and place in the individual deceased case file folder.

When receiving HR from a transfer MACP, record the HR data on the DD Form 1077 using the
originally assigned evacuation number. The TMEP will receive the HR in MARTS and issue a
new evacuation number for onward movement to the port mortuary.

e Prepare three evacuation tags (for example, HR, HRP, and transfer case) using a TMEP evacuation
number. If the TMEP is the first MA facility to receive the HR or PE, the TMEP—

= Completes the inventory of PE using the two-person control system to maintain the integrity
and chain of custody for the received PE.

= Completes the DD Form 1076 in MARTS for each HR received that has PE.

e Secure one TMEP evacuation tag to the HR, one tag to the HRP, and one tag to the transfer case.
Once HR are received at the TMEP, the TMEP evacuation number becomes the primary tracking
number and the MACP evacuation number is no longer used. Record the evacuation tag number
in the paper case file.

Enter the deceased case file data on DD Form 1077.
Initiate a case in MARTS or receive in MARTS if a main MACP has initiated a case file.
e Give the case file to the processing section upon completion of the receiving tasks.

PROCESSING SECTION

6-30. The processing section uses a three-step process (inspect, process, and quality control) to—
e Verify all paperwork and evacuation tags match the HR, portions, and PE.

e Complete the missing required forms for the individual deceased case file. If the TMEP is the first
MA facility in the chain to receive HR and PE or if there is no inventory with the case file—

= Inventory any undocumented PE found. Use the two-person control system to maintain the
integrity and chain of custody for the received PE.
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= Complete DD Form 1076 and upload in MARTS for each HR received that has PE. In the
event that an HR has arrived at the TMEP without any PE, initiate a DD Form 1076 with a
line crossed through the upper most line of block 7 and block 8 with the caption “nothing
follows”.

Note. Make a comment in the MARTS file that the HR arrived to the TMEP with no PE.

Verify DD Form 2064, DD Form 1380, or SF 600 is present, with the cause of death pending
Armed Forces Medical Examiner Determination. If DD Form 2064 is missing, contact the
supporting medical treatment facility to examine the HR and complete the required forms for
transport.

Process the HR using normal procedures (see chapter 5) if the evacuating MACP used minimal
processing procedures and workload allows.

Inventory all forms, tags, and case files, including the MARTS entries. Quality assurance/quality
control will do the inventory.

Scan and upload all accompanying documents or TMEP-prepared documents into MARTS, if not
already uploaded.

Place paper forms in the TMEP case file and original individual deceased case file that will
accompany the HR, portions, and PE.

Give the case files to the administrative section.
Place the HR in refrigerated storage or deliver to the evacuation section as the situation dictates.

ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION

6-31. The administrative section is responsible for updating the original individual deceased case file,
establishing the TMEP case file folder, and performing the following tasks:

Directs the transfer of the HR from storage to the processing area.
Receives the case folder and paperwork from the processing section.

Scans and uploads accompanying documentation in the original individual deceased case file or
TMEP-prepared documents into MARTS (DD Form 2064, DD Form 1380, DD Form 1076, DD
Form 565, and SF 600).

Calls the air terminal operations center to determine flight schedules, flight times, and dates.
Informs the air terminal operations center how many HR are ready for shipment.

Requests an immediate evacuation flight. Requests a flight diversion when remains are held longer
than 24 hours or a longer delay is projected.

Obtains flight mission number and estimated time of departure from the air terminal operations
center and informs the TMEP evacuation section leader.

Prepares three copies of transportation documents:
= DD Form 1384.

= DD Form 1387 (Figure 6-2).

= DD Form 1387-2 (Figure 6-3).

Places the transportation documents and original individual deceased case file documents in the
case folder.

Places photocopies of the same documents in the TMEP case file folder.
Inputs required evacuation and shipping information into MARTS:

= Uses automatic identification technology system for capturing data (barcode or RFID tags)
and adds automatic identification technology data into the MARTS case file.

=  Transmits data to CONUS.

Dispatches the shipping priority message to the message center (within 2 hours of flight departure).
At a minimum, the message must be addressed to United States Transportation Command, AMC
at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, the destination military mortuary, and the JIMAO.
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Reviews and completes the TMEP case folder. Files the case folder using the sequential evacuation
number.

Completes DD Form 1075 for each shipment of HR and places an unsigned copy of DD Form
1075 in each original individual deceased case file. Provides three copies to the evacuation section
for use.

Takes the original case folder and the third copy of the evacuation documents to the TMEP
evacuation NCOIC.

Receives the signed DD Form 1075 from the evacuation section, uploads to MARTS, and places
a copy in each related TMEP case file.
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6-32. In addition to the above tasks, the administrative section also checks with airlift personnel for any
requirement to stack transfer cases. In the case of multiple HR, transfer cases may be either floor-loaded or
palletized for transport (aircraft crew chief determines based on mission). Personnel must work with aerial
port and operations support squadron lead personnel to verify pallet specifications and space requirements
for transport aircraft. The following list includes planning factors for palletization of transfer cases:
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A maximum of 12 transfer cases may be loaded on a 463-L pallet, stacked no more than four high.
C-5 aircraft can carry a maximum of 36 pallets for a total of 432 transfer cases.

C-17 aircraft can carry a maximum of 18 pallets for a total of 216 transfer cases.

C-130 aircraft can carry a maximum of 5 pallets for a total of 60 transfer cases.

Only palletize transfer cases to maximize limited aircraft space during transport. Draping transfer
cases with the U.S. flag is not authorized when cases are palletized.
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Note. U.S. flags are authorized for draping of transfer cases during conflict and will be used when
available. The transfer case will be inspected and prepared for dignified transfer upon arrival in

the U.S. prior to being transferred to the port mortuary.

EVACUATION SECTION

6-33. The evacuation section’s primary functions are to prepare HR and documentation for evacuation,
certify customs documents, and transport the remains to the AMC for airlift to the designated DOD mortuary.
The only authorized reasons for delaying transport are insufficient transfer cases, limited airlift, or
extenuating circumstances as approved by the commander.

6-10

6-34. The evacuation section will—

Receive the HR from the processing section or the refrigeration unit.

Verify that the case folder paperwork from the administrative section matches the HR and HR

tags.

Report any delay in departure time if the time requirement for return of HR cannot be met:

= Immediately notify the TMAO and AFMES of the reason for the delay (the TMAO will notify
the applicable Service casualty offices).

= Coordinate with Air Force Mortuary Affairs Operations to attempt to resolve any delays.

Inspect the transfer case for any damage, cleanliness, and transfer case number.

Double-seal the case file in the plastic slide closure bag and secure.

Tape the case file to the inside top (above the foot area) of the HRTC or place in the document
compartment drawer box (if using the IHRTC).

6-35. Follow AFMES guidance on icing the HR:

Never use dry ice.
Never place ice directly against the skin or over the face of the HR.
Ensure the transfer case is sanitized and the number is assigned to the remains for evacuation.

Ensure ice bags are double or triple-sealed bags (individually) to prevent leakage and reduce
condensation. This is to maintain preservation of the HR.

Prepare nine bags of crushed wet ice weighing approximately 9-10lIbs each. Position seven of the
ice bags in the empty bottom tray of a sanitized transfer case.

Place ice bags according to the diagram provided in figure 6-4. Typical placement of ice bags will
vary according to condition of the HR:

Place the bags of crushed wet ice in the following locations:

= Head—Two bags, one on each side of the head (do not place over face).

= Chest—Three bags, one on each side of the torso (oblique), and one over chest.

= Lower Extremities— Three bags, one on each side of lower extremities, and one over the
groin area.

= Feet—One bag under the feet.

Before positioning the HRP in the transfer case, verify that the remains are assigned to that transfer
case.

Lay the HRP over top of the wet ice bags in the bottom tray of the transfer case.

When using pre-bagged crushed wet ice, place on the outside of the HRP.

Do not use ice in place of a head block, as it will melt, leaving the head and neck region under-
elevated. This will result in blood becoming fixed permanently.

Secure the HRP and ice bags with the white engineer tie-down straps crisscrossing the straps or
550-cord over the HRP and the ice. Use the metal ring attached to the inside of the transfer case
to prevent shifting during transport.
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Note 1. If access to ice is not available, but refrigerated cold storage assets are on hand, leave the
HR in the cold storage until preparing for evacuation from the theater.

Note 2. When applying ice to the HR for transportation to the port mortuary or re-icing at an aerial
port, it may be necessary to place additional bags of ice to compensate for climatic conditions.
USAF expeditionary force support personnel, specifically the Prime RIBS team members,
routinely re-ice HR at in-transit locations using 60-90 Ibs. of crushed wet ice. (See chapter 12 for
information on re icing procedures.)

Per AFMES Guidance- | [Wiew of empty transfer case) | | [Wizw of remains inside HRP) |

Correct placement of ice:

+  Place 60-90 pounds of
crushed wet ice in
double or triple bags.

[wiew of ice placement on HRF) |

+ Each ice bag should

=
weigh 9-10 pounds. @
=

Flace 7 bags on the
bottom layer inside the
transfer case.

Position the human
remains pouch (HRF)
on top of the layer of ice

bags.
Ensure human remains @
are sealed inside the
HRP.
Flace 2 ice bags on top FOOT
of the HRE, (chest cavity
and groin region). STEP ONE. STEP TWO. STEP THREE.
Line the bottom tray FPosition HRF on top Flace 1-bag over
Close and seal transfer from head to foot with of 7-bags of ice. chest cavity, and 1-
case when complete T-bags of ice, AW bag in the groin
this diagram to Mever place ice within region, on top of
Motes: DO NOT PLACE ICE -
DIRECTLY ON SKIN. s_traleglcally preserve the HRF. zealed HRF.
DRY ICE IS PROHIBITED. vital organs

Figure 6-4. Recommended placement of ice for human remains

6-36. Prepare the HR for evacuation:
e The MA NCO inspects and certifies the HR and PE inside the transfer case for transport.
=  The mortuary affairs individual present during the preparation and inspection of remains will
ensure that each HR and transfer case/container is examined for prohibited and restricted
items prior to closure of the transfer case/container.

=  MA certifies completion of the examination by annotating “The attached HR transfer case
contains no prohibited items or commaodities” on the DD Form 1384 and signing the form
(instructions for completing the DD Form 1384 are located in Appendix C).

Secure the lid to the transfer case and put the metal security seals on opposite corners.

Complete the next re-icing block entry on the MA Evacuation Ice Worksheet. If no sheet was
included from the previous evacuation, fill out a new worksheet.

e Affix DD Form 1387 on top of the transfer case at the head end approximately six inches from the
edge (do not cover the transfer case number).
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6-12

Place DD Form 1387-2 (last copy) into the plastic packing list and affix to the transfer case.

Place one additional RFID tag securely on the pallet or other approved in-transit visibility device

Place the cargo net and tie-down straps on or over cargo (usually done at cargo special handling).

Ensure the TMEP driver delivers the HR to the airfield flight line cargo and special handling

Ensure the driver, aircraft commander, or loadmaster signs three copies of DD Form 1075 and

e Place an RFID tag on each transfer case.
[ ]
on the transfer case if palletizing.
[
e Use material handling equipment to lift pallets onto the truck.
e Use asix or eight-person dignified carry when not using material handling equipment.
e Provide the driver with copies of DD Form 1384 and DD Form 1387-2 for each HR.
[
section in time for the joint inspection and palletizing.
[
retains the original and one copy.
[ J

Return one copy of the signed DD Form 1075 to the TMEP administrative section for upload to
MARTS, evacuate the HR in MARTS, and file the signed DD Form 1075 in the TMEP case file
folder.

6-37. When preparing only PE for evacuation—

e |t must be free of narcotics, drugs, and other contraband items prior to movement to a CONUS
JPED or family members/next of kin.

e An MA NCO will conduct an inspection/examination of the PE, ensure the containers are sealed,
and will affix a DD Form 2855 certifying it as cleared of any prohibited items (see figure 6-5).

e Ship the PE to the JPED through the military transportation system or official US mail. Current
Customs and Border Patrol prohibited and restricted items are listed at the web site URL in the
references.

U.S. MILITARY CUSTOMS AND BORDER CLEARANCE PROGRAM
Authorized use only in accordance with DoD 4500.9-R, Part V Chapters 505 and 506.
El The U.S. Government property to which this label has been affixed meets the entry requirements of the
Bureau of Customs and Border Protection.
E The U.S. Government property to which this label has been affixed meets the entry requirements of the U.S

Department of Agriculture.

1. INSPECTOR'S RANK AND NAME
SSG JONES, RAFAEL A.
3. ORIGIN
TMEP, APOD, KWI. APO AE 09855
5. INSPECTOR'S STAMP

THEATER MORTUARY AFFAIRS EVACUATION POINT
KUWAIT CITY, KUWAIT, APO AE 09855

TMEP NCOIC: SSG JONES, RAFAEL A.

POC NUMBER: DSN (3OXX)- 300 X0IXX

SIGNATURE OR STAMP OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL:

7. DATE (YYYYMMDOD)

4. DESTINATION
1
JPED, DOVER AFB DE. 19902-5501

6. REMARKS

(AW DTR 4500-9R PartV - Cnapter 502-20 Human Remains
and Personal Effects 7 JAN 2022 / US Customs and Border
>rotection Prohibited and Restricted Items.

'PERSONAL EFFECTS CONTAINERS HAVE BEEN
CERTIFIED AND CLEARED OF ANY PROHIBITED ITEMS
[OR COMMODITIES".

DD FORM 2855. SEPT 2020

PREVIOUS EDITION IS OBSOLETE

Reset

Figure 6-5. DD Form 2855, U.S. military customs and border clearance program
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Figure 6-6. Insulated human remains transfer case (IHRTC)
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Chapter 7
Personal Effects

This chapter outlines the techniques for unit recovery, collection, inventory, transfer,
and custody of PE. It details the techniques for processing PE through MACPs,
TMEPs, and TPEDs to the JPED. Personal effects will be tracked through MARTS for
the theater of operations.

SECTION | - OVERVIEW

7-1. This section provides a general overview and examples of PE that may require handling and
processing. It also discusses unit and commander responsibilities for the handling, safeguarding, and
evacuation of PE.

PERSONAL EFFECTS

7-2. PE are the removable personal property of the deceased or missing person. PE include all privately-
owned removable personal property of an individual that are found on HR, in camp or quarters, and in unit
areas under the jurisdiction or C2 of the unit commander.

7-3. PE includes—

Jewelry (for example, watch, rings, bracelets, earrings).
Personal clothing.
Personal papers (for example, cards, letters, correspondence, and receipts).

Books and stationary items (for example, religious publications such as Bibles, Korans, and
Torahs, reference volumes, magazines, paperbacks, pens, and pencils).

Personal hygiene articles (for example, cologne, perfume, shaving cream, razor, cosmetics).

Electronic appliances and accessories (for example, personal computer, cell phones, laptop,
monitor and related equipment, radio, televisions, compact discs, video, and audio tapes).

Tools.

Household Goods (for example, furniture, major appliances, food, lawn care equipment, children’s
toys).

Personal vehicles (for example, automobiles, and trucks).

Hobby materials, craft supplies, collections, military coins.

Religious items (for example, Rosaries, Menorahs, etc.).

Sporting equipment.

Money.

7-4. The following items are not considered PE:

Money on deposit with financial institutions.

Investment accounts with brokerage agency.

Real estate (improved or unimproved).

Commercial business equipment, inventories, supplies, and vehicles.
U.S. government property issued, loaned, or leased to the decedent.
Items commercially leased by the decedent.

Pets, livestock, or other animals.

Government property and equipment.
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

7-5. Each Service casualty headquarters maintains a casualty assistance office as the focal point on all
casualty matters. The casualty assistance officer maintains an organizational capability to provide for casualty
reporting, recording, notification, and assistance pertaining to PE. The Service casualty assistance office
will—
e Appoint a casualty assistance officer, in writing, to assist the family in all casualty matters
including the receipt and inventory of PE.
e Provide all casualty assistance or casualty call officers training required by Service policies and
regulations.

7-6. Deployed unit commanders are responsible for—
e The inventory, safeguard, and evacuation of the PE of deceased Service members, select DOD-
affiliated civilians, and CAAF under their control or jurisdiction.
e The appointment of a PEIO IAW Title 10 law, Service regulations and Service-specific
instructions.

Note. For the purpose of this chapter’s discussion, the SCMO, SCO, and inventory board will be
referred to as PEIO.

e Ensuring personnel identified to perform PEIO duties complete the Casualty and Mortuary Affairs
Operations Division SCMO course through the Joint Knowledge Online website prior to
deploying.

7-7.  Units sending PE to a TMEP that is acting as an in-transit transfer point are responsible for—
e Safeguarding the PE.
e Transporting pre-inventoried (with signed DD Form 1076) and packaged PE to the TMEP.

e Appointing a SCMO, SCO, or PEIO according to Service-specific regulations as soon as possible,
but within 48 hours of the date of death or determination status.

Inventorying PE on DD Form 1076. (See appendix C for instructions.)

Accompanying sealed PE containers with signed DD Forms 1076 to the TMEP or nearest MA
facility.

SECTION Il - PERSONAL EFFECTS ACTIVITIES

7-8. There are several MA activities, both in theater and in CONUS, which perform functions involving the
handling, processing, and evacuation of PE. The level of processing varies between the different activities.
This section describes the roles and functions of these activities and their relationship with each other.

JOINT PERSONAL EFFECTS DEPOT

7-9. The JPED is a permanent PE depot located in CONUS and maintained by the U.S. Army IAW DODD
1300.22. The JPED receives PE from mortuary evacuation channels and is responsible for the receipt,
safeguarding, inventory, screening, cleaning, packaging, and shipment of PE IAW DODI 1300.29.
Furthermore, is also responsible for coordinating the transfer of PE to the appropriate Service representative
for delivery to the person eligible to receive effects. The JPED is located on the MA campus, next to the
Dover Port Mortuary and the AFMES, on Dover Air Force Base, Delaware. The JPED operates under the
auspices of the Army Casualty and Mortuary Affairs Operations Division, Human Resources Command
(HRC) at Fort Knox, Kentucky. Policy changes and guidelines are made available through Service-specific
publications.

THEATER PERSONAL EFFECTS DEPOT

7-10. The mission of the TPED is to receive, safeguard, inventory, store, process, and evacuate the PE of
deceased and missing personnel to the JPED. Establishing a TPED eliminates the need for a Service to handle
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the disposition of PE. When the TPED is located in the operational area, it may process the PE of deceased
U.S. military personnel, DOD-affiliated U.S. civilians, MNF partners, local nationals, and adversary
personnel that come into custody of the U.S. military IAW the TMAOQO SOP.

THEATER PERSONAL EFFECTS DEPOT FUNCTIONAL SECTIONS

7-11. The TPED layout (figure 7-1) is structured into four main sections: receiving, processing, storage
(shipping), and administrative. The following describes the primary functions of each section:

The receiving section receives, accounts for, and stores all PE.

The processing section screens, inventories, and packages PE.

The storage and shipping section initiates required shipping documents, coordinates for
transportation, ensures activation of tracking devices, and consolidates packages for shipment.
The administrative section prepares and maintains all required reports and case files, and provides
administrative assistance to the inventory officer.
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Figure 7-1. Layout for a personal effects depot

Receiving Section

7-12. When the PE depot is located in the operational area, personnel who operate the receiving section—

Meet with organizational representatives.

Log the case on DD Form 1077, which will be the PE logbook for the TPED (see appendix C for
a sample of this form). Assign an evacuation number for each case. If MARTS has not already
issued an evacuation number, create an evacuation number (see paragraph 5-54).

Obtain all inventory sheets or DD Form 1076 from the unit representative.
Establish a paper case file for each individual and an automated case file in MARTS.
Record the name, rank, SSN, and branch of Service of the individual on the top of the case file.
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Conduct a joint inventory to verify and account for all items on the inventory sheet or DD Form
1076 of any damaged containers or when seals or locks are broken.

Record any discrepancies on the inventory sheet or DD Form 1076 and initiate an investigation,
if necessary.

Turn the case over to the appropriate criminal investigation agency and continue to monitor
progress of the investigation if the discrepancy cannot be resolved internally.

Obtain the correct casualty status of the individual for each package of PE.

Process the PE of deceased personnel for shipment to the JPED. Ensure all data is properly entered
into MARTS.

Secure and store PE until they are shipped to the JPED.

Processing Section

7-13. The processing section will assist the PEIO with the following tasks if the PEIO has not already
inventoried and containerized the PE:

Check the case file to determine the exact location of all PE for the individual.

Screen and inventory all items.

Remove any organizational clothing and individual equipment (OCIE) and unit-issued equipment
for return through the appropriate supply channels. Do not send OCIE to the JPED.

Document all PE on DD Form 1076 as required.

Place the inventory documents in the case file.

Place items inventoried into a container with the documents and take them to the shipping section
or into secure storage.

Secure all high-dollar-value items and official personal papers in an individual container and store
the container in a safe or in a locked security cage if the PE are not going directly to shipping.
Annotate on the case file where those items are stored.

Complete the documents for any items removed from the PE that are not being shipped. (Remove
government property or items that are classified, hazardous, or that did not meet customs
requirements.) Update the entries in MARTS.

Shipping (Storage) Section

7-4

7-14. The shipping section will—

Prepare the PE for shipment:

= Select proper size containers for shipment (It is recommended to use footlockers for
packaging PE. Tri-wall containers are the preferred method of shipment for footlockers).

= Line all containers with packing material.

= Use assigned MA specialists who have been certified as customs border certification agents
to conduct the inspection and certification. Coordinate for a customs inspection to coincide
with the actual packing of PE if there are no customs border certification agents assigned to
the TPED.

= Wrap all items that may be damaged during shipment.

=  Place items in the container in the reverse order of that appearing on the inventory to allow
for the unpacking of the items in the order shown on the inventory.

=  Place a copy of the inventory on top of the PE inside the container prior to closing.
= Close and seal the containers for shipment.

= \Write data to automatic identification technology devices, such as RFID tags. Enter the RFID
data into MARTS.

= Activate tracking device and request quality assurance NCOIC verification.

Attach automatic identification technology devices to the tri-wall containers after closing and
sealing. The automatic identification technology device or barcode label will contain the
appropriate information regarding casualty status, decedent, PE, and organization:
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= Verify that the status on containers matches the status shown on the inventory documents.
= Attach a plastic packing list envelope to the outside of each container.

7-15. The quality assurance NCOIC of packing and shipment operations will—

Verify the contents against the inventory sheet for accuracy.

Check that all items are packed in a professional manner according to current directives and
guidance.

Ensure containers are securely sealed and in good working order upon completion of packing.
Check that proper labels and shipping documents are on the container.

Ensure the items are shipped to the correct address (either JPED for U.S. personnel, or as directed
for non-U.S. personnel).

Ensure the containers are shipped on either a government bill of lading, or by registered or insured
mail.

Check disposition instructions, verify request and implement for oversized items.

Write data correctly to the RFID tag and ensure that the tag information matches the information
in the server.

Complete the required shipping documents and coordinate with AMC transportation personnel for
airlift. Palletize containers and arrange transport for pallets to the AMC cargo special handling
section. Send a representative with the pallets to the AMC cargo area. Upon delivery of the pallets,
the TPED representative will obtain a signature from the AMC representative on the shipping
documents.

PE shipment must meet customs requirements IAW DTR 4500-9R, Part V chapter 502-20, see
paragraph 6-37 with more details.

Secure PE in a secure location with controlled access. Individually seal items once inventory is
complete. Grant access maintaining two-person control, and secure high-value items in a locked
safe or cage for additional security.

Note. Ship PE within 24 hours of receipt, or as soon as mission constraints allow.

Administrative Section

7-16. The administrative section will—

Provide administrative assistance to the inventory officer at the PE depot.

Prepare and maintain the original case files.

Upload all documents in MARTS and update the DD Form 1077 register.

Prepare and maintain an internal copy of each case file to document all events pertaining to the
case. Monitor the status of the PE.

Conduct appropriate inquiry to determine loss or theft in cases of missing PE. Report suspected
thefts of PE to appropriate law enforcement agencies. Report loss of PE via chain of command for
appropriate disciplinary action.

Request disposition instructions for oversized items of PE.

Coordinate the return of any MNF and adversary PE in the custody of the TPED to the appropriate
government representative.

THEATER PERSONAL EFFECTS TRANSFER POINT

7-17. A surge in combat operations may overwhelm normal PE evacuation channels. The TMEP may act as
an intermediate transfer point between the units in theater and the JPED if a TPED is not operational. The
TMEP is then responsible for the receipt, storage, palletization, and evacuation of PE to the JPED.
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Note. During large-scale combat operations when using minimum processing procedures in
theater, do not use the TMEP as a theater PE transfer point. Recommend requesting additional
personnel to establish a TPED, since the TMEP may already be overwhelmed or additionally
tasked to conduct other MA operations.

7-18. When the TMEP handles PE while operating as an in-transit transfer point, it—

e Verifies that packages are sealed and properly labeled. The chain of custody receipt will reflect
acceptance of the secured PE containers only.

e Conducts a two-person confirmation inventory if the containers are damaged, or if the seals or
locks are broken. The PEIO delivering the PE must conduct a confirmation inventory with the MA
specialist receiving the PE.

e Documents any missing items on a memorandum for record. Add the memorandum to the PE
documentation that is forwarded to the JPED. Notifies the appropriate investigating authority in
an effort to recover the missing items if theft or negligence is suspected. If no inventory is required,
the chain of custody receipt will reflect secured PE containers only.

e Provides a receipt to the PEIO. The receipt documents the acceptance of the PE, confirms the
chain of custody, provides an inventory of items, and relieves the PEIO of responsibility for PE.

e Attaches an RFID tag, barcode tag, or package label to the outside of the PE container (include
casualty status, decedent, PE, and organization).

e Verifies the name on the package label matches the name of the signed inventory sheet and
annotates on the inventory sheet the package was sealed at arrival. The signing of the chain of
custody receipt only assigns responsibility for the sealed package, not the individual package
contents.

e Establishes an electronic effects case file in MARTS to document the receipt of PE from a PEIO.
Uploads all inventory documents, completes necessary shipping documents (ensure special
handling code “KY” is indicated to ensure hand-to-hand custody and safeguarding required by
Service regulations), coordinates movement, and ships to the next MA facility in the evacuation
chain. Ensures each package of PE has a printed case file.

e Assigns an evacuation number for all packages pertaining to a particular individual. The
evacuation number consists of three parts:

= A numerically sequential case number.
= The location of the TMEP.
= The number of packages containing PE for the particular individual.

e Records the evacuation number on the case file, all applicable inventory sheets, and DD Form
1076 inside the file.

Prepares and secures an evacuation tag to each package pertaining to a particular individual.

e Places a plastic packing list envelope on each package, and places a copy of the inventory sheet
for that package inside the envelope.

Note. Ship PE within 24 hours of receipt, or as soon as mission constraints allow.

SECTION Ill - PERSONAL EFFECTS INVENTORY OFFICER

7-19. PEIOs are unit officers appointed by commanders on written orders, who provide a full accounting of
all decedent PE. This section provides in-depth discussion of the procedures PEIOs use to inventory and
accurately record PE, and provides guidance on the identification, removal, and disposition of certain
unauthorized items. It also outlines the final actions required for the PEIO to successfully complete the
assignment and be released back to regular duties.
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RESPONSIBILITIES

7-20. Once appointed, the PEIO is responsible for—

e Collection, inventory, and safeguarding of the PE of Service members, DOD-affiliated civilians,
or contractors under the command’s control or jurisdiction.
Completing the PE inventory within 12 hours of being appointed.

e Delivery of all PE in inventoried, sealed PE containers to the MACP or TPED for shipment to the
JPED (In some instances the MACP, TMEP, or TPED may be used as in-transit PE transfer
points).

e Per Service regulation, unit evacuates PE to the home base through supply channels for injured or
medically evacuated.

Note: If the unit mistakenly evacuates PE to home base, the home station detachment should
contact the home station SCMO and JPED to coordinate shipment of PE to JPED. PE packages or
containers received must not be opened to ensure chain of custody is not broken.

7-21. U.S. Navy ship commanding officers at sea should appoint PEIOs IAW Service policy and regulations.
PEIOs should prepare to debark when the ship next makes port, or coordinate for helicopter support if close
enough to shore. Once in port, the PEIO should report to the beach detachment for assignment until all tasks
have been completed, and the sealed and inventoried PE boxes have been signed for by the nearest MACP,
TMEP, or TPED for shipment to the JPED.

7-22. Unit PEIOs are responsible for recovering all PE and government equipment located at MTFs. MTFs
have procedures to safeguard the PE of personnel receiving care, however, safeguarding PE is of secondary
importance to patient treatment. The medical staff will collect, safeguard, and inventory the PE of patients
and decedents upon completion of medical treatment. Patient personal property or decedent PE should
accompany them whenever possible. MA Staff should inquire about personal protective gear if the deceased
arrives from an MTF without body armor, plates, vest, or helmet for AFMES analysis.

SERVICE DEFINITIONS FOR INVENTORY OFFICERS

7-23. The following Service definitions for the SCMO, Inventory officer, and SCO are listed in—
e Army SCMO: AR-638-2, Title 10 USC Chapter 775 Section 7712.
e Marine Corps Inventory Board: Marine Corps MCO 4400.201-V-13, (Chapter 14 to 23).

e Navy Inventory Board: Naval Supply Procedures NAVSUP Pub-485, Volume 1, (Revision 6)
(Part D, section 1302).

e Air Force SCO: Air Force DAFI 34-160, SCMO- Title 10 USC Chapter 945 Section 9712.

INVENTORY OFFICER PRE-INVENTORY TASKS

7-24. The responsible PEIO will perform the following tasks prior to PE inventory (see the Theater SCMO
Checklist 2018 for step-by-step instructions):

e Contact the unit MA liaison officer, NCO, or TMAQO to assist with the entire PE process.

e Contact the deployed command to determine if the deceased Service member had access to
classified materials.

Initial each step on the checklist as completed.

Designate an assistant for a two-person inventory (supply personnel recommended).
e Obtain the following documents and supplies:

= SCMO Checklist 2018 (check with the Service casualty HQ for latest version).

= Completed DD Form 1076 (multiple copies if necessary, and signed digitally when possible).
Save inventories to a Service specific share-point server file site, or save on a compact disc
or other approved memory storage device for delivery to the MACP, TMEP, or TPED.

= Customs permitted and prohibited items list (see the SCMO Checklist).
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=  Memorandum for destruction of personal effects (Contact the TMAO for example
memorandums).

= Memorandum for no UXO.

= Memorandum for no OCIE or other unit equipment.

= Clear plastic interlocking sealed closure bags or garbage bags.

=  Footlockers to secure PE. Oversized items will be secured as well as possible. Otherwise,
place all items in a lockable or sealable container (for example, gorilla box, tough box, or
footlocker).

=  Permanent markers, index cards, and reinforced tape to identify items and containers.

= Packing materials such as craft paper, bubble wrap, foam, or cardboard.

= Padlocks for each footlocker (200-series locks are preferred, NSN 5340-00-158-3807).

= Serialized metal seals (available at the TMEP and TPED).

Check with the deceased Service member’s NCOIC, OIC, roommate, friends, acquaintances, work

site, supply room, local laundry, sewing facility, and any other locations the deceased Service

member may have stored PE. Identify any items the deceased may have loaned to, or borrowed

from, another person, or stored at other locations in-theater. Any items that cannot be retrieved

quickly (within 12 hours of appointment as PEIO) will require a subsequent inventory.

Note. Check all items for UXO using handheld wands or scanners and remove them if found (may
require EOD support).

ITEMS TO BE REMOVED BY INVENTORY OFFICER

7-25. Remove the following items during PE inventories:

All mission critical or hazardous items, like night vision goggles, optics, weapons, munitions,
masks, radios, compasses, military GPS equipment, government satellite cell phones, classified
documents, explosives, ordnance, flammables, other hazardous materials, and SECRET Internet
Protocol Router Network tokens.

Government-issued OCIE and unit equipment. Turn equipment in to the unit supply and add the
Service-specific unit supply receipt to the case file.

Flammables (for example, butane lighters), perishables (food items), and toiletries (used
toothpaste tube, deodorant, and shampoo). List the items on a destruction memorandum.

War souvenirs.

Illegal drugs or alcohol found during the inventory. Notify the chain of command, transfer items
to the appropriate Service law enforcement agency using a change of custody form, and document
in a memorandum for record. Obtain a receipt for any items taken by investigating agencies and
include a copy with the case file.

INVENTORY PROCEDURES

7-26. Pack all items in an orderly manner with sufficient packing materials to protect the PE from damage

while in transit. Use any available bubble wrap, packing materials, or clothing items within the PE (towels,

shirts, and socks) to wrap and protect electronic or fragile items (laptops, hard drives, cellphones, and game
consoles) and place in the middle of the containers. Do not place at the top or bottom of the containers in
order to prevent damage to these fragile items.

7-27. Number footlockers using index cards and a permanent marker. Tape a card with the phrase “Personal
Effects of Believed to Be:  Box _ of __” on both the outside and inside of the footlockers. Refer to
this number on all DD 1076 forms for the PE in that container (for example, box 1 of 6).

7-28. Record all of the following information for each item, if present:

Quantity.
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Unit of issue.
Item.
Manufacturer.
Brand name.
Serial number.
Model number.

Condition (damaged, dented, scratched, inoperable). Include that information in the item
description.

Example: 1 EA, Computer, Laptop, Black in color, Inscribed: Sony, SN: 1234567, Damaged.

7-29. Exercise extreme care when describing items of intrinsic or sentimental value. When describing
jewelry, rings, precious stones, valuable papers, or keepsakes, avoid using terms such as diamond, gold, and
platinum, without qualifying remarks. The description of jewelry should include only the color of the metal
(not the metal content), presence and color of stones, if any, and all inscriptions.

Example: 1 EA, Ring, Yellow in color, Inscribed: JHS, w/ 1EA, Stone, Blue in color.

7-30. Inventory cash, important personal documents, papers, bank and credit cards, all other currency,
government checks, personal checks, and savings bonds separately:

For cash—record the amount, type, and denomination of currency, including any Service
exchange tokens. Include serial numbers.

Example: 2 EA, Coin, U.S. currency 25 cents. 1EA, Bank note, U.S. currency one dollar, SN:
EA14578.

For credit, debit, and ATM cards—Iist the company or bank that issued it, card holder name, the
last four digits of the card number, and the expiration date.

Example: 1 EA, Card, Debit, Inscribed: USAA, Issued to: John Doe, CN: XXXX-XXXX-
XXXX-1111, Exp. 10/19.

For unused personal checks and any checks to the deceased Service member—Iist the name of the
bank, account holder, and the check numbers. Ensure to list if any of the checks in the series are
missing from the checkbook.

Example: 25EA, Checks, Personal, Inscribed: USAA, Issued to: John Doe, Check numbers:
2126-2150.

For any p