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1. Purpose (1) Permit reports of investigations into aircraft and missile acci-
The purpose of this regulation is to carry out the provisions of dents and incidents to be used in disciplinary or legal proceedings
STANAG 3531, Investigation of Aircraft/Missile Accidents/Inciand for determining responsibility for claims.

dents, which sets forth procedures for the investigation of these (2) Feel that reports of investigations are privileged and are to be

events within the NATO Armed Forces. used only for accident prevention and safety.
c. A separate investigation to determine civil responsibilities may
2. Applicability be conducted by the proper authorities of the country of occurrence.
This regulation applies to— This is done according to the national laws of that country or other
a. Active Army elements. It does not apply to the Army National agreement between the governments concerned. When an investiga-
Guard or the US Army Reserve. tion is required by disciplinary reasons, each nation concerned will

b. All aircraft and missile accidents or incidents involving equip- be responsible for the conduct of the investigation.
ment, facilities, and personnel of two or more NATO memberd. The operating nation is responsible for accidents or incidents

nations. which occur in an airfield or launch site located in allied territory
occupied by forces of another NATO nation.
3. Reporting requirements e. Member nations will aid other member nations in investigating

The requirements of this regulation are in addition to the reportsaircraft or missile accidents or incidents. When possible, they will
shown in AR 385-40 for the US Army. If the aircraft or missile release relevant information which does not compromise security or
accident or incident involves toxic chemical materiel or nuclear conflict with practices regarding privilege.

weapons, the chemical accident/incident control provisions of AR f. National authorities of the country of occurrence will respect
50-6 or AR 50-5 apply. Additional reporting requirements agfly security restrictions imposed by the operating nation on the
under the reports control jurisdiction of the major oversea Army issue of statements to the press concerning accidents which occur in

command according to AR 335-15. their territory. No statement will be issued without the consent of
the operating nation.
4. Explanation of terms g. When one nation carries out recovery of another nation’s air-
a. Aircraft. Free balloons, gliders, airships, and flying machines, craft at that nation’s request, payment of recovery costs will be as
whether manned or unmanned. prescribed by STANAG 3113 ACS.

b. Missile.Air to air, surface to surface, air to surface, surface to
air, and aerospace vehicles other than aircraft, whether guided o
unguided.

c. Aircraft or missile accident or incidenfAny occurrence so
classified by any of the nations involved and which involves projec-
tiles. These projectiles can be of all types, whether guided or un-
guided and free falling, rocket propelled, or fired from a cannon.

d. Aircraft or missile accident safety investigatign.systematic

d th h vsi h ful ination to discl b. Measures to establish a safety zone around the location when
and thorough analysis, research, or careiul examination 10 CiSCl0S§here js reason to suspect the presence of explosives or other hazard-
all relevant facts, conditions, and circumstances associated with or

. ) - . : ous conditions in an accident or incident pending further guidance
surrounding each aircraft or missile accident. It is conducted for thefom the operating nation.

sole purpose of accident prevention. It is in addition to and separate Notifying other member nations of the names of the national

from other investigations required by the laws of the natioB§encies to be informed when equipment, facilities, or persons of

involved. o ) _ o _ that country are involved in an aircraft or missile accident or inci-
e. Aircraft or missile accident safety investigation committee.  dent with the equipment, facilities, or persons of another country.

body comprised of such investigators and medical and technical { pesignation of an authority to be advised when a combined

advisers as needed by the country or each of the countries involve@jrcraft or missile accident investigation is needed.

to carry out aircraft or missile accident safety investigations. e. Procedures to investigate and report accidents and incidents.
(1) National committeeA body formed by an operating nation to

investigate accidents involving only equipment, facilities, or person- 7. Related documents

nel of that nation. STANAG 3318, Medical Aspects of Aircraft Accident Investiga-
(2) Combined committed\ body formed to investigate accidents tions, and STANAG 3113 ACS, Provisions of Support to Visiting

involving equipment, facilities, or personnel of two or more member Personnel, Aircraft, and Vehicles, are related documents. In addi-

. Responsibilities

ajor US Army commanders within separate NATO complexes are
responsible for the following:

a. Procedures for notifying involved countries of the accident or
incident and safeguarding wreckage in an undisturbed condition
until the safety investigators of each nation involved have released
the wreckage.

nations. tion, addressees of appropriate military safety centers for NATO
f. Air force. The air forces, naval air forces, and army air forces countries are included in and made a part of STANAG 3101. (See
of the nations concerned. AR 95-30/AFR 127-11/OPNAVINST 3750.16B/CG 307.)
9- Natlor_l |nvolveq.The natlon_—_ 8. Investigation procedures
(1) Owning the aircraft or missile. _ a. When an accident or incident occurs involving aircraft or mis-
(2) On whose territory (including territorial waters or ship) the sjles of one or more nations on another nation’s territory or ship, the
accident occurs. military authorities of the country of occurrence will perform the
(3) To whom the crew belongs. following:
h. Operating nationThe nation which owns the aircraft or mis- (1) Assist injured crews and remove fatalities. In the event of

sile. In certain cases, this explanation will not apply. Therefore, the fatal accidents—
nations concerned may agree that the operating nation is the nation (a) An officer detailed to the country of occurrence will take
under whose direct control the aircraft or missile was being flown or legal steps required by the local civil authorities.

operated at the time of the accident or incident. (b) Local military authorities will accord honors to fatalities as
o prescribed by their regulations.
5. Policies (c) Fatalities will be treated according to the desires of the na-

a. Each nation may conduct its own accident safety investigation. tions concerned.

The proceedings and conclusions will be privileged. When permit-  (2) Provide a medical doctor, preferably with specialist aeromedi-
ted, representatives of other involved nations will be invited to cal qualifications, to—

attend. (a) Initiate any necessary medical investigation according to
b. Some NATO nations, either by law or by procedure— STANAG 3318.
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(b) Assist the medical member or adviser to the aircraft or mis-
sile accident safety investigation committee.

will also identify the officer who will serve as the senior member of
their group.

(3) Request national or local authorities to keep the scene of the (3) The investigators and technical advisers of member nations
accident guarded and untouched until the proper accident safetynvolved will be formed into one investigating committee. They will
investigation committee assumes control. If the wreckage must bework under the unified direction of a coordinating group.
moved for technical or social reasons or to prevent further damage (4) The coordinating group will consist of the senior member of
to the aircraft or missile, a reconstruction must be made by meansach nation’s investigating group.

of photographs, drawings, maps, and witnesses.

(5) The most senior member of the group appointed by the oper-

(4) Report the accident according to current procedures of theating nation will be president of the combined committee.

country of occurrence. The country of occurrence will promptly
notify the nearest representative of the allied authorities of the

(6) When aircraft or missiles of two nations are involved in
accidents over the territory of a third nation, the president of the

countries concerned (e.g., military attaches, nearest air force, armycombined committee will be determined by agreement among the

or naval base). The nation operating the aircraft or missile will be
invited to send an accident safety investigation committee.

nations involved.
(7) When the committee is unable to present a unanimous con-

(5) Report to the operating nation’s authorities the names (whereclusion as to the prime and contributory causes of the accident, each
known) of injured persons, giving their location and the seriousnessnational point of view will be stated.

of their injuries.

c. Coordination of investigating effort3he coordinating group

b. No person may sit on the investigating committee or act as anwill—

observer who, in the line of duty—
(1) May be directly associated with the cause factor(s) of the
accident or incident.

(1) Be responsible for overall direction of the investigation.
(2) Organize the investigating committee into specialized sub-
committees, as needed.

(2) May have personal interest in the outcome of the (3) Conduct the investigation according to procedures normally

investigation.

9. National safety investigations
a. The nation operating the aircraft or missile concerned is re-

used by the operating nation.

d. Reporting.

(1) The investigation committee will report its combined find-
ings. The report will include the following data:

sponsible for the accident safety investigation. However, when the (a) Factual circumstances.
operating nation does not wish to investigate an accident, the nation (b) Investigation and analysis.

on whose territory the accident occurred will be responsible for the
investigation. An officer (or officers) of the country of occurrence

(c) Findings and conclusions.
(d) Recommendations.

may, with the consent of both countries, be attached to the operating (2) Attach statements or exhibits to the report if they will make

nation’s investigating committee as an official assistant or observer.

This officer will provide an interpreter if needed.

b. The operating nation’s authorities will begin investigations af-
ter notifying the appropriate air force staff of the country of occur-
rence and the proper national headquarters.

c. Medical aspects of aircraft accident investigations will be ac-
cording to STANAG 3318.

d. An officer of the country of occurrence will be sent at once to
the scene of the accident to perform the following:

the findings more meaningful and comprehensive. The chief investi-
gator of each nation involved will show his or her concurrence or
nonconcurrence on the report. This combined report may be separate
from any other report required by regulations of the individual
nations. Copies of the combined report will be sent to the nations
taking part in the investigation.

(3) When one nation involved cannot take part in a combined
investigation, that nation may request and receive copies of all
original reports and conclusions of the investigation committee.

(1) Collect in advance all possible written statements and otherWhen a combined investigation is not conducted because a nation

evidence for the investigating committee.

(2) Assist the investigating committee as needed.

(3) Act as the liaison between the civil authorities of the country
of occurrence and the accident safety investigation committee.

involved declined to take part, copies of the investigation report will
not be made available if privileged status precludes release of such
reports.

e. When a member nation does not wish to take part in a safety

investigation, the president of the accident investigation committee
may receive evidence, oral or written, that is relevant to the investi-

gation. Such evidence may be accepted, whether or not it would be

admissible in a civil court. Evidence of any type, sworn or unsworn,

or expert opinion may be accepted by the committee and any rea-

sonable inferences should be drawn.

10. Combined safety investigations

a. General All aircraft and missile accidents or incidents involv-
ing equipment, facilities, or persons of two or more member nations
normally will be investigated by a combined aircraft or missile
accident safety investigation committee. If equipment, facilities, or

personnel of any other member nation were contributory causes to

the accident, that nation will be notified and invited to take part in a
combined investigation.

b. Composition of the combined aircraft or missile accident

safety investigation committee.
(1) The combined committee will consist of such investigators

and technical advisers deemed necessary by each of the countries

involved.

(2) When notified of an aircraft or missile accident falling within
the category ira above, the nations involved will advise the head-
quarters of the air force or missile arm of the country of occurrence
of the names of the officers in their investigating group. The nations
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