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PREFACE

[:::::::::][tha Berliu.Tunnel project) eame into being
sometime in 1952 (the exact date cannot be established) and
ceased &s an active operation in the summer of 1958, The
writer served as Headquarters case officer on the project from
the winter of 1952-1953 until the summer of 1854 and then as

the field case officer until February 1955.

N

Tkere intimately associated with the

planning and implementation of the project at the poliey level
and very kindly offered suggestions for the preparation of
this manuscript. Their comments have been incorporated and

are greatly appreciated, Several other individuals, including

who were in a position to offer valuable

advice were absent from Headquarters during the period the
paper was being preparad. and thus unavailable to assist.

When this project was first discussed with the then
Director of CIA, Mr. Allen Welsh Dulles, he ordered that, in
the interests of security, as little as possible concerning
the project would be reduced to writing. It is probable that

few orders have been so consclentlously obeyed, and yet there

i



are a great many cubic feet of files connected with this pro-
ject. These files mainly concern technical and administrative
matters. Only those details whieh, in the opinicn of the
writer, are necuasﬁry to a broad understanding of the manner
in which the project's objectives were accomplished have been
included in this paper. Those interested in additional data
may wish to consult the files.

In addition to setting forth significant developments,
the writer has attempted to prowvide iﬁsight into the reasons
for certain courses of action. At times this required a
speculative approach. The judgments derived from such specu-
lation were shared by all those agtirely concerned in the
management of the project, and it is the writer's hope that
they are accurately expressed'in the Ialiuwing paper. Any
error in this respect, however, is the sole responsibility of

the writer.

August, 1967
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I. INTRODUCTION

The exact moment when the idea emerged of digging a
tunnel to intercept Soviet and East German communications is
gomewhat obscure, A number of factors must be considered,

r- among them the following:

. a, As early as 1948 U,5, Intelligence Officers
became interested in the benefits to be derived from
tapping Soviet and Satellite landlines on a scale not

) .previausly considered necessary. The loss of cErtainm
sources during this period created gaps in our 1ntelli-
' gence coverage whicﬁ were particularly unfortunate during
.I this period of Cold War escalation. It became evident
that the tapping of certain selected landlines might pro-
duce the information needed to fill a number of the gaps
! in our overall intelligence picture.
b. In the late 1940's and early 1850's the U.S.,
through the briefings of "returnee" German scientists
{those who were taken by the Soviets after World War II

i to work in Russia) and other sources, became aware of a

new




¢, In the late 1940's the Office of Comsunications,
in the course of its continuing efforts to provide secure
communications for the Agency, became aware of a p{iuciplq
which, when applied to target communications, offered
certain possibilities., Plans to exploit this technique
were immediately formulated.

These factors then served as additional incentives (above
and beyond our normal collection requirements) to focus atten-
tion on Soviet landline targets. In mid-1951 exploratory
discussions were held in Washington to plan the mounting of an

attack on Soviet landlines in East Germany with special empha-

sis to be placed on the Berlin area. /

Vital information on thef

{firut became a?nilah1e| |
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during the latter part of 1951, and by March 1952 all of the
pertinent technical material had been assembled and sufficient-

ly analyzed to permit the pinpointing of the most important

Soviet circuits, ]{

X Subsequent events proved

this information to be completely correct.
Yarious methods of tapping these circuits were explored
and one sampling operation was run in the East Zone, unfortu-

nately with negative results. By January 1953, however, the

effectivenass ni|

| |had become such that a 15-minute sample

was obtained of the prime target circuit.

/ The longest continuous sample obtained was

29 minntes and most samples were of two to three minutes'
duration. Spe;i.al' mention should be made of the fact that
it was pecessary to maintain a 24-hour watch over n six-

month period on "our™ end of the cable to record these

-3
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samples

Meantime collateral collection effort continued on the

communications systems involved and the

ﬁlt this point (mid-1953) we knew it could be domne - the next
step was the problem of installing a- permanent tap on the
target lines.

Precisely at what point the idea of a tunnel for the

purpose of tapping the target cables began to come into focus

cannot be pinpuinted.'

R ]
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¥While it should perhaps be possible to credit

one individual with the initial concepi, it appears to be a

bit difficult to do so. At any rate’

! the idea of a tunnel to

tap the target cables beagan to take definite shape,
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II. PLANNING

Inspection of all sites from which it might be possible

to Epﬁnel| |tu the target cables

served to narrow the choices to two spots: | |

[ The site actually used [:::::::::]

| was selected after careful deliberation which

included, but was not limited to, the following factors;

a. The location of the permanent water table
{which is normally relatively high in Berlin) was ascer-
tained to be 32 feet below ground surface. It was con-
gidered that this fact would obviate the necessity for
the use of compressed air, watertight locks, and water-
tight construction with a corresponding reduction in the
attendant engineering problems.

b, The length of the tunnel was considered to be

not impractical although it far exceeded anything which

had been done

C. Land was available on which to construct an
installation from which tc begin the tunnel,

d. Complete collateral information on the area

Was availah1a1
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Figure 1 - Map of Berlin







At this point the following major questions remained
unanswered :

a. Was it indeed possible to dig a tunnel of this
magnitude (approximately 1500 feet) clandestinely, con-
sidering the fact that the border at this point was
heavily and constantly patrolled by the East Germans,
and hit the targets?

b. If the answer to the above was favorable,
what was to be done with the spoil (reckoned at approxi-

mately 3,000 tons of sand)?

C. What type of

in such a remote area (this portion of Berlin was at that

time a "Bqu&ttérsville" of shacks and hovels construeted

from rubble by refugees from the East German Zone)?

In retrospect the first question, "Could the tunnel be
dug?", was never really a debatable one---those concerned more
or less decided that given sufficient money and personnel the
job could be done. (This judgment fortunately proved sound.)
The second question, "Where do we put the dirt?", haunted the
minds of project personnel for many weeks and a great many
ingenious ideas were brought forth and discarded for one rea-
son or another until the suggestion was made facetiously that

we "dig & hole and put the dirt im it." This in effect was

the solution. At this time no convincing
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planning for .the project continued

throughout 1953 and in December of that year the Director of

Central Intelligence approved the terms of reference which

cuvared| the implemen-—

tation of the project. A series of conferences in late 1953
and early 1954 led to the following decisions:
a, The U.8. would:
{1) procure a site, erect the necessary
structures, and drive a tunnel to a point beneath
the target cables;

{2) be responsible for the recording of all

signals produced

and

(3) process in Washington all of the tele-

graphic material received from the project.

b.

{1) drive a vertical shaft from the tunna]*%

end to the targets;

10




Figure 5 = Vopod Studying the Installation
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(2) effect the cable taps and deliver a
usable signal to the head of the tunnel for

recording; and

(3) provide for a[

| | to process the voice recordings

from the site.

dctivity thus proceeded on three fronts - in Berlin steps
were taken to leass the necessary land and right-of-way ease-
ments for the site and a cuntra&% was let with a German con-
tractor. The compound, which was roughly the size of an aver—
age oity block, was fenced with chailn-type high security
fencing and contained the main operations building {(the one
story with basement type warehouse previcusly describad),
combined kitchen-dining facilities and barracks, and another

building which housed three diesel driven generators to

provide power for all facilities. | | Sanitary

11
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Figure & - East Ggrman View of the Comptund




provisions consisted of a cesspool. (The logical placement
of the cesspool was such that it was situated only a few feet
from the tunnel site. It later developed when the tunnel was
dug that this was quite unfortunate because working conditiuns
in the sector adjacent to the cesspool were, fto say the least,
highly unpleasant.) Planning called for the completion of
this work-on 27 August 1554.

For azsgistance in actually digging the tunnel it was

docided to request help from the |

and to this end thﬂ| |

were briefed on the project.' The initial contact with [::]'§

. [ |was made personally by Mr. Allen Dulles to ]

| Fortunately ]n

trained engineer, had just been appointed | |

From the first moment he learned of the operation, General

Trudeay was an enthusiastic supporter of the concept. [::]

|{tha only available

member of thal |with any experience in

tunneling) to head the project. This proved to be an excellent

choice for | |turned in an outstanding job. By

mid-summer of 1954 he had firmed up the engineering plans,
selected a crew of englpeering personnel, and actually con-

structed a mock-up tunnel some 150 yards long working under

operational conditions at & high security base in[::::::::::]




Some mention should be made of the actual method of construct-
ing the tunnel. Studies of the s0il structure in the Berlin
area showed a high percentage of sand. For this reason it wasa
decided that the tunnel should be lined with steel. The same
sand content contributed greatly to the danger of cave-ins at

the face of the tunnel, and to eliminate this risk a shield

was devised with horizontal "blinds'

so arranged across its face that should even dry sand be
encountered the danger of cave-ins was virtually eliminated.
The tunnel liner was formed of sections of heavy steel plate
0 constructed that, when bolted together, five sections formed
a steal ring approximately six feet in diameter and 15 inches
long. Provision was made for bolting these rings together to
form & continuous tube of solid steel, The men worked under
cover of the shield described above (which was slightly larger
in diameter than the steel liner) and when sufficient material
had been excavated, the shield was forced forward with hydrau-
lie jacks and a new section of liner was bolted in place.
S8ince this method left a void of approximately one and one-
half inches around the liner (remembering that the diameter

of the shield was greater than that of the liner), screw-type
ramovable plugs were built into every third seection of tunnel
liner. Thiz permitted removal of the plugs and the forecing

of grouting material under high pressure to fill the void

13
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Figure 7 - Elinds on tho Shield

’ Figure 7 - Blinds on the Shield
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Figure & - Excavating Using the Elinds

Figure 8 - Excavating Using the Elinds




after the liner was in place, It was calculated (and subse-
quently proven to be true)} that this method of construction
would not permit settling of the soil and detection of the

tunnel from the surface. (See fig. 9.)

Meantime engineers constructed a mock-

up of the tunnel's terminal endJ

__J Available

plans indicated that the cables were buried some 27 inches
deep along the side of a heavily traveled highway. The top

of the vertical shaft (see fig. 11) then needed to be
approximately 12 to 14 inches below the surface of the high-
way in order to give the tapping crew room to work below the
ceiling of the shaft, and the whole structure had to be
capable of supporiing the weipght of heavy trucks since the
tunnel and tap chamber lay direetly beneath the highway. {(See

fig. 12:) C{onsiderable care was devoted to insulating the

14
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Figure 9@ - View of the Completed Tunnel

Figure 9 - View of the Completed Tunnel




Figure 10 - Construction of the Vertical Shaft

Figure 10 - Construction of the Vertical Shaft
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View of Cables and Taps
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tap chamber to prevent its acting like a huge drum.
Considerable thought was given to the quantity and
content of the material available from the target and the
manner in whieh it was to be processed. It was in this
field, perhaps, that we experienced some of our greatest
problems. It had been decided very early in the project's
planning stages to maintain the strictest possible security
measures. As a minimum precaution security checks were made
on each individual who in any way became knowledgeable of the

project's mission, and the same standards in foree for clear-

ances for were utilized, A list of

briefed personnel was maintained, special secrecy agreements
ware executed, and special briefings were given to all knowl-
edgeable personnel. It was in the assemblage of a processing
team that we experienced our greatest problem in maintaining
security standards. Since the material to be processed was
largely Russian voice, it was thought that we would need
linguists with near native fluency in Russian. It is axiomatic

that native fluency is usually available only in natives, and

3 1n splte of the imsulation, it was a weird sensation
to be in the chamber when an iron-shod horse trotted across
it. We also suffered some anxlious moments one foggy morning
when the microphone in the tap chamber gave forth with a
continuous series of dull thuds. After the sun burned away
the fog, visual observation showed that the East German
police had set up a temporary automobile checkpoint directly
over the chamber. The "thuds™ the microphone picked up were
caused by the pollce officer in charge stomping his feet on
the road surface to keep warm,

15
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III.
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IMPLEMENTATION

By 17 August 1854 things were beginning to take shape

and the situation was as follows:

a, The German contractors had completed the
compound and we were in possession,

b. All of the basic supplies, equipment, and
personnel were in Berlin ready to start construction
on the tunnel., This in itself involved transporting 125
tons of steel tunnel liner from the ZI to Berlin, The
initial shipment across thé East Fone to Berlin consisted
of one and ome-half freight trains, the loss of any pack-
age of which could have blown the project. For security
purposes all sensitive items, such as the tunnel liner,
were double crated and banded and subjected to severe
drop tests before they left the ZI.  Similar items were
differently packaged for deception purposes.

. Space at Headquarters was secured and the

had assembled a crew and was

well under way in fabricating the unigue egquipment
necessary to process the anticipated telegraphic traffic,

d. Initial personnel had been selected and were

 beling processed |

17



It should be noted that personnel and equip-

ment were programmed initially to exploit approximately
[:::]percent of the anticipated take. In retrospect, per-
haps this could be considered overly cautious. In
Jjustification of this decision it should be said that no
one had ever tunneled 1,476 feet under clandestine condi-
tions with the expectation of hitting a target two inches
in diameter and 27 inches below a main German/Soviet
highway. There were those who manifested certain reser-
vations on the feasibility of so doing, and it is greatly
to the credit of those senior officials, both civilian
and military, that, in spite of these reservations, the
project was permitted to proceed.

In late August & vertical shaft some 16 feet in diameter

was started in the warehouse basement floor {see Tig., 13) and
ground water was encountered at 16 feet instead of at the pre-
dicted 32 feet. Such examination as could be safely undertaken
under the steady observation of East German border guards and
Soviet officials indicated that a clay lens existed in this
particular spot, creating & "perched water table” the magnitude
of which was unknown. Available information indicated that the
celay lens possibly sloped down in the direction of the target
and it was decided to proceed with the tunnel even though the

top cover wag to be less than half what had been anticipated,.

18
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Figure 12 - Shaft and Tunpnel Entrance in Warehouse DPascment

Shaft and Tunnel Entrance in Warehouse Basement
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Careful vigual obgervation was maintained and tunneling
operations stopped each time the German guards walked over
the tunnel on their regular patrols. Pumps were installed
to take care of the excess water. Observation logs were
magintained, and since the highway under observation was the
main road from East Berlin to the Schoenfeld Airport, consid-
erable Order of Battle information was obtained., It was also
possible to estimate gquite accurately the relative importance
of individuals visiting East Berlin by observing the security
precautions taken by the Bast Germans and the Soviets.

Both sides of the tunnel were lined with sand in bags
as the tunnel proceeded and the excess spoil was hauled back
to the basement of the warehouse. To facilitate movement, a
wooden track was laid on the floor of the tunmel aﬂd a Ccohb-
verted electric fork 1lift was used to pull a string of rubber-
tired trailers back and forth in the tunnel. (8ee fig. 14.)
Cool air was supplied to the face of the tunnel through duct-
work from an air conditioning unit located in the warehouse.
The tunnel was completed on 28 February 1955. Construction
of the tap chamber commencad 10 March 1955 and was completed,
with the three target cables exposed, on 28 March 1955. (See
fig. 15.)

To appreciate this accomplishment it is necessary to

remember that the tunnel was 1,476 feet long (roughly the

19
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Figure 14 - Converted Fork Lift and Dirt Box

Figore 14
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Figure 15 - Target Cabled Exposed
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length of the Lincoln Memorial reflecting pool) and that the
first half sloped down and the second half sloped up. (See
fig. 16.) The lack of an adequate base line made the survey-
ing problem especially diffiecult, The engineers decided at
one point that an object of known size in the East Zone would
be useful as a reference point, S0 a baschall game was organ-
ized with the objective of knocking a baszeball as far into the
East Zone as possible. This scheme was frustrated by the
friendliness of the East German guards who kept returning the
baseball. HNonetheless, the engineers expressed confidence
that they knew their pesition when the tunnel was completed
to a peint which could be contained in a six-inch cube. They
were correct, . %
Excess humidity is probably one of the greatest enemies
of electronic equipment. To guard apgainst this prahiem the
gsection of the tunnel immediately adjacent to the tap chamber
was insulated and sealed with marine-type plywood to form, in
effect, a closed room., (See figs, 17 and 18.) Vapor barriers
were erected and, in addition, a heavy "anti-personnel” door
of steel and concrete was constructed to seal off the tunnel
some 13 yards from ite terminal end. From the beginning it
was realirzed that the duration of this operation was finite.
Considerable thought was given to the posture the U,3. Govern-
ment would adopt upon the tunnel's discovery and to those

20




Figure 16 - Schematic View of Tunnel

(NOT TO SCALE - VERTICAL EXAGGERATED - DIMENSIONS APPROXTMATE)
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Figure 17 - Initial Stage of Construction of Pre-Amp Chamber

Figure 17 - Initial Stage of Comstruction of Pre-Amp Chamber
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measures which would be taken at the site. The following
position was fipally approved:
a, The posture of the U.5. would be one of flat
denial of any knowledge of the tunnel.
b, The tunnel was mined at the point it crossed
the East-West Zone border with demolition charges capable
of caving in the tunnel liner should the Soviets attempt

forcible entry into the cover installation.

c. The "anti-Personnel” door described above was
installed, 4
d, It was agreed that the installation would be
. defenﬂed. against forcible entry with all means at hand.

| A1l equipment for isolating and preampli-

fying the signals and passing them down the tunnel for record-
ing was in place before each tap was made so that monitoring
of each pair could begin as soon as it was tapped. (See figs.

19 and 20.) Careful check was kept of the temperature and

4/This door bore the following inscription neatly lettered
in German and Cyrillie: "Entry is forbidden by order of the
Commanding General.,"” It was reascned that this sign might give
pause to Soviet and/or German officials and gain time, As 8
matter of fact, there were those Communist individuals who
considered the posting of this sign as one of the most auda-
cious aspects of the entire undertaking.
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Figure 1% - Tapping Cridle

Tapping Bridle
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humidity in the tap chamber to prevent the possibility of the
1ntruduntinn_uf moisture inte the target cables thus causing
faults. The moisture in the air caused by the breathing and
perspiration of the technicians doing the tapping operation
forced the suspension of the operation several times to
permit the air conditloning equipment to dehumidify the
chamber. All the components in the electrical isolation net-
works were individually selected and subjected to rigorous
tests to insure maximum reliability, and the lead-away cables
were constructed of the best avallable materials, sheathed in
lead, and handled in accordance with the highest.telephnne
company standards. The strictest possible visual watch was
maintained with the tap ¢rew. In short, in this, as in all
aspects of the operation, every effort was made to guarantee
success even though in many instances it meant delay in

achieving the objective.

22
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IV. TERMIKATION

The tunnel was discovered (see fig. 21) 21 April 1956,
arfter 11 months and.ll days of operation. A memorandum pre-
pared on 15 August 1956 (reproduced in its entirety as
Appendix A) examines in detail all evidence available as of
that date on the reasons for the discovery. The conclusion
reached was that the loss of this source was purely the result
of unfortunate circumstances beyond our control - a combina-
tion of the fact that one of the cables was in very poor
physical condition (this was known from the beginning) and a
long period of upusually heavy rainfall. It appeared that water
entered the cable in sufficient guantity to make it inopera-
tive, thus necessitating digging up sections of the cable and

causing discovery of the tap.

23




"I' Figure 21

Boviet Press Briefing
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V. PRODUCTION .

: The following statistics may be of interest in evaluating

tha project:

. |




d. A amall processing unit

was maintained at the Berlin gite to permit on-the-spot
monitoring of engineering circuits for the protection of
the project and scanning of the more productive circuits
for the "hot" intelligence. Daily reports of sufficient
value to warrant electrical transmission to Washington

[:::::::::]were produced.

e, Processing of the backlogged material con-

tinued until 30 September 1#58

I,

The information from this material was disseminated in

a closely controlled aystem[ | Appendix B

consists of a summary of the value of the material received

together with typical customer comments, ;

26
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YI. AFTERMATH

As previously noted, considerable thought was given
during the entire life of the project on the result its
discovery would bring. In retrospect it is probably correct
to say that, among those most actively concerned with the
project's management, a consensus developed that the Soviets
would probably suppress knowledge of the tunnel’'s existence
rather than admit to the world that Free World lntelligence
organs had the capability of successfully mounting an opera-

. tion of this magnitude., In other words, it was felt that for

. the Soviets to admit that the U,S, had been reading thelir high
level communications cireuits would cause the Soviets to lose
face, DPerhaps fortunately, fate intervened, and as a possible
consequence the Soviet course of action was exactly contrary
to expsctation,

The Commandant of the Soviet Berlin Garrison, who would
normally have controlled the handling of the gituation when
the tunnel was discovered, was absent from Berlin and the
Acting Commandant, Colonel Ivan A. Kotsyuba, was in charge.
There is some reason to believe that he (for whatever reason)
was forced to make a personal decision on & course of action
without benefit of advice from Moscow., At any rate his

reaction was unexpected in that he invited the entire Berlin

. 27
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press corps to a briefing and tour of the tunnel and its
facilities. As a result the tunoel was undoubtedly the most
highly publicized peacetime esplonage enterprise in modern
times prior to the "U-2 incident."” Worldwide reaction was out-
standingly favorable in terms of enhancement of U.,5, prestige.
¥Non-3oviet Bloec sentiment can be generally summarized as fnllﬂwst
a, There was universal admiration {and this
included informed Soviets) on the technical excellence

of the installation and the imaginative nature of the

undertaking.
b. The non-Communist world reacted with surprise
. and unconcealed delight te this indication that the

U.5,, almost universally regarded &s a stumbling neophyte
in espionage matters, was capable of a coup against the
Soviet Union, which had long been the acknowledged master
in such matters.

c. Coupled with regret that the Cold War necessi-
tated such measures, thoughtful editorial comment
applauded thiﬁ.| indication that the U.5. was capable of
fulfilling its role of Free World leadership in the
struggle.,

Appendix C contains a sampling of typical U.8. press
accounts and editorial comment on the tunnel., Predictably

the Communist press treated the tunnel as an outrage and an

® 2
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intolerable indecency. Appendix D consists of a study of

East German press reaction to the incident.

For their contributions to Prnject[;;:::::::]awnrda

were made to the follewing individuals: ™

"] Distinguished Intelligence Medal
Intelligence Medal of Merit
Intelligence Medal of Merit

Intelligence Medal of Merit

Distinguished Intelligence Medal
Intellipence Medal of Merit
Intelligence Medal of Merit

. Distinguished Intelligence Medal
Intelligence Medal of Merit

After the project went into the production phase it was
necessary to brief a great many people to properly utilize

the product. In all almost [::::::::] personnel were cleared

for the project

EfUnfortunately the writer has been unable to locate an
exact recdord of those persons who received other recognition
from the Agency for their participation in this project and
any omissions are regretted. It should also be noted that
approximately people participated wittingly or unwittingly
in this undertaking. In fact thereare very few, if any, of the
elements of CIA that were not called upon for assistance, either
directly or indirectly (such as providing manpower}, during
the life of the project.
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APPEKRDIX A

NOTE: This assessment was prepared by the[;;:::;:;:]stnff
Tmied iately after the discovery of the tunneél an § based

on pertinent information available. | J

15 Aupust 1956

DISCOVERY BY THE SOVIETS OF

Analysis of all available evidence - traffic passing on
the target cables, conversations recorded Irom & microphone
installed in the tap chamber, and vital observations from the

site - indicates that the SBoviet discovery uf[:::::::::]was

purely fortuitous

A descrip-

tion of the events leading to these conclusions is contained

in this paper.

Following heavy rains in the Berlin area a number of tele-

phone and telegraph cables were flooded and began to fault

between Karlshorst and Mahlow on the night of 16 April 19356,

The first major fault was discovered on nable[:::::::::]

on 17 April, The fault was repaired by cutting

the defective stretch of cable and replacing a 3000 meter

length with a temporary replacement cable., Between 17 and 22
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APPENDIX B .

RECAPITULATION OF THE INTELLIGENCE DERIVED

Set forth below are a recapitulation of intelligence
derived from the I:Inatarial and some typical consumer

comments,
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APPENDIX C

TYPICAL AMERICAN PRESS COMMENT

S E T



WASHINGTON POST
I May 1950

The Tunnel of Love

The United Sistes Governmanl las nat yel marla
any official reply to the Seviel and East German
allozallens and prelesls concerning the 300-yard

wnnch that American inlelligenca operalives ara
said Lo lave built undernesth the Lorder beiween

West and Easl Berlin [or espionage purpascs
NMeanwhile, assuming tha slory lo be correcl—we
canet help thinking the Communists have mada
& grievous mistake to ralse so much fuss aboul their
dizcovery, They are even said Lo have condusted
special propaganda tours Lhrough the funrel and
1n have exhibiled he wirelapping and other record-
ing apparatus that the Americans are supposed fo
have installed inside it,

The prebabla result of all Lhis has been Lo give
the anti-Communist vesisiance in East Geriiany a
pood deal of amusement and encouragement. Cep-
tainly it musl have served to strehglien the din-
pression of American resaurcefulness and therehy
1n reslors sorto measura of our prestige-—which
appatenily had been deteriorating since Lha efylIv -
cal altitade taken by the American authorilivs in
the Fasi Gepsan uprisings of Juna, 1004—among
ihe capliva population,  The reactlen of their
kingmen in Wesl Germany Is probably a prelly
good Endex to thelr own. .

In West Germany the slory hag been accepled
a1 face value with astonishment and delight 24 an
avidence hat tho tradition of Yankea ressurce-
fulness =nd ingenuily in mot 2 miyth after all.
Espionags s one game In which the Comm unisis
were decmed, even by thelr enemics, (o be pare

ticularly expert and oue ewn side to ba dismally

inept, Very few Germans, as 1he Frankiurier
Newe Presse oxullanlly observad, even suspeeled
that 1he Americans “were capabla of so much
eleverness™: and it would be even mora devastaling
o Commupist prestige if it wees disclosed that
tin espionage lunnel had been in pperation for
some time befora the Communisls Decame awara
of il

Indead, if the funnel episode furns out ta havs
heen the product of Yankee ingenully, there is an
Snleresting paraliel in Ameriess history. Thiring
he sicge of Pelersburg In 1084, an enlerprising
Unioth oficer from the Dennsylvania coal felds
coneeived the idea of mining the Confederale
posilions from a tupne! under them. The tunnel
was dug and the mines were Gnaliy seb off; and

though the operalion was 2 fiasco in parl becausa’

al the failGre of Unina commmanders 1o execuls
ordess, the beldness of the siroke_ has compelled
admiration ever since. © o TTo e

-
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BERLIN
Wanderful Tuanal

Berlin, vity of  peldehe, pefugpees, ol
aerasinal yaiches o glhiter, & an Alfrsl
Hiteherek dream of subterfose and suspl-
cian, In bark strects. sbaekly rvskeTious
Tewses luek hebingd ligh wire fences sug-
gestive of darker aml more mysteTinus
hritns within, Newsiien recently gount=d
p eepirud agondes of Westeos dsteili-
genos known 1o be at work ia Berlial

Their  operatives—song i'.:ﬂl.imb]}'!
Thethed o the prey dasiel of Xew York's
Al
siers nlging wuber Boe FOCRC==TePUsrE Lo
sdiiferent headauaress. and rarcly know

< what their ealleaeues are ap b

I sl Berlin there s ono spet huetiee
surter] v il Hitedwea k. sehime of things
than a fietic, semi-theernel coraer knawn
w the Lo sidle as Bawdow and i the
R ustian Andie, ju:l avir Lhie way, a5 dlte
Gilienicke. .‘iu”-l.rnpnrl:nt vhaks gr.d
hickens strut like commissirs i A=
Gailiinicke's colibled seeect - Bevlin's only
wikchimg  winddinill v o Lhe
hegeae vear b, sl close to the boundary
seqarating Fost and West stands a U=,
radar satis, bonding s reticalar tar ta
e opeiaibms ol Easd Herlin®s husy
Lrhibierclsl .’iinhlrl. ‘T rngs of byrlssd
wite guand e laely radar post, xnd

-

bebind them a detachment of uniformed
Signal men live o [ife aa secret, -
and isolated as monks, - T B

Mol sl with armpil ol |

o e o TR B e ET

TIME MAGAXINE
7 May 1956 °

The Big Ccllar, For many o menth,
the supec-scevecy surrounding the con-

sirwetion awd nperstion of Rodews radar

station basd fed the gossip ol hored Arer-
icans in ibe eccupied oy, There were
those wha remembered a civilian engineer
hired 16 supervise the joh; he had guit in
disgrust because the blucprints seemed se
crazy, “Why Build a ccllar hig envugh 1a
drive theough with » dump treck®” De
asked, and wad wold o omind bis own busi-
ness, Ebers recalled secing fraends wham
they Eiew fu be engineers sackbenly ap-
pearing at the station wearing the insignia
of the 1.5, Armsy Siznab Corps. Why? An
amused skrug was the only answer ques-
tioners ever got==hut Lasl weck the Ruos-
sians (lought they hkad found a betler one,
1+ e night at 7 o'cdsck, an angry,
L ghunky Soviet cobusel samed Ivan Rotsi-
. uba called & peess conlexence in East Bep-

!"lin, Purpose: to protest the bailding by

“UAmerican organiadions” of a4 secret
tunme] imeler East Geermgn territory. “witle
e eriminal indent of spying.” fered o
chince to see for themselves, the Western
newsmen were laken to & site some 500

. yards from the radar staticn st Rudow.

C=3

| were humming Lo [if

A Lot of Money. Truckloads of Red
prmy troops and squad cars crowded with
Totkspolizer stost by, Maobile peneralors
fabe lights fior 1w
wecieiang, aieb an Lhe enimee baoa Faele
alme in Al gl g cobed of the Ris-
sty il corps was o hamd toenplain iy

tall, Ten feot bebow, its enirance o hade o

i the renl by the Kusstans, lay the el
itaedfs o casteiron dube ahoul sl feet
i diameter and  goo-fion wards  bog,
ceammmed with electrnic enuipment, -
Jalus, tage recarders, vendilating apeorntie

< apd puamgs ol lach British aned American
! make, AL U Fast German el caldes e

mul of e wein fedy af the el Lo g
separale chambies where they were limkecl
o tao Fast Germon cables amd o third
el by the Hussinns, What was at the
Amserican eml® The newsmen were fnl
permiiiel 1o kpow, As they crawled west-
wand, o sapdhag baerer Barned the way,
ils porpues rm|-h:|<i-'ﬂ|- I o wigin neraling
i Eaglish amd Giesmon: “You ane mew
enlering the Amerivan seclor.”

“This twnnel.” said (e Russian expoert,
voith a note of admarainm, “wis huils Lo
last vears. The parly respousille must

U obave haid 3 Bot ol pasey.”

. It's the best publicity the
- Berlin for o loeg time.”

4 e b e e e

Wit vwas respuaisiale? Nalwly, saither
the Pemiagon. L St Depariment, ot
the Central Emelligence Apency, wias say-
ing, Ban as Deslin's papers ergpieed giee-
Tully with the news, oo Deelin eodiber tdd
n mnking UGS ofiinl; 71 dbont kiew
whetlwer vour e dug that wirncleriul
el or pod, bul whoever Gt was, let me
gay 1 dkink il was oo bud it wus fuund
1.5, has kad in

[
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P I i Cires m.f 267,072 i
DT ] ! S5 196,496 i
| ;
: 4 £ ol i
k ._ : . I :‘:::": P‘c‘.‘.:l F:;:' ; i i
- 1853
T e : nlﬁ.&ﬁ!T
ek e T 1'. : M
:; L ."'_ . r = ® st ._: |-I-¢..-.-...-.-3
i i . Fope It Is True ™~ 7
I : . ! Soviet charges that American intelligence agents!
oo . vdug & tunnel in Berling tapped a felophone cable, and;
Y |recorded conversations-over the Red communication net-
R R i worle, which the Rods made with considerable fanfare.

tand during & eondueted tour of the spy tunnel for ear-
trcspondcnts glves us same faint hope. if
Frankly, we didn't know that American iniethgenﬁ
lapents were that smavt, . In'fact, we were boginning
) [ think that what the, Ccnh al In!nlhgnnm Apency necded’
1 ,'l.m*'t'eTv'Té'ssnns on thn rundammtah of espi onaz;
sFrom “samma aefcctcd Russla_]_: agcnt Butl_no-gul\-g laka itd
S Y 1 ' &1 back, 1f the Soviet charges are (rue, American intel-;
v B R '1:g¢ncu agents have actually. collected, some_imporiant!
. K : , -1n1‘c-mﬁa}.tc-n,1mr1r:cmlng Sovict, m;tqg.r u\_p_erat]m and:
pim L Jnstallations in, East Germany,, = i
' sl W hﬂpl! ‘that American intelligence .agents have’
e lnfltrated the Soviet department of foreign affairs’
. ' . IRICIN ;planted western sympathizers in the heart of the Smnet!
[ 1 hurea.ul::rac:..r and started a stream of microflmed cophas

T ‘of Important Soviet documents tpwards he.Cligin
Tl OO Washingta et
rE 1 & hope, all this because that is precizely what the
FERRE 'Swwt spy netwerk did and is probably deing right nuw .
! in the United States. This Is not just tit for tat—hut: q
ista.:'lc fecessity in'the world of cynical power polities.”
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Money Well Spent #Z §
Thneve s only oneg pgency ln‘f"ﬂ?.shg_
ilington which docs not pecount-Tor thol
|money it spends. The Central Tntelli-2
iigenea AEENCYE, peaded O aullen W.I
|Dulles, has never seperied to Con-|
gress. A spoclal commitiee, appointed]
Yhy the President, dld male’a surves!
jof the ageney's activitles and was ap-
I parently satisfled that 16 was cfflcient.
1Ba seores are the setlvitles of this
Jgpoup  that cven the amount of
{money it spends 1 unknowd. A~
Jeountants have estimated that thers
1le rouglly 52 'billion In budgets of
iather copartments which is diverted
‘Ita the CIA, ' ' .
wWaturally enough, Congress worrles
from time to- time that this money
may not be well spent. Last week some
pows eame oul of Berlin which should
Jcnlm sueky foars '
| The Russians discovered thab their
‘three main  telephonae cables  from
5 East Berlin to polnts cast were tapped,
(:I,:qﬂ tunnel from the western zong, con-

i
i

W

wires, led to sandbags ab the Zont
boundary., The Russians were greatly
disterbed. They clalm that oll mes-
sages for saveral ysars have peen In-
tereepted. They blame this vislatlon
of privacy on American Intelligence.d

Cur gTcials have expressed DOITor
fat the charge. They Haven't, they say,
“  ltha slightest idgea 'of where the lines
lead or by whom they were lald. The)
fussians are jush old meanies to elaim
we wire-iapped K k
| West Berilners are laughlsg, Good)
for Americin Intelligénce, they say.}
They hope, and o do we, that thel
Russlans have oniy discovered one of
several taps. At least, the exposa
ghows that some of the money spent
by CIA mw-lh.aw.heaq wery wall spent

Cinectod with the tapped lines andf.

e-5
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JATIONAL FROADGASTANG COPARL A7 T 7996 e

® N
D : CIA MY HAVE CRDERED WIRETAP TUNNEL == DREIER

Alox Drefer at 6:00 P.M. over WHAQ (Chicago) and the NEC
Rodio Networlk: .

#ind now under the heading, speecial report, part one.

—limpat-Britain withetba—fropman 5Py who turned “out "o be not
sa_spreassiul in-his-seerebiveness.has nothing on-us. We havma &

. tunnel wo dug under the commnist sector of Berlin end which tha
reds exposed to tha light of day, as you probably know, a short
while ago. Well, sur NEC eorrespondent, good friend and colleaguo,
Framc Burkholzer, has investipated the stery of the wiretap tunnal
and he says thors's just ene concluslen -- ii's ocurs, We dug 16,
we squipped it with electrenic eguipment to listen in on commmnist
East German conversations for a whole year befors they fourd us out.

" prosuwnably we should ba embarrassed but nobady in Herlin is.

In fact, there is a hint of Amorican and West German pride in know-

) ing that wa pulled off an espionage triclk on the Reds for a changs.
, of courae, the East Germans are making a good thing of it by con--
. dueting tours through the tunnsl to impress their pecple with the

. dastardliress of the Amarican sples, but that may backfire on tham

Sl heeausa the East Germans are not beyond getting a quiet chuckle at

this outwitting of their communist rulers. '

"Burkholzer tells us that the United States is stampad all

aver the listening peost tunnel, Now, the tunnel iz on the cutskirts

af town with cur end being located under & so-called experimental

radar station beside a garbage dusp, It runs straight under a plowed

. fi01d that has white border marking posts above it. The Russlans

- _ . have mede three epenings fer the tourdsts. One is near the wiretap,
’ enother at & point about 150 yards cub in the field. When anyene
asks an American why there isn't any radar at the experimental radar
statlon, the ususl answer, according to Burkholser, is, we said 1t
was exparimental, didn't we? Want to make something of 179

. Waturally the arey and the government in Washington aren't
golng to admit anything unless they have to, No one tells who
ardered the eavesdrepping tunnel built or whe pald for 1% or who
did the listening end the dipging. Perhaps it was the work of &
lecal Berlin cubfit, just a curiouws tunch of boys. Or perhaps it

1 ; . was done secretly on orders direct from tho Penbagon or the CENIRAL

INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. Amyway, it was dome well bacause it wasn't
discovered for o year and now the Russiens may be wondering how

rueh wa learnad from recerding all the phome taliks, possibly includin

evarything that went through tho switchboard of tho nearby Soviet

d_ - . airfisld. 5o thanks for the information, Frank Burkholser, and now

; é J we have o question for you, Why den't we open a tourist entrance
_ at our end of the tumnel and cash in on the publicity? Step up,

ona and all, Only a quarter. See modern efplonage in slactrende

form and a1l underground, and who knowg? Porhaps you will meet an |

1 . occaslonal commniot teurist," :
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| Borlin Reds Ilock 10 Seet - .

1 By Castan Cablentz
© DuTirclers da the Nereld Fribioiee
o 1250, M. Yo Heraid Tribune Inz,

BERLIN, Mny Z6==Cne of
the preatest sighfs af the cold
wne 18 dhe “American &y lun-
el now on exhibltion ln Iast

Berdin,

Tha 3l=yard tunnel repre=
sents o venture of extraosdinary
audacity—ibe stol of which
thriller Nims are made, TE i
wns dug by American Intelli-
pence forecs—and ihat 15 the
seneral  assumplion——it is
sliizinyy  example af  ther
wenrachty for doring whdeelakings.
Seldom has an  intelligenee
erphniztion executed & mere
Alitul cand  dlffienlt aperatian
Ahan that accomplished by the

dunnel's diggers: the tapping of

230 Communist leng-distanss
Ilnf']l!:lhul!lﬂ liniés Fanbiog widers
cpreund fu Declia., The Hnes ape
arently ingluded some running

L Baviet sablellite slnte in Enpte’ |
et Eurgpe, as well as Sﬁ-'l'iﬂ{ Clay Hauvled Away delicate equipment in the ather-;

puTny chicuils in Germany,
E ' -

T Hrack Lar "[I:l.ri'l.'rs -
b The tusne, dizeevered by e

Cemmuniits o mMonlh ara and tection, and they had ta hoadThis

hew .1.11;‘_ main slghtaeeing at--=
.traction in Beslin, can be vistied fons of clay they dug out, sincelversation back to the western

hr_ moking A twenty-minate
drive from the center of Herlin

Ao the southeast corner of the Communists,

eityy
A monile snnek bay Is ﬂumﬂ.fmn.n was hasled awny in closed’tnits noar two long racks of
A thriving bistiness mear theliricks brought indo o radavjecelpment Inte which the 50

Fenatern end of the tunnsl, paters MalEInE.

ViKE Lo E:u'l._‘ German  fnctory|
'deimpations bioucht to soe the
work of *Amoriean imperinlists,”
p after inspeeding the tunnel,
he actary workers record their
indipnation™ in & visitors' book
J_T|IP bosk contnins the signa-]
ituves of fovelgners on both sides|
ol the Iron Curinin. Even o
Suilnnese olficial is listed, ™ |
-{= Tho tupoel, six feot in dis
weler nnd with it rop! twelve
el Beisw the surfore, wRs Gup
T o :ﬂl.‘_lIJLL 200 wards :'.u'.lq'
the Amerviean soclar of ‘Wesly
Berlin, It runs eastword fo @)
poitid 300 yards insikde the Ruos-
slar seeter, The western on-
tratiee les B o sperssly-popu-
lated locality called Ttudew, 4
Only the eastern end of the|

 |vunmel Is open for wisilors. Lshi

colachment © of  Cominun

3 |People’s Polles and a comemunls

~

:
I

cations expert ave on hand ioi
explain every detall, They rendity
exovess thelr ndmiratlon for Lhe
! L5k ot W peolect’s buligees,,

-

“—Uobviously  Iabosed  under

1 gandbag Barrleade .o
"We hawe no faalt whotstever] .

to find with tho fcchnigue,” ong

uliendhnt sold, X -

v Prom Mug easlern enlranee, o

ivisitar can wolk wesiward for P

|pErops 100 yards past the point ' .

iwhorn thd tunnel evewned wndor} . . 4

Lhe geeier border, Then o sands| . R ) .

tag barvlcade i3 encountersd, T - .

andd @ owolee calls out "halt™ In

Germali. 4 . . . -
It is clear thak It the visiter o

cowld combioue westward past

e bavricade e woeuld emecso.

wan nt oo tow bub prominent .

Ameriean budlding with gader.

conipment oa the geaf. The

budliting Is survoundsd by barbed!

wire and guarded esestantly by,

e e b O8] s R

forbidden.” . ) Barcnd the door s  compart-
A study of the nrey menk saven freb MnE DoUsing

g m'snl:rmtr ar.hnﬁh:?l.hu.l conpmank bo nilitain ”‘”t“""ﬁ

ihe madar buiiding encloses thelloVes of trmperatire and hu-

midity, Tho Communists say

weslern end of the tunnel. this was Decessaty to protect;

Tie men wha dug the tunnelwis da@k and cold tunned, i

i Finally, there is the complex)
‘major handicape, They kad tejtapplog enuipment, all of Amerl=
wild very stlently to svoud-de-lean o Sridlsh  mnnufasture
includes eipht facks o
ay secrelly the theosnnds of boastess to earry the tapped con-

big pilgs of earth near the scetorfend of the tunnel and also to
border would have slerted thelhelp prevens detection of the
inps.

the ‘There are thieo power-contral

Apgarently cacovated,

: ; Comnunlat  lines  lead  from
frueks betzht in the seetlons of fihres main cables, Tlere the in-
sestuzibed dron fubing whichldividual ' monitoring  taps  nre
Tine Lhe dannel.  The siimost I, Aloog Uhe oppasite wali
:ﬁ_‘:}i“ﬂf:“'}“;!;; 3;-‘;‘-':;:;? ;L'ﬂﬂ tofof the tunniel is m row of benehes,
. alk, with uerescent lighlitig overs
The Communists estinats thatlpead, The  compariment s
“"-; aart ';"' the wark took sev-lpainted g, baitleship groy.
oril mantis, -
Witn the tunnel completeq) Comeldered freat Experls
there came the Job of dnstalling A8 the ooy end of the castern)
eamparinett ke i anelher

the smosilerine eqwipmeng, Ap- _
ravencly Lhls had te be dope/sleel Goor, OR the Fastemn pide

orfore  ihe  Communbi  linesy 00 36 35 070 mare impariant sem)
conld bre tnpmed, because pavt ol . o

this equipment had the m'imul}"r]ﬁghuﬁmizﬂﬂﬁrm?;?shm.E;
tark of preventing deteclion of papyfe, by the C‘ammun?s:.’-:ajg.{l
ine nome Laps. The M8 O ihe point where their lines weres
CUMRMERE Was  pifstallBelY apneg Any aesivily Ehers would

Possibly  the  same

dragred throush  the  Sunnel hove maant that the tunne] hodb .
(]

along iwo weoden ralls and g,
housed In & mpciol Rinely-Toot-f E-;%:':;“;Fﬁl; did [
!—ura[r:rmpnrl.nunt &k the mmnlmmm mist have MT::“':&%“&] :
L5 Lhe tunnel, -
This compartment beglns rrith}lr'-}fwcrzg t:m:ﬂ':il:‘k"”l* f‘“":"._l
@ thick sieel oot 8b s Wesborm pises of work g
roirance. On the dear—ane Communists say the 5y
writien T Rusian and oo abtion sppsrently  operaid: |
;l}u.n: “Entry forbldden by N"fﬂmcﬁ-g:g mmﬂmtiﬂ-hbﬁiw.;#ﬂ:‘u!
ok the Commanding Genorol. MO0 of how 1L wis detecled o
e L,

LT —
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‘."~_ Tour Eeme Bore
1 BY JONN I THONPSON

P Calengps Trivwns Preas Sarslere]
DERLIN, May 28 — Th oo,
s Amerlean” newsmen ioday
seod 20 Ec-:L u..dcrg‘opnﬁ in
D lha ilitﬂ'\.d T American Sy .
Clunnel,” Burrowed 300 vards.

under Berlin's littla ];;ur: C:]‘fc!cxm ined our passporls,

Femiled, ‘and

‘Aain, - and  peered
{pieom of the American seotap
vaver The shoulders of twe
kﬂ\crman comrmunist Lormeny
v Eunners - ' .
f Our host .In as cerie a sel-
\ting as'was sver devised by a
Fraystory s wriler, was a jack
"booted officer of the East
© = Gorman cnmmunist@nlice, the
" Vopos," or Volkspalized,
Cur tour was the third pet
IJ'namzl:] wastern reparters since
1.‘1a nignt of Apeil 21 when
Lihe Tussian high comimand

T Walched by Yanks | :

" Wa could sée knots of Vopos
arcund moupds of earth exeas

ipast men and women walingi

lviveneut o {he Tadar site

by Toberl Tu#km_nn, Asso-
ciafod Press ©Bureau . chisf,
“ Barbed wire surrounded he
station  amd  ils pcrm:mcnt
type huildings.

Americon saldiers in’ sentry
bayes watehed us, thru ficld)
clagses a5 wa saunlered o)
ward ihe clearly marked cem-
munist border, down a dirt
road, bordering an apen field

+ the {unnel.
Acress the r.brdc* "v’m{:s
{ock us {6 their carnm:mder-

. vated to reveal (wo scclions nil

[G tour the tunnel aftes walch-
ing & tommunist movie of its]
dizcovery. The cﬂrmmnndnr'

fed us down
jlipht nl: dirt stairz inle the
tuspel,

Eneased in slbunl and * cons !

eroke was t]'u:: alleged- wire tap
* labovatory,” dirccily undera’
paved read lending from Ber-

J viowed

the borders of the German
demecralic rcpuhllc‘“" he
ashed.
Tens a Thank Yo -

Our answer, in halling Ger-
man, explained that owner
ﬁlup of the tunncel has :r.u:-t’
Boen eslablished, Lol that inf
a lime of “tension,” the righls
ness or wiongness depended
upan the tide of the fence
from which the operzlion was

fie shawed us a hook im
which tunnel® vigsitors were,
azked to inscrjbe their opine
‘ors, ssserting it held siznes

raures  of Chingsa, Horeans,:
[‘E! ritfsh, ﬁ'nc..ma'u Lamid nth*i
ers, and asked us Lo. lEn.

Just to keep the re-::-rd
straight, in case the East Gdry
Cmans atlempt 1o use  oyr
slalements for propaganda, we
swrale, it my handwriting:

UWe wish 16 thank Lhe
volkspolizel wery much for
being kind r.nnugh tu ah-mr“

the funnél™. -

Tin e the Russian air base at
Schoenfeld. The commander,
who declined 1o -give  his.
‘marne, said that 216 telephone
lines in three big eables wers

tapped. B
r‘lugrcscent Jlﬁhlinn iliua

here announced discovery  of L minztad 3" swilehbogrd, Danks

the tunmel and equipment 7 of cycrent - heosters, ampll-

“said was used for wire lap— fiers, apd cables, ~All pstric.
o

| ping.
Sirce then the * spy :unnr:T."r_ﬂﬂ“-‘ on the equipment wego®

1 &0 Jabeled by the Russians and
E:sr. Geprmans, hag boon visy
.Iimd by more ihan 15,000 East
= _  German worker ﬁ(;l&g:tl.ﬂ-na.
1he Communists said.
;  Germans Admire Feat
Situated in line wilh an ox-
perimental American  arm
radar statjon | [the Russiang
csay it @5 a dommyl, owner-
‘ship of the tunnel has not
ibeen officially sdmitted by

in English, Some items bore.
the labels of Bsitish,er Ameri-!
can manufaclureres. - :

Reds Man Guos -
Pumps sent hot and cold!

Cpwater to an ant condilioning!

unil, Othor long pipes held!
@il or air. The lunnel wasi
mate of bolted gections of cort
rugated  sleel, lined on the
sites with sandbags.

© Walking back 300 yards, we!
reached the east-west I:un‘lcrl

‘:na American comimand, here
Tar in Washinglon.

Thare'behind sandbags l.t'.no

Weost Berlinces are  cop-rvoung Vapes creuched with’
"winced " the Ametieans buily their mues aad a powerful
‘the tennel, equipfed it with; searchlight, aimed up the tun<
‘expensive apparatus, and 1h-¢:l sl under the American” s

d Red ar Ll
e I o eetlons snel {}ulsud.e amln.

~ephone  conversations | slnce] the ’mm-l:
t:l:.e semmer of 1084, . |mandn~r ashed us wha.t_ wouldy

i To them, it was an aslound-
tng feat, whish “has greatly,
: fnh.arn:erl American prestiges
% ¥The boldnoss of burrowing
"urder the Rustizn noses, and .
Jts “technical accomplishment,
“have captyred the ||:|1.a.;ma.tlﬂn
i of many Germans. .
-_-p---"!"‘ Mo one expected & sight nl‘
jthe tunnel tnd:;r w‘nnen War-,

ibe the' reection in the United
States if 5o Canadians D.rMn'x-
itand drove ~such a  “spy

tunnel? under our beoeders.
We said the Am.r;i::ns would

l:u “unhappy” about it i |
“ls it ight, o7 wrong Inr[

Am _EEL.'-IM io do this under

g

.8
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APPENDIX D
NOTE: This analysis was prepared by thei;;;;:::::]
stalff as part of the wrap-up of the oper P

ROUND-UP OF EAST GERMAN PRESS
REACTION TO THE DISCOVERY OF THE
WIRETAP TUNNEL AT THE BERLIN SECTOR BORDER

{Sources as Indicated)

The following is an analysis of the East German press
reaction to the discovery of the wiretap tunnel at the sector
border between West and East Berlin, During the period under
review - 24 to 26 April 1956 - a total of 31 dailies per day
and four weeklies were avallable for scrutiny; however, only
the dailies reported and commented on the incident.

Mostly concerned with reporting and commenting on the
incident were the East Berlin papers which, in some instances,
devoted full pages of their loecal sections to reporis and pic-
tures on the tunnel in addition to their front-page or second-
page accounts of developments, The provincial press gave front-
page treatment to the matter only in few instances, generally
refrained from large articles or commentaries, and often
carried pictorial material with only brief explanations. The

leagt coverage was noted in the provincial press of other
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than SED (Sozialistische Einheitspartei Deutschlands -
Communist Party Germany) affiliation; none of these papers
published any commentary, or any cartoon of their own, on
the subject up to 26 April, in fact.

Deseribing the tunnel as inspected by the journalists
after the Soviet press conference, the papers pointed out
that the installation was well designed and constructed, that
the installation was costly and equivalent to a modern tele-
phone exchange, and that the material - of British and Ameri-
can origin - used in the installation was of such guality as
to guarantee long service,

The Eaét Berlin papers, which were leading in the reports
on the issue, treated the matter as a "bitterly serious ineci-
dent" which represents an "international scandal® and a
"breach of the norms of international law." The papers, im
their commentaries, addressed the West Berlin Senat, demand-
ing an all-Berlin understanding and stressing the necéﬂsity
for united action, and insinuated that Berlin is being kept
divided merely for the purpose of providing the espionage
centers in West Berlin with a base for launching provocations
against the GDR., Other commentaries by central and provincial
papers contained calls for vigilance and for defense prepared-
ness. Only one paper printed an editorial on the inecident.

In commenting on the incident the press did not draw a line

2
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between the different developments, such as the press confer-
ence, the Soviet protest, the GDR Government protest, etec.,
but, as a rule, the commentaries dealt with the incident as

a4 whole. Later, when the first reaction of the West Berlin
press was available, the centfal press swooped down upon the
West Berlin pfesﬁ for'attempting to belittle the incident and
to divert attention from the "seriousness of the matter."

The few caricatures'ﬁﬁhiiahed by the papers were designed

to 2lander the Americans,

Day by Day Reaction

24 April 1956

On 24 April 1956 six East Berlin papers printed the ADN
(Allegemeines Deutsches Nachrichten Bureau - General German
News Office) release of individual reports on the Soviet press
cenference, reporied on the inspection of the tunmel by the
journalists, and carried excerpts from General Zarenko's letter
of protest (1 - 6). DER MORGEN and BERLINER ZEITUNG (5 and &)
printed only the abbreviated version of the ADN release. 8Six
provincial BED papers (7 - 12) carried announcements of the
discovery, brief reports on the press conference, and merely
an announcement to the effect that a letter of protest has
been sent to the American Chief of Staff. Only NEUER TAG,

Frankfurt/0der, printed the long version of the ADN release(l2).

8 RET




Provincial papers of other party affiliations carried no

reports.

25 April 1958

On 25 April 22 provincial papers came out with the ADN
version of the report on the discovery of the tunnel (13 - 34);
the six provincial SED papers which had carried a brief announce=
ment the day before followed up their reports by more extensive
accounts of the press conference, the letter of protest, and
the inspection of the tunnel (13 - 18). Papers of other party
affiliations joined in the reporting campaign on this day.

Only MAERKISCHE VOLESSTIMME, of all provincial papers, published
an "eye-witness".repnrt containing a description of the tunnel
and quoting individuals who had voiced their "outrage at such

a thing" which produces new material for conflicts in foreipn’
policy (16). SCHWERINER VOLESZEITUNG, which printed the long
version of the ADN release, reproduced the first picture of

the tunnel (22},

Meanwhile the central press, in addition to supplementary
iepﬂrts on the discovery of the tunpel, descriptlﬁns of the
tunnel, and pictorial material showing sections of the tunnel
2uch as the amplifier station, etc., came out with the first
commentaries. A total of five commentaries appeared om this
day. The press treated the matter as a "bitterly serious

affair'" which represents an "international scandal" and a
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"breach of the norms of 1ntérnatiun11 law," pﬁinting out that
the United States violated the Buenos Aires Treaty on Telecom-
munications on the one hand and the GDR's sovereignty on the
other hand (35 - 39). NEUES DEUTSCHLAND spoke of a new,
hitherto unsurpassed "gangster act" of the U.8. secret service
(35), NATIONAL ZEITUNG termed the incident as a "sensational
international scandal" (36), NEUE ZEIT stressed that there 1is
no word "strong enough to brand such wickedness" (3B), and
JUNGE WELT declared that "this had to happen just to those
who always babble about Communist infiltration but can never
prove it"™ (39). All commentaries were addressed to the West
Berlin Senat, demanding an all-Berlin understanding for the
purpose of discontinuing the "stubborn adherence to NATO
policy," achieving the withdrawal of the "cold war experts of
all shades," dissolving the espionage centers in the T-fj.’:[-nunm::l.m:-
city,"” and achieving a "normalization in the situation in
Berlin." Three papers repofted on a meeting held by the
National Front at Alt-Glienicke, at which the population adopted
& rescolution protesting against this “proveocation.” Fraos
Fischer, First Secretary of the Kreis Treptow SED Executive
Board, was reported to have said at the meeting that the
peocple of West Germany and West Bériiu have to pay for this
installation through the occupation costs and to have termed

the tunnel as "an appendix of the cold war" (38, 406, and 41).

5
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TRIBUENE, moreover, referred to & report by the HAMBURGER
ANZEIGER to underscore the fact that the installaticns in the
tunnel were not of provisional nature but designed for long
service {(40),. DER MORGEN, describing the tunnel, added that
West German correspondents who inspected the tunnel noted with
satisfaction the declaration of the Soviet Lieutenant Colonel
that "gquite obviously, German guarters have no part in this"
{41}, while NATIONAL ZEITUNG briefly referred to an announce-
ment made at the Alt-Glienicke meeting to the effect that the
tunnel was open for public inspection (36).

NEUES DEUTSCHLAND reproduced the first caricature on the
issue. The cartoon showed a garden which is divided into two
parts by a sign indicating the "Democratic Sector" - full of
flowers, and the opposite side - a barren piece of land with
a molehill topped by a flag with the dollar sign. A stroog
arm i= pulling out of & hole in the Democratic Sector a mole
wearing "U.S."-marked earphones, some sort of Army trousers
with plugs and pliers showing from the pocket, and a U.S.
Army cap bearing the legend "Espiunaée." The cartoon is
captioned, "Do Not Burrow in Other People's Yards" {35).

26 April 1956

On 26 April 27 papers continued reporting on the issue
(42 = 68). In 17 instances the reports were supplemented
with pictures as outlined above. A total of 15 papers
6
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printed the text of, or large excerpts from, the press release
on the GDR Government protest (42 - 56). Six papers reported
on the inspection of the tunnel by the population, the press,
and representatives of the diplomatic corps (42, 48, 59, 80,
65, and 67). Four papers referred to a report carried by the
West Berlin TAGESSPIEGEL according to which Western journalists
were prohibited from inspecting the wmouth of the tunnel on the
Western side (42, 43, 51, and 58), and four papers referred

to FRANEFURTER ALLGEMEINE which had spoken of an "eloguent
silence" about the affair on the part of the Americans (42, 51,
55, and 58), A total of four papers reported on the Alt-
Glienicke meeting (51, 60, 61, and 67). NEUES DEUTSCHLAND
gave excerpts Irom Fisher's speech, guoting him to the effect
that the people of West Berlin, in particular the SPD members,
will be invited to inspect the tunnel (51). Three papers re-
produced caricatures (51, 52, and 56}, =ix papers carried .
commentaries {51, 52, 53, 54, 57, and 58), and one paper came
out with an editorial (55). Three East Berlin papers, through
their commentaries, swooped down upoh the West Berlin press
for its attitude toward the incident, NEUES DEUTSCHLAND
accused the West Berlin papers of attgnptiug to belittle the
incident and of lauding the efficiency of the American "goblins,"
adding that the West Berlin press is thus making vain attempts
to divert attention from the seriousness of the matter (51).

7
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JUNGE WELT lashed out Qt the West Berlin DER TAG, saying ihnt,
by its opinion, the West Heilin paper manifests its total loss
of any sense of decency. Besides, DER TAG is not in the least
disturbed about the viclation also of West Berlin's territory
(52). NATIONAL ZEITUNG held that DER TAG now admitted what it
has been denying at all times, namely that Hest-Berlin i a

de facto part of NATO, adding that DER TAG now regards as
"pustomary' the militnrf ésﬁiunage of the United States on

GDR territory in.additian to the "cuatnmary.frnntier-city
policy," the "customary” partitiuu, and the "customary"
diversionist activities ﬂflthE KGU and other underworld
organizations, The paper stressed that all Berliners fully
agree with the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE which said that the
people must demand the discontinuation of "such things" (58).
REUE ZEIT, carrying the only editorial, said that the wire-
tapping post is a feature of West Berlin's misuse as a NATO
base, The paper emphasized that GDR policy will continue to
serve all-German understanding and relaxation of international
tensions. '"But it must be kept in mind that the success of
this poliey will not only depend on the volume of the appeal
for peace but alsoc on our preparedness to defend our homeland
as well as on our ﬁigilance regarding the prevention of dan-
gers resulting from the fact that one part of Berlin has be-

come & frontier city against peace," the paper added. "What
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we need are contact points above the ground and in full
light, namely all-German talks, and not underground trenches
in the cold war" (55).

The first commentaries carried by provincial papers dealt
with the incident as an example of proof for East German press
reports on hostile espionage., VOLESSTIMME, Karl-Marx-Stadt,
pointed out that the tunnel represents "a document” which is
gquite apt to dispel all doubts of those who have hitherto
been inclined to regard East German press reports about the
underground activities of Western espionage services ag
"exaggerated” (57). MAERKISCHE VOLESSTIMME gquoted several
workers who voiced their indignation over "such a vileness"
which makes German unity wmore difficult to demonstrate that
the "Western side” is just as quiet about this "unpleasant
affair” as the population is outraged (53). And LEIPZIGER
VOLKSZEITUNG stressed that anyone reading about the discovery
of the tunnel will inevitably weligh the Soviet éttempts at
maintaining peace against the efforts made by the U.S3. espio-
nage sgrvice, adding that this "breach of international law”™
4lso places the West Berlin administration "in a peculiar
light." The paper reminded its readers that war preparation,
which "formerly marched on Prussian Army boots," is now
marching on "American rubber soles, chewing gum, and tapping

telephone linea"™ (54).
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NEUES DEUTSCHLAND's caricature showed an American soldier try-
ing in vain to "milk" a diécunnected, oversized telephone re-
ceiver into a bucket marked "CIC" while another Bﬁ]dier is
thoughtfully standing by (51). JUNGE WELT reproduced a car-
toon showing a mole iearing a U.5, Army cap on its head and

a telephone receiver on its back halting before & sign which
warns that "spies are now fncing danger." The eartoon is
captioned, "The Underworld that Shuns the Light," and foot-
noted, "Damned, we did not put up that sign" (52). FREIES
WORT showed rats wearing U.S, Army caps being disturbed by

& Russian soldier in the operation of what looks like a
communication center. Two rats are shown fnﬁiug the soldier
in surprise, another standing with arms raised, and still
another escaping through an opening in the wall. The
caricature is entitled, "Unpleasant Surprise," and footnoted,
'"It is an Effrontery of the Russians to Disturb Us in Our
rIBurrowing} Work"™ (56).
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